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Preface 
 
Since 2007, we have been archiving the weekly emails and 
blogs that we were releasing to our faith family. We began 
compiling them into annual devotional and inspirational books 
that journal our journey, providing powerful words of 
encouragement and wisdom.  
 
This book will carry you through 2014.  
 
Originally, we released the emails and blogs because it was 
our best way of staying connected with everyone through the 
week, since we did not have a midweek church service.   
 
Our entire devotional book series began when we received the 
following email from our spiritual sister, DeVata Davis: 
 
I think you should take excerpts from all of these Midweek 
Connections and publish them in a daily devotional.  There is 
such rich encouragement and a unique demonstration of the 
word in them that they should be shared in print as well as on 
this website.  This will reach that other generation that either 
doesn't have a computer, don't trust the internet, or who 
would rather flip the pages than scroll down.  What I'm saying 
is that these Midweek Connections really bless me and I know 
they would bless others too.  And because I love books, I'd 
like to see you publish another one.  :o) 
  
Be blessed! 
DeVata 
 
So we took our sister’s suggestion and began compiling the 
weekly emails and blogs to create books.  
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We had no idea our weekly online postings were evolving into 
a set of powerful messages and words that would someday 
reach beyond our small faith family. 
 
We just knew that these messages were necessary to help us 
grow and mature into all that God had purposed. 
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Dedication 
 
 
This book is dedicated to everyone who, even though 
they only had a little strength, have kept God's word, 
and have not denied His name. 
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Introduction 
 

We opened the year with an email to our faith family that we 
hoped would set the tone for a new ministry launch.   
 
In the previous year, God had navigated us through a season 
in which we were reduced to meeting only one Sunday per 
month in the facility in which we had occupied four years. 
 
We came very close to shutting down the ministry, but instead, 
we went on a 40-day prayer and consecration as the leaders of 
our faith family.  
 
We emerged from that endeavor to seek God with a directive 
to reset the ministry and prepare for a new launch. More 
specifically, the Lord told us that He was going to give us an 
Open Door, which no man could shut. And that's exactly what 
happened. 
 
In the final month of 2013, God provided a new office suite for 
us. For the first time in eight years, we were going to be able 
to set up in our own meeting space, which meant we would not 
have to set up our equipment every week in a different 
meeting room or conference room within the office complex. 
 
With our own space, we could design the assembly room to fit 
the ministry style God has given us. We could set up the video 
camera, our projector and screen, and our audio/ video 
recording equipment and no longer have to be concerned with 
the logistics of technical preparations each week. We would not 
need volunteers to come out every Saturday evening to set 
things up for Sunday mornings. God even provided chairs for 
the assembly room. 
 
The new suite also had additional storage for supplies and a 
small space to accommodate our video and audio duplication 
equipment. There was also space for an office for the pastors. 
Everything we needed was made available to us. 
 
From the backdrop of this miraculous turnaround we sent our 
first email of the New Year to our faith family: 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR Urban Life family! 
  
It is obvious that the highlight of 2013, for our family, was the 
wedding of our youngest son, David and his new bride, 
Michelle. We are still thrilled because their union has broken 
through ethnic, cultural, and even international barriers and 
boundaries. Now as the two become one, we can only ponder 
in our hearts, what God is going to do with two young people 
who both come from deep ministry roots. 
  
We're also thrilled about what God is going to do, right here in 
Harrisburg, in our faith family as well. This is an exciting time 
for the Urban Life family!  
 
Starting this Sunday, we will begin meeting in our new 
administration and multimedia/assembly suite. This move is a 
fulfillment of God's promise to our faith family.  
 
Back in August, when Carol and I were fasting and praying 
about what our next steps should be, the Lord directed us to a 
couple of scriptures. 
  
The first was Revelation 3: 8 “I know your works. See, I have 
set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you 
have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied 
My name." 
  
The second scripture was Colossians 4: 2-3a "Continue 
earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 
meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a 
door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ..."  
  
These scriptures became a promise that God was going to give 
us an OPEN DOOR. When we learned of the new space that 
was available, we knew it was the open door that was 
promised to us. All we needed to do was step through it. 
  
Every year we minister from a specific theme. The theme for 
2014 is going to be: "AN OPEN DOOR for HEALING in Hearts 
and Homes." 
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Since September of 2004, we have been striving to build the 
people who will build their families; because we believe those 
families will help us build a ministry that can bring healing to 
the hearts and homes of this community. 
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The Year of the Open Door 
 
God sent some amazing information across our path this week. 
  
We just learned that sundown on Wednesday, September 4, 
2014 marked the beginning of Rosh Hashanah or the Jewish 
New Year. We are now living in the Hebrew year of 5774 
(2014), which symbolizes and means 'The Year of the Open 
Door!' or a more precise meaning would be 'to see and walk in 
humility out of the tent'. 
  
As you guys know, on August 31, 2013, we ended a fast and 
consecration time with a promise from God that HE was going 
to open doors via the passage in Revelation 3: 8, “I know your 
works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one 
can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, 
and have not denied My name." 
  
We didn't know that four days later, the Hebrew New Year of 
the Open Door began. We did not realize how profoundly and 
accurately we were being led by the Lord. Following God is 
truly the most amazing experience in the world! 
 
We can’t get into this in depth right now, but here are three 
things we have discovered so far. 
  
First: What Father releases, in any year, does not expire at the 
close of the calendar year. Think of these as annual layers of 
revelations that are coming into your life. This year’s revelation 
is building upon what God released to you last year, the year 
before that, and the year before that. So when 2015 comes 
around, it doesn’t mean the doors close. 
 
It means God will reveal the next thing that HE is releasing 
upon you, even as doors continue to open in the following 
years. 
  
Second: Here are some of the deeper meanings that can be 
found in the Hebrew letter/number that represent 74. 
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Ayin dalet means “74″ in Hebrew – ayin meaning 70 and dalet 
means 4. Ayin is a silent letter. (No translation of it in English). 
It sees, but does not speak; representing humility.  The name 
ayin can also mean “eye” or “fountain”. 
  
Dalet is the picture of a hanging tent door. The door (dalet) 
can also mean the movement of one coming from or going into 
a tent. 
  
Just from these simple meanings alone, we can surmise that in 
order to step outside of the tent, one must bow to exit the low-
hanging door. To come out of limitation and confinement, dalet 
will require us to humble ourselves. 
  
So even though this is the year of the open door, it will require 
that we stop trying to speak forth so much stuff that we have 
learned and just humble ourselves and submit to God and His 
ways. 
  
Third: The year of the open door is going to involve seeing 
Jesus who proclaimed that He is the door. In John 10:9 KJV, 
Jesus says, “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.” Christ is 
our dalet. 
  
This ‘Year of the Open Door’ is speaking of more than just a 
door of opportunity to fulfill our personal dreams. This is an 
open door to accomplish the will and purpose of God in our 
hearts and homes. We believe that this is to be a year in which 
we SEE (ayin) the DOOR (Jesus) in a fresh way. 
  
As you know, we have asked the Lord for an open door to 
preach the mystery of Christ. As more is revealed about Christ, 
the more we will understand about coming out of our tents. 
  
Indeed this is to be the year of the Open Door for ministry in 
Hearts and Homes! We can hardly wait to share more with you 
this Sunday! 
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A Window of Opportunity 
  
We just want to encourage you to really pursue God in a fresh 
way this year. It may seem like we are pushing you a little 
more this year, than in times past and that so happens to be 
true. 
  
The reason is because we have been given a short window of 
opportunity and we want to take advantage of the short time 
that we have to reach out to family and friends this year. 
  
The reason we believe we have a short time is because of the 
series of world events that are coming into focus, that will 
eventually bring opposition beating on our own doors. 
  
We firmly believe that persecution is coming to the church in 
America. It won’t be long before pastors will be arrested for 
speaking out against abortion and homosexuality. It won’t be 
long before any one of you could be arrested simply because 
you are a follower of Jesus Christ. 
  
For some of you, being in Urban Life has been a challenge on 
many levels. You find yourself in a faith family where you are 
expected to keep up with various Sunday, online, and prayer 
schedules. You may wonder, “Why can’t we just do the same 
thing every week?” 
  
That’s because we must get in the habit of living with a plan, 
not a ritual of religious repetition. We can no longer live 
oblivious to times and seasons. We need to be aware of what’s 
going on in the world around us and how it relates to what is 
being taught in our faith family. 
  
For several decades, most Christians have lived with their eyes 
on heaven, and therefore ignoring the importance of knowing 
what’s on next week’s schedule, what they need to be 
preparing for next month, and what they should anticipate 
doing by the end of the year. 
  
One of the reasons demonic forces and the people who are 
heavily involved in the occult and witchcraft, have been able to 
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successfully oppress Harrisburg is because they have a plan. 
They live on a schedule and have events and agendas planned 
out for this week, this month, this year, next year, and for 
many years into the future. These plans have been targeted 
against YOU and your family. 
  
Meanwhile, the average Christian Believer, in Harrisburg, 
doesn’t have spiritual plans and insight. They don’t have 
wisdom for what God wants them to do by the end of this 
week, much less, next month, or by the end of the year. They 
are more in tune with their personal work schedule, than they 
are the prayer schedule of their church. If we are to overcome 
in perilous times, this pattern must change. 
  
We’re not trying to be mean or insensitive, but it’s time for the 
Church of Harrisburg to wake up to the reality that we are 
NOW in perilous times. Crime and violence have broken out in 
this city in waves that have never been seen before. 
  
We can’t stress it enough. We cannot live in oblivion any 
longer. We have got to make prayer, praise, worship, the 
Word, and fellowship with our brothers and sisters, a top 
priority. Those of you who live in this prophetic flow can 
identify with this exhortation. 
  
As a Faith family that places emphasis on the family, this may 
sound like a contradiction to what we have been preaching for 
nine years. But it’s not. 
  
The truth is; if you want your family to be healthy and strong, 
then God and His Word must take priority, even before your 
family. We didn’t say the Church or the ministry, but God and 
His word. 
  
If you really want your spouse, children, cousins, nieces, 
nephews, parents or grandparents to make it through the dark 
times that are upon us right now, then it’s time to get them all 
out from underneath the bondage and addiction of television, 
entertainment and the chase for money and pleasure. 
  
They faithfully get up to go to work or school. They faithfully 
make it to practices or rehearsals. They can spend hours 
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surfing the internet, playing video games or talking on their 
smart phones. They know every thing about Beyonce, Scandal 
and the Preachers of L.A. However, they are all knocked out 
and dead-man exhausted and tired EVERY Sunday morning. 
Something is wrong with that. 
  
Meanwhile, witches and warlocks have been seen faithfully 
walking up and down Front Street, every morning, including 
Sundays, chanting and casting spells upon the people of this 
city. 
  
It’s going to take a new level of faith and action for you and 
your family to make it in these perilous times. As you know, 
the Bible says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing the Word 
of God.” It’s time to get the Word of God for your family. We’re 
NOT going to let some demon worshippers be more committed 
to their gods, than we are to our God! 
  
It’s the Year of the Open Door, so let’s step up to the challenge 
while the window of opportunity is open. Come into the 
presence of God, with the people of God. You’re going to have 
to be intentional about it. The same way we are totally aware 
of every date and time we must be at work, at school, or at 
some other special event, we have to prioritize our time to 
worship together, receive the word together, and pray 
together. 
  
We hope that our leadership over the past few weeks, months 
and years, has shown that we are being led by the Spirit of 
God. Even when we got discouraged and was ready to quit, HE 
still kept leading us. 
  
Something is about to break forth against this nation again, 
and we will all need to be ready for it AHEAD OF TIME. After 
the next thing that hits us, it will be too late to start 
scrambling and trying to get a Word from God. We feel this 
just as strongly as every word that we’ve ever given to you in 
times past. 
  
This is the window. This is the time. Please come while the 
table is spread and the feast of the Lord is available. 
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Real Church 
 
Can’t you feel the momentum building in our faith family? As 
each week passes, more people are coming and it won’t be 
long before our studio/assembly will be completely full. When 
that day comes, we’re not going to start looking for new space 
right away because the goal is not a bigger building, but to 
build people who will build their families. 
  
We want the growth in numbers to spark a desire for growth in 
the ways of God. Sometimes the efforts to expand the ministry 
can distract a faith family from its real purpose. So as we 
anticipate growth, just know that we are far more interested in 
your spiritual and relational growth. 
  
As we answered the online questions in last Sundays’ Family 
Impact session, it became apparent to us that we need to 
continue to focus on the families of Urban Life. 
  
We can see even more reasons why the Lord has directed us to 
change our name to the Urban Life Family Center. We’re taking 
the battle directly to the front lines of our conflicts. God told us 
that when we moved to Harrisburg, it would be all about hearts 
and homes and we can see it so clearly now. 
  
There are some serious issues in our marriages. There are 
some serious issues in our families. Urban Life is not going to 
dance around the issues and hold weekly pretense gatherings. 
God did not send us 800 miles away from home to just set up 
here and play games.  
  
We were very glad that someone sent questions about serious 
problems surrounding social media, pornography and husbands 
crossing the lines outside of the marriage. We were glad to 
step into the issues of women getting caught up in emotional 
affairs with bosses, co-workers, and the fictional characters in 
love stories.  
 
This revealed how spouses are holding one another to ungodly 
and unrealistic standards. Since we can get into issues at 
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deeper levels, then we are now having ‘real church’ and not 
just a weekly performance that will mask our pain. 
  
Very soon, we will host House Church session again. Why?  
 
Well, because we believe that this is where we must start 
building our families. It’s going to take the heads of 
households to rebuild, restore and renew hearts and homes.  
 
Urban Life will only be as strong as the weakest marriage and 
family. So we’ve got to start building in this arena. 
 
So, are you ready for real church? 
  
Stay tuned in and connected as we continue to follow the 
Lord’s direction. 
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Faithful With Little 
  
You may have wondered why we have such an elaborate 
website and a strong, far-reaching web presence. You may 
have wondered why we use so much hi-tech and detailed 
professional presentations in our weekly worship and 
teaching. You may have wondered why we're advertising to 
the world and bypassing the church circles of Harrisburg. You 
may have wondered why this tiny, little faith family is 
behaving like a huge ministry or business. 
  
Well, it's because we choose to operate like we're already at 
the level that our God wants us to reach. We're not waiting for 
hundreds of families to come. We operate like the families are 
already here. By doing that, we are being faithful with the 
little that we have right now. There are only a few families 
here now, but we're giving them the best that we have to 
offer. When more families come, we will continue to give them 
the best that God sends through our hands. 
 
Some of you gave tithes and offerings and others gave your 
time and talents. Some are still coming into a more consistent 
level of giving in one or more of these ways.  
 
Please believe us when we say that incredible promotion 
awaits the ones who will step out in obedience to God’s word 
and prophetic promise to Urban Life. You will not be 
disappointed following God in this way; by stepping out of the 
boat and walking on the waters. The miracles come when you 
step out and trust God at this new level. 
  
You see it works like this: God has a plan and purpose for the 
Urban Life Family Center, but He works His plan through 
people. He entrusts them with a special mission. However, 
they will have to invest their time, talent and money into that 
mission. 
  
God will supply His people with what it takes to support the 
mission. He provides jobs, opportunities, promotions, and 
even extra income. Therein lays the test. Will His people hold 
onto all of the blessings for themselves and their own families, 
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or will they give to the mission, in order to bless other people 
and their families? 
  
We have discovered that if you support what God is blessing, 
then God will continue to bless you so that you can keep 
supporting what is important to Him.  You will find that you 
don’t have to worry about lay-offs, furloughs or malicious 
people trying to sabotage your income. They won’t know it, 
but if they try to stop you, they will be messing with God’s 
vision and mission. They think they’re just dealing with you, 
but they don’t know that they are messing around with the 
almighty God. 
  
Even if an economic challenge comes your way, like a loss of 
employment or some unexpected emergency, we have 
watched God continue to make a way for us as we continued 
to invest in this work, even in the midst of our own financial 
troubles. 
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The Mystery and Ministry of Christ 
 
As the Spirit of God was dealing with us about what to do in 
2014, He specifically spoke to us through His word: And I, if 
I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to 
Myself. John 12:32 (NKJV) 
  
Jesus spoke those words to signify how He was going to die. 
However, the principle of that thought applies today as we lift 
Him up in the 21st century.  It's not that He is going to be 
crucified again, but that we will gain a greater understanding 
of the significance of His birth, life, death and resurrection. 
Other than sermons and random references, have you ever 
taken a careful and methodical walk through the life of Jesus 
Christ? Well, that's what we're going to do. And we trust that 
as we take this journey, twice a month, we will all gain a new 
revelation of our savior and Lord. 
  
This type of teaching may seem like it has nothing to do with 
your current problems in your marriage, family, job, or 
physical body, but just stop and think about it. Those people, 
back in the ancient days when Christ walked the Earth, simply 
HEARD about Jesus and what they HEARD caused them to go 
to Him. We believe the same thing applies to us today. 
  
What you need is faith! And how does faith come? The Bible 
says it comes by HEARING the Word of God. Come and hear! 
Come and take the journey with us.  
 
What have you got to lose? Sleeping an extra hour or two on 
a Sunday morning won't solve the problem. We have learned 
that if you make the effort to GO and GET a Word from God, 
that you will never, ever be disappointed. 
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Time to Seek the Lord 
 
I just can’t explain it, but I’m constantly overwhelmed by a 
strong urgency to pray. One evening, last week, I was just 
going about our nightly routine to prepare for the next day 
when I just had to get down on my knees on the side of the 
bed. 
  
My sleep is filled with prayer and dreams about our nation and 
world. I don’t mean to come off as some type of prophet of 
doom and gloom. I honestly don’t know what we’re about to 
go through. I just know that I have a very strong call to pray. 
  
Absolutely bizarre things are happening in our communities 
now. Overt racism has risen back to 1960’s - 70’s levels. Gun 
violence is out of control. Police brutality is horrendous. 
Meanwhile, hatred is intensifying and growing stronger, 
everyday, against anyone who claims to be a Christian or a 
follower of Jesus Christ. 
  
Personally, not necessarily prophetically, I see a day in which 
we will see terror attacks against churches and various 
ministries and our government and police forces will do 
nothing to stop it because they will be in secret approval. 
  
All I know is that God is directing me and Carol to lead you in 
a very specific strategy of prayer, teaching, and fellowship. 
Somehow, this simple little strategy will be enough to fortify 
and prepare our families for the future. 
  
I sincerely believe God is setting the stage for something that 
will be so profound and powerful that we will all know that HE 
alone gets the glory. We just need to be willing to be 
stagehands that He can depend upon to do our part. 
  
We say it all the time at Urban Life: We don’t need to be in 
the spotlight. God did not call us to be famous. He called us to 
be faithful. There is never any question about the faithfulness 
of God towards us. The question is: Will we be faithful to God? 
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If the day comes, in our lifetime, that we have to decide 
between faithfulness to God versus imprisonment or death, 
Carol and I have already decided that we will never turn our 
back on God. 
  
I urge you to make every effort to spend personal time with 
God daily. Read from a daily devotional book or a daily Bible 
verse. Take the time to pray. I mean really pray. I also 
encourage you to meet with us on Sunday mornings or at 
least connect with our new Urban Life Daily Postings that are 
designed to build your faith. 
  
I always hated the times when I was completely unprepared 
for a serious trial that came into my life. Trials seem to always 
come when I had not been attending church very much. I had 
not been reading my Bible very much. And I certainly had not 
been praying very much. 
  
When the trials came, I would scramble to get back into 
fellowship with God and the church community; struggling to 
build my faith in the midst of a crisis. Trial moments are not 
the best times to try to build your faith. Trials will test 
whatever level of faith you already have. 
  
At some point, we all have to stop living like that. We have to 
get prepared BEFORE the crisis moments. The Proverbs state 
that a wise man sees trouble coming and starts getting ready 
for it. We can see a lot of trouble on the horizon for America, 
Pennsylvania and Harrisburg.  
 
The trouble will no longer be in the news, in some country far 
away. It will be knocking down your door or a neighbor’s door. 
There will be gunfire in your children’s school. There will be 
disaster in your family tree. 
  
I’m not speaking negative confessions. This is a prophetic 
warning. It’s the kind of warning that Jeremiah gave Israel, 
but hardly anyone believed him because others were 
prophesying about prosperity. 
  
We will no longer be able to get away with the immature 
patterns of the past; back when we quoted a few scriptures 
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and screamed out a prayer and God bailed us out. I believe 
the bailout prayers are coming to an end. Now is the time to 
seek the Lord, while He may be found. 
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Pray and Prepare 
  
Last month we sent you an email about looking for a window 
of opportunity in the midst of perilous times. Two weeks ago, 
we sent an email about seeking the Lord because we believe 
intense persecution is coming against churches and Christian 
leaders. I also warned that we would no longer see these 
events taking place only in foreign countries.  
 
My exact quote was, “We can see a lot of trouble on the 
horizon for America, Pennsylvania and Harrisburg. The trouble 
will no longer be in the news, in some country far away. It will 
be knocking down your door or a neighbor’s door." 
  
This past weekend, a local pastor, and dear brother and friend 
of this ministry, was arrested for something that should have 
been handled by a simple citation in the mail. At worst it 
should have been a citation hand-delivered by a sheriff. 
  
Instead, to make an example of him; to publically humiliate 
him; to make a political and public display of him, this pastor 
was ARRESTED. This pastor happens to have been very 
involved in fighting against many racist and controversial 
political and public policies in Harrisburg.  
 
Therefore, to make a point and instill fear in Christians and 
leaders all over our city, a photographer just so happened to 
be present so that his arrest could be posted on the front 
page of the main local newspaper. That, my friends, is called 
a SETUP! If it wasn’t a setup, then why was a photographer 
there? How did the local newspaper come to know and why 
did they send a photographer to be at his home at just that 
moment? 
  
I truly believe that this is just the beginning. After reading the 
news article, I looked at the comments from the public that 
were posted beneath the news article and most of them were 
filled with hatred against pastors, churches and Christians. 
When I saw this, then I realized that the whole point of the 
arrest was to stir up the emotions of the community and begin 
to fan the flames of hatred against God and His people. 
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Again I say, “It’s time to pray and get ready for the trials and 
tribulations that are to come.” Very soon, the only way you 
and I will be able to hear a sermon or any other type of 
Biblical message will be via internet-based churches. 
Eventually, this will go away, too. I’ve been sharing these 
things with you guys for several years now and you are 
watching it unfold right here in Harrisburg. 
  
I can only continue to encourage you to get your house and 
home in order. Let’s continue to gather on Sundays for 
teaching, fellowship and prayer. This simple weekly 
commitment is going to fortify and prepare us for the new 
version of America that is being revealed every single day.  
 
There really is no such thing as freedom of speech anymore. 
There really is no such thing as freedom of religion anymore. 
There is no separation between church and state. The 
government is now dictating to the church how things are to 
be done. 
  
This past weekend was a very clear warning to every pastor in 
Harrisburg, who is seeking to change this city; that they will 
be arrested for any misdemeanors or mistake that can be 
found against them; even if it is not a criminal offense. This 
pastor's error was not a criminal matter at all.  
 
Yet, he was arrested like a common criminal. So we have now 
been forewarned that for pastors and churches, there will be 
no due process. While drug dealers and slumlords continue to 
rule our city, a pastor will be the one who goes to jail for 
failure to meet certain city codes and ordinances. 
  
More and more I see why God has led us to this facility and 
our current setting where the emphasis is on solid Biblical 
instruction and learning, instead of all the usual ministry hype 
and musical entertainment. 
  
Eventually our friend and brother will be vindicated and his 
name will be cleared, but that’s not what this past weekend 
was about. This was about "the powers that be" sending a 
message. This was about drawing the line in the sand. I’m not 
sure if the church leaders of this city understand that.  
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I believe it’s a signal that it’s time for us to pray and prepare.  
 
And that’s what we’re going to do at Urban Life. 
  
We’ll see you Sunday! 
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Hope In God 
  
So far this year, a number of famous entertainers have 
passed away. There have also been a number of not-so-
famous people who have died, too, but they were very dear to 
their loved ones. 
  
The year has also begun with lots of bad tidings. With all the 
winter storms, accidents, incidents, negative medical 
diagnosis and family trauma, this year has started off with 
great shock and sadness for hundreds and thousands of 
people. 
  
It’s a far cry from all of the high expectations that were 
carried into the New Year. Just think back to when we 
approached 2014 with all kinds of positive and Biblical quotes 
about new life and open doors. 
  
However, for many, this year has brought debilitating shock 
and grief. So far this year is causing many Believers to stop 
and take inventory of their lives and to reevaluate their 
understanding of God’s word and some of those promises for 
2014. 
  
As you know, we also started the year with the bad news of 
Pastor Chris’ mother needing heart surgery.  Since the 
operation, we have been monitoring the progress of her 
rehabilitation through family members. 
  
This kind of drama, along with the past years of 
disappointment, had driven us to the point where we hated to 
see phone calls with the Missouri area code. We were hesitant 
to hear what might have happened next. Somehow, the Lord 
has given us His grace to keep pressing forward to minister to 
the Urban Life family no matter how we were feeling. 
  
We have learned, through the years, how vital it is for us to 
develop faith that perseveres and presses through the difficult 
seasons of life. Even if we weren’t pastors, we would still feel 
this way. 
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We learned, as a young couple, how to follow hard after the 
Lord. We had to learn how to pursue Him in good times and 
bad times. We had to learn how to follow His voice, even 
when we couldn’t see our way. We had to learn how to praise 
God, even when tears of disappointment were streaming 
down our faces. 
  
Sometimes we feel a little weird preaching here in Harrisburg 
because our message does not promise that everything will 
always turn out okay when we follow God. Sometimes you can 
do everything that the Bible tells us to do and still get hit with 
an unexpected trial. You can follow the voice of God and still 
have your heart broken. 
  
But God promises us in His word: “But we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the 
power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—“  
2 Corinthians 4:7-9 
  
This means, the treasure that is within you is not only 
revealed in good times, but it is powerfully revealed in these 
difficult seasons. 
  
The reason we gather every week is to bring more attention 
to Christ who lives within you. We want to remind you of the 
greater one who lives within you. We want to remind you, just 
one more time that you’re going to make it. 
  
No matter how hard this life gets and no matter how forceful 
the warfare comes against us, we still win! The only way you 
can lose is if you give up.... so never, ever give up! 
  
Speak these words to yourself: 
 
Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you 
disquieted within me? HOPE IN GOD, for I shall yet praise 
Him.... Psalm 42:5, Psalm 43: 5 
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Until Christ Is Formed in You 
 
In one of my daily devotional readings last week, the writer 
(Oswald Chambers) talked about what it really means to 
follow God. He rehearsed the story of Paul’s friends warning 
him to not go to Rome because he was going to face suffering 
and imprisonment there. But Paul said, “None of these 
things move me.” 
  
Chambers went on to talk about how many Believers simply 
will not follow God into seasons and places of suffering. Once 
they truly realize the price they are being called to pay, most 
of them will retreat from the call of God and settle for a 
simple, comfortable, American-dream working life. They 
refuse to believe that God will actually SEND them out to go 
through life-altering trials, live through seasons of poverty or 
in places that are like war zones, and suffer through pain, loss 
and disappointment. But it’s really true. YES HE WILL! 
  
After John baptized Jesus, the Bible says the Holy Spirit SENT 
HIM into the WILDERNESS to be TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL. 
Many Christians today feel that, "GOD CANNOT POSSIBLY 
EXPECT ME TO GO HERE, GO THERE, LIVE HERE OR LIVE 
THERE!" But we can tell you from experience: YES HE DOES! 
  
We recall some of the things we have suffered in our quest to 
follow Jesus. We have lived in horrible places, in dangerous 
neighborhoods, and even had to work through some life 
threatening situations in overseas missionary travel. 
Sometimes, when we tell bits and pieces of our story, we are 
smiling, so it can give the impression that things were not 
really that bad. Listen closely: They were bad. Sometimes, 
things were far worse than we can put into words. 
  
However, we had to learn to not turn against one another and 
to not turn against God. At the same time, we could not back 
away from the call of God and the people He had called us to 
serve. 
  
You see, the goal of ministry is not to someday become 
famous and rich. The goal is not to someday live in a big 
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mansion and drive fancy cars. The CALL of God is not a career 
and it's not like a job. It does not have a guaranteed salary 
with health benefits. It does not have performance-based 
promotions with automatic pay increases.  You can’t just pick 
up and move anytime you want; although we have certainly 
felt like doing that on countless occasions. The goal has 
always been, and still is, to follow GOD and lead others into a 
solid relationship with HIM through Jesus Christ. 
  
For now, we have a nice comfortable lifestyle, but our daily 
living is very different from what appears on the surface. 
Sleep is almost nonexistent for us. We are always in warfare 
and intercession. Most nights we get about 3 or 4 hours of 
sleep. Our weekends are filled with ministry preparation and 
ministry work. That’s why we don’t meet on fifth Sundays. It’s 
because fifth Sundays give us some personal time to rest and 
recover. 
  
Please know that we are not complaining. It’s just our 
reality…. NO, it is our joy! We would not have it any other way 
if this is what it takes for Christ to come forth in our faith 
family.  
 
Comfort and security are not our goals. Our only desire is to 
be obedient to God, no matter the cost. Now we understand 
why Paul wrote, "My little children, of whom I travail in 
birth again until Christ be formed in you..."  
Galatians 4:19 
  
God is forming a unique family of Believers who will fulfill the 
mission that has been assigned for us: to rebuild, restore 
and renew hearts and homes. 
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Say 'Yes' When God Says 'No' 
 
We believe that one of the lessons the Lord is teaching us is to 
trust Him even when He doesn’t answer our request in the 
way we desire. 
  
This month just so happens to mark the anniversary of a 
profound event in the life of a missionary who is not well-
known in many urban communities in America. In his blog on 
Church History, Dennis Alan Ray presents the story of a 
missionary named Amy Carmichael. He writes: 
 
When Amy Carmichael was a child in Ireland, her mother told 
her that if Amy were to pray then God would answer. Amy 
had dark hair and brown eyes. Since she didn’t like her brown 
eyes she prayed for God to give her blue ones. The next 
morning Amy wailed in disappointment. It was a while before 
Amy would understand that "no" was an answer, too. 
  
Even though the “no” answer disappointed her, she never lost 
her faith in God. Service to Him became the passion of her 
life, leading Amy to start classes and prayer groups for 
Belfast’s many poor and homeless children.  
 
Her Sunday classes were also attended by factory girls who 
were so poor that they could not afford hats to wear to church 
and wore shawls instead.  Unfortunately, most “respectable 
church people” refused to have anything to do with them. 
  
In the years following her father’s death, the Carmichaels 
found themselves in tough financial circumstances. Amy's 
mother decided to move to England and work for her Uncle 
Jacob. Amy and another sister joined her. Uncle Jacob asked 
Amy to teach his mill workers about Christ and she threw 
herself into the work, living near the mill in an apartment 
infested with cockroaches and bed bugs.  
 
Amy was constantly sick with neuralgia and had to lie in bed 
for days at a time. Her bad health eventually forced her to 
give up that ministry for the mill workers. 
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When she announced she was going to be a missionary, her 
friends thought she was being foolish and predicted that she 
would soon be back in England. Nevertheless, in 1892, she 
answered the call to the mission field and made her way to 
India. 
  
In Dohnavur, India, Amy Carmichael was mightily used of God 
in what we, at Urban Life, call STEALTH MINISTRY. 
  
According to local custom, young girls were often abandoned 
and left on the temple steps to be dedicated to the Hindu 
gods. They were forced into prostitution to earn money for the 
priests. Amy heard about a five-year-old girl named Kohila 
who faced just such a fate. Dressed in a sari, her skin stained 
brown, with her dark hair, and because of her brown eyes, 
Amy could pass as a Hindu. Disguised in this way she rescued 
the little girl and gave her shelter. 
  
Now she understood why God had given her brown eyes. Blue 
eyes would have been a dead giveaway! 
  
When the child’s guardians discovered what had happen, they 
demanded the child’s return. Amy refused to return the little 
girl to a life of certain abuse and arranged for Kohila to 
"disappear" to a safe place. Technically that made Amy a 
kidnapper. 
  
Over the years, the brown-eyed, dark haired Amy would 
rescue many other children, often at the cost of extreme 
exhaustion (due to her illness) and personal danger. 
  
Eventually, charges were brought against Amy. She faced a 
seven-year prison term. However, she did not go to prison. A 
telegram arrived on February 7, 1914, saying, "Criminal case 
dismissed." No explanation was ever given, but those who 
worship Amy's Lord have no doubt that He had a hand in the 
decision. 
  
Amy would continue her mission for the next fifty years until 
her death in 1951. Her mission and ministry is still operating 
today. Her first under-cover mission, to rescue little Kohila 
from the temple, happened on March 9, 1901 
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Through the lives of countless Believers and Christians like 
Amy Carmichael, we have seen faithfulness and perseverance 
that puts many American Christians to shame. These are the 
kind of stories I grew up hearing as a child.  
 
This is the legacy that has been passed down to us. This is the 
way we are to see the Urban Life ministry in this community. 
We must have hearts, like Amy Carmichael, to rescue 
families, even at the risk of our own lives. 
  
Now it’s our turn to serve God in our generation. Now it’s our 
turn to say ‘yes’ to God, even when His answer to our 
personal request is ‘no’. We must trust that He knows where 
He is leading us and we must trust that He is working His plan 
and purpose through our hearts and homes. 
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Reflecting On Nine Years 
 
Did you know that today marks the 9th anniversary of the 
weekend in which we went public with our ministry in this 
community? We initially started in September of 2004 with 
weekly prayer and church-planting training and preparation.  
But we didn’t go public until March 25-27, 2005. 
  
Before that public opening we were already ministering in 
Harrisburg. We ministered in a weekly food outreach, 
providing praise and worship while a team from another local 
church, distributed food to the people who gathered. We also 
participated in various prayer gatherings and even ministered 
in a couple of churches.  
 
All the while, we were preparing our team to minister to the 
hearts and homes of Harrisburg. We met weekly in a leased 
facility in uptown Harrisburg.   
 
Meanwhile, another congregation was preparing to unite with 
us as our ‘opening day’ approached. 
  
However, we weren’t ready for the spiritual warfare that was 
about to be unleashed upon us. Even as we were purchasing 
equipment, furnishings, chairs, carpet and flooring, the 
demonic forces over this community were preparing their 
weapons and sneak attacks against us. 
  
By the time we went public on the Easter weekend of March in 
2005, the other congregation had been manipulated by its 
interim leader into voting against uniting with us. Within our 
own ranks, there was division as we fell into disagreement. 
We didn’t handle it very well. Since then, we have all been 
reconciled, but at that time, we were overwhelmed. 
  
We held our first public service on Good Friday and the place 
was completely filled with people from the community, 
including one pastor who brought his entire congregation to 
welcome us to the city.  
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Our first Sunday service was filled with well-wishers and 
visitors. We were feeling pretty good about things, in spite of 
the relationship strains and the broken promise from the other 
congregation. Little did we know that this weekend was the 
start of what was to become a pattern of warfare and 
opposition over the next nine years. 
  
Six months later, in September of 2005, our Bishop and 
overseer came to Harrisburg to officially install and appoint us 
in our new roles as senior pastor and first lady of the new 
faith family. This took place exactly one year after our initial 
launch in September of 2004. Many powerful exhortations and 
words of wisdom came forth, as several pastors from the 
community joined together to unite with us in the spiritual 
battle over this region. 
  
But, just three months after that, most of our small 
congregation was gone. Our initial team was gone. 
Miraculously, someone paid off our final two months of our 
lease, and we moved out of the facility, placing all of our 
church equipment and furnishings in storage a couple days 
after Christmas. It was the saddest and most depressing 
moment of our lives. 
  
The first thing we had to do was look for jobs and start the 
transition from full time ministry to full time employees in 
someone’s company or organization. God graciously gave us 
both jobs with the state of Pennsylvania. 
  
We tried to keep the faith family together, as we met in a 
hotel for about four weeks before shifting our meetings to our 
home. A few more of the members dropped off at that point. 
  
One of the local pastors, who befriended us, offered the use of 
a room within their facility. We took him up on that offer and 
we began meeting in one of their classrooms on Friday 
evenings. On one of those Friday gatherings, a new family 
started coming.  So we just began to focus on ministering to 
them. 
  
The years that followed were nothing short of hell on earth. 
We were simply crushed with one disappointment after 
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another. It became too much to keep trying to meet in a 
public setting so we shifted our weekly gathering to our home. 
We continued to meet on Friday nights for several months. 
The Lord ministered healing to us, even as we ministered 
healing to those who attended faithfully. 
  
After almost a year, we moved back into the public, returning 
to a hotel on Sunday mornings. Then we returned to the 
facility of our pastor and friend. We met on Saturday evenings 
until the Lord opened the door for us to move into the United 
Church Center in December of 2009. 
  
Since moving into the United Church Center, we have been 
able to stabilize the ministry and provide consistent teaching.  
After a couple years, the same old attack pattern of the devil 
came against us again. This time we had to fight through 
satan’s attempt to get us kicked out of the Center and that 
fight led to an open door for our own meeting space. 
  
As we sit in our new office or walk into our meeting space, 
we’re incredibly thankful to God for His presence. We’re so 
thankful for our faith family. Even though people have come 
and gone, we have been able to stay on track and establish a 
foundation for rebuilding, restoring and renewing hearts and 
homes. 
  
All of this, and so much more, fills our thoughts as we reflect 
upon the significance of this week. It simply causes us to 
proclaim the goodness, mercy and faithfulness of God. 
  
Please receive our testimony and story as confirmation that 
God will sustain you through anything. This is the reason why 
we declare, “You cannot lose unless you give up. So don't give 
up!.” 
  
In spite of our disappointments, failures and fears, God has 
brought forth the fulfillment of many of His promises to us. 
This is the Lord’s doing and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
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Whoever Heard of Such a Thing? 
 
It never ceases to amaze us as we watch God bring people 
together to fulfill His purpose and promises for a community. 
Long before ministries like Urban Life came on the scene, the 
Lord was already responding to people who were crying out to 
HIM for deliverance and healing in their families. This ministry 
is simply one of His responses.  
 
Even now, as we observe our nation getting more and more 
corrupt, there are countless souls yearning for the love and 
peace that we have found in Christ Jesus. 
  
Right now, we are in a season in which the Lord is beckoning 
us out of our personal limitations and boundaries. At the same 
time, He is calling us into a new level of intimacy with Him.  
 
In this Year of the Open Door, God is calling us closer to Him 
so that we can turn our eyes away from the empty 
enticements and intimidation of this world. We can't thrive if 
we long for the same things the world longs for. We can't 
overcome if we are fearful about the future. 
  
So we believe that's the reason the Lord is leading us in such 
a strategic way. We must admit that we, too, are moving out 
of our comfort zone. We had grown accustomed to certain 
styles and methods in church over the last 30 years. But now 
the Lord is directing us to do things that almost feel like 
sacrilege according to our church background and experience. 
  
Whoever heard of a ministry in which the pastor sits on a 
stool and simply talks while using a PowerPoint presentation? 
Whoever heard of a ministry where the people sing along with 
video worship clips? Whoever heard of a ministry where its 
Sunday gatherings are not on a predictable weekly regiment 
and program? Whoever heard of a ministry that sets up an 
internet church in order to accommodate the work schedules 
of its members? Whoever heard of a ministry that gives its 
families a Sunday off, so they can be together or just to have 
a day of rest? Whoever heard of ministry that dedicates the 
first Sunday of each month for nothing but worship, prayer 
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and spontaneous exhortation? Whoever heard of a ministry 
that has no long term plan other than just to remain open for 
God to do whatever HE wants to do with it? Whoever heard of 
such a thing? 
  
Yes, this is the kind of faith family that you are attending and 
the kind of faith family we have been called to lead. We will do 
things that will break traditions. We will say things that will 
challenge your understanding of the Word of God. 
 
We will stretch you until you no longer attend church only to 
receive a blessing, but you will be excited about how God is 
going to use you to bless others each and every day. This new 
approach to ministry is not the result of another church 
marketing strategy or the newest fad to grow a big ministry. 
We're not trying to build a great ministry. We're trying to 
build people and families who will do great things for God. 
  
You will receive emotional, mental, physical and spiritual 
healing as you grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. You will do things that you never knew you could do. 
You will speak with authority that you never knew was within 
you. You will see God change your attitude and transform 
your thinking. You will watch God provide for you and protect 
your family. Even in the midst of life's disappointments, you 
will know the peace that goes beyond your understanding. 
You will know joy that extends beyond your present 
circumstances.
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God's Pace in a Fast World 
 
We live in a world where it’s all about speed. People are 
always looking for the fastest way to travel or the fastest way 
to complete a task. They look for the fastest way to make 
money or the fastest way to get rid of something or someone 
they no longer want in their lives.  
 
In fact, they disconnect from people very quickly at almost 
the first sign of disagreement or conflict. They try to find the 
fastest way to gain a college degree or the fastest way to get 
a promotion on their jobs. 
  
In our world, we try to gain knowledge and wisdom through 
quick sound bites, Facebook postings, twitter statements, 60-
second commercials, or 30-minute TV programs. If our 
interest is not captured within two minutes, we push a button, 
click a mouse, or tap a screen to move on to the next 
interesting thing. If it takes too long for someone to explain 
something, we quickly delete them and move on. 
  
Interestingly enough, we carry this same thinking into the 
church. We seek the fastest way to gain a position in a 
ministry or the fastest way to grow a big church. We look for 
the fastest way to get through trials and troubles and demand 
that pastors and biblical instructors hurry up and get to the 
point. After all, we don’t feel that we really need all of that 
biblical background and historical context.  
  
We want them to just rush to the parts where the Bible text or 
the pastor’s sermon is exciting. We want our Bible teachers to 
hurry up and get to the 5 things we need to know to become 
a millionaire. Let’s get to the 10 things we need to know to 
marry the right person. Let’s get to the 7 habits of highly 
successful people. 
  
One thing we have learned, as students and teachers of God’s 
word, is that if we truly want to know fulfillment in life, then 
we must obtain Godly knowledge and wisdom. But if we want 
the knowledge and wisdom of God, it’s going to take time. 
God is in no hurry at all. He will let us run around for months 
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and years until we wear out and finally come to Him and sit 
down. 
  
The past 40 years of modern Christian teaching has done a lot 
to promote a pattern of skipping key principles and steps to 
gain personal breakthrough in our lives. Countless well-known 
and well-meaning ministers have pushed the mindset of quick 
fixes and fast turn-around blessings in gaining victory in this 
life. They present a testimony of someone who gave $100 on 
Sunday and gained $10,000 by Thursday.  
 
This daily, weekly, monthly and annual barrage of skewed 
teaching has left a whole generation of Believers abandoning 
the true principles of the Bible and seeking God purely for 
personal benefits through Christian get-rich-quick schemes. 
  
However, God will always raise up leaders to put things back 
in balance.  That’s what we seek to provide for the Urban Life 
family; BALANCE. There is no fast track to maturity and 
victory. It takes 36-40 weeks for an unborn baby to become 
mature enough for a healthy birth. It takes several years for 
that baby to grow and become an adult. 
 
There is no way to speed up that process. 
  
Even though we live in a fast-paced generation, it still takes 
60 seconds to make a minute, 60 minutes to make an hour, 
24 hours to make a day, 7 days to make a week, and 52 
weeks to make a year. There is no shortcut. This journey with 
the Lord is a marathon, not a sprint. We have to adjust 
ourselves to God’s pace in a fast world. 
  
That means we can't explain these great mysteries of God in 
brief postings or tweets. We have to take the time to walk our 
faith family through the Holy Scriptures; trying to accurately 
explain what we are reading. It is extremely important for us 
to take the time to explore some of the historical and cultural 
backgrounds in biblical teaching so that the Holy Spirit can 
impart greater understanding and meaning to the listeners. 
  
Even in our internet church outreach, the reason we post the 
short video clips is to stir the appetites of our viewers to 
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desire more teaching. After a while, everyone must come to 
the place where they realize, they cannot live a consistent 
victorious Christian life on a diet of quick snippets of Bible 
teaching and emotionally charged sermons that provide no 
substance. 
  
As this Year of the Open Door continues, we encourage you to 
come through the open tent entrance and begin to engage the 
Word of God and the God of the Word at a deeper level. Your 
personal growth won’t be instantaneous and your 
understanding may not be fast, but it will be steady and 
strong. 
  
Isaiah 28:10, 12 says---- 
10 For it is [His prophets repeating over and over]: 
precept upon precept, precept upon precept, line upon 
line, rule upon rule; here a little, there a little. 
 
12 To these [complaining Jews the Lord] had said, This 
is the true rest [the way to true comfort and happiness] 
that you shall give to the weary, and, This is the [true] 
refreshing—yet they would not listen [to His teaching]. 
  
In other words, if we want to see Godly results, we have to 
receive God's Word, God's way, at God's pace. 
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Rise Up and LIVE! 
  
We just wanted to remind you that you are in the midst of 
personal and corporate revival and resurrection.  
 
Last Sunday, we celebrated the resurrection of the Lord in a 
very unusual way. We celebrated it by rehearsing some of the 
prophetic words that have been imparted to us, this ministry 
and to each and every one of you. 
  
Wasn't it amazing to rehearse and relive those powerful 
moments where the Lord sent very specific words of 
encouragement, instruction and strategy for this faith family?  
 
As far back as May of 2004, the Lord sent His Word about 
YOU. Wasn't it amazing to see and hear how the Lord already 
had YOU in mind, way back then? Even before we came 
together as an official body of Believers, HE had disclosed HIS 
purpose for this ministry. 
  
In 2011, God spoke through Bishop Raphael Green, that all 
you have to do is just share your personal testimony of what 
God has been doing in your life and then invite your friends or 
family to come and see the faith family that God has 
connected you to. It doesn't get any simpler than that. 
  
In 2012, God spoke through Pastor Frank King about the way 
HE is going to use US in Harrisburg. He prophetically revealed 
that Harrisburg is becoming an emerging city in this nation. 
The word even came forth that God was going to relocate 
people to this region. We are watching that prophecy being 
fulfilled right now. 
  
In 2013, the Lord spoke through Bishop Paul Veney to give us 
six strategies for establishing an effective fighting force in this 
community. We strongly urge you to go back and review that 
message on the ministry website. 
 
So why did we talk about the prophetic call on this faith family 
during a resurrection service? Well, it was because, the 
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resurrection that is necessary for us in this season, is the 
resurrection of faith and hope. It's time to believe God again.  
  
Many of you are on the same journey through life as Joseph. 
The Lord revealed powerful things about His dream and 
purpose for your life, but through the crushing blows of family 
betrayal, you found yourself a long way from home and a long 
way from the dream, just like Joseph. Since then, life has only 
gotten worse. Like Joseph, you find yourself in a prison and it 
looks like the dream and purpose is dead.  
  
For some of you, that prison is fear, bitterness, lies or 
demonic strongholds. The dreamer is in a prison of 
disappointments, discouragement and doubt. The dreamer is 
hidden away and no one even knows where you are except 
the ONE who gave you life and breath.  
  
When you read the Bible, the people who were used by God in 
the most powerful ways were just like us. Noah had a problem 
with drinking. Jacob was a cheater. Moses had a speech 
impediment. His brother Aaron had no backbone. David had a 
lust problem. By the way, he was also a murderer. Peter was 
a hot-tempered guy who could cuss you out in a second. Paul 
was so religious that he killed to protect his beliefs. 
  
So what has slain the dream of God within you?  Was it child 
abuse or rape? Is it divorce or abandonment? Is it your 
struggle with pornography or your bad temper? Is it a silent 
battle with depression, anxiety, attention deficit disorder or 
some compulsive behavior? Are you a closet alcoholic? Are 
you fighting a drug addiction? Maybe it's an eating disorder? 
Is there some dark family secret that you are afraid will come 
out?  
 
These are the kind of things that have kept you dead and 
buried. It's kept all of Harrisburg bound by condemnation, 
accusation and offense. 
  
But now the Word of the Lord has come to YOU! No matter 
what it is, the time has come for you to come out of that 
grave and experience the LIFE of GOD flowing through every 
part of your being. 
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You see, GOD has a wonderful purpose for you and our faith 
family. He has taken several years to prepare and assemble 
us. He has told us to not compare ourselves to any others. He 
told us to prepare our hearts for what HE desires to do in this 
generation. 
  
And that's what we have committed ourselves to do. All of 
what we are doing in Urban Life is to honor and obey the 
Word of the Lord that has come. Don't you dare spend 
another day in that grave! In the name of Jesus Christ, rise up 
and LIVE! 
  
Today, we invite you to come along with us and take the 
journey across the wilderness to reach the land of promise! 
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Learning to Drive 
 
Our world is filled with so many issues and problems that we 
can find ourselves always desiring a place of peace, safety 
and comfort. We’d like to just still away to a setting where we 
don’t have to think about controversy, conflict and trouble. 
That’s part of the reason why many Believers go to church on 
Sundays. They want to meet with other Believers and just 
leave the world outside of those four walls for a couple of 
hours each week. 
  
Well, we’re about to burst that bubble for many Believers, 
because God did not call us to set up a weekly vacation resort 
where we could escape from the world. That kind of thinking 
is the reason why so many Believers begin to get 
uncomfortable if their pastor starts talking about abortion, gay 
marriage, conflicts in heterosexual marriages, pornography, 
the common core agenda in education, immigration rights, 
racism, sexism, global warming, world hunger, the war on 
terror, gun control, free speech, freedom of religion, domestic 
violence, or the drug abuse epidemic in our neighborhoods. 
  
Many Believers attend a local church to get away from all of 
those things. They don’t want to hear a lecture or sermon 
about those issues. They want to hear about going to heaven 
or how to become more prosperous in their short time on this 
earth. 
  
However, we are convinced that the life and calling on 
Believers today, is like learning to drive a car. There are 
several skills that you must learn. Once you learn each skill, 
then you have to learn how to put each of those skills 
together and exercise them all at the same time. Then you 
have to learn how to perform all of those skills while 
observing road signs, traffic lanes, traffic signals, and other 
drivers. 
  
Most American Believers have learned how to put the key in 
the ignition and start their Christian car, but they haven’t 
learned anything else. They are perfectly happy to sit in the 
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car with the engine running, while they go nowhere at all. 
That will not be so with the Urban Life family. 
  
God has instructed us to teach the function of the vehicle, the 
skills for driving, the rules for navigation and safety, and what 
to do in case of emergencies. There is so much more to our 
walk with God than just simply driving down the road, trying 
to get to our destination. There are other drivers (belief 
systems) on the road, too. There are stop signs and traffic 
signals. There can be pedestrians, animals and objects on the 
road, all which can represent different views, issues and 
problems in life. Even with all of that, we haven’t talked about 
learning what to do if our own vehicle develops a few 
problems. So you see, we all have a lot to learn. Our weekly 
gathering is one of the places that God has provided for us to 
learn and grow. 
  
We hope this analogy is helping you to see what Urban Life is 
truly designed to do. This is why a ministry has to be much 
more than just a place to gather to escape from our troubles. 
We must see this ministry like a driving school, a gas station, 
a maintenance shop, or an inspection and diagnostic center.   
 
For those who want to learn more than just how to drive their 
vehicle, the ministry is a mechanic training school for those 
Believers who want to know how to build or repair a vehicle. 
It’s a ministry designed for those who want to know more. 
  
Now about that 'get away from it all' feeling---- well, that only 
comes in the presence of God as we worship and pray in 
private or corporately. The only place we find that peace and 
rest is in the presence of God. We find that rest even though 
we're in the midst of storms and chaos. 
  
So get ready for the road ahead! We’re not going to sit in the 
drive way with the engine running, going nowhere. We’re 
going to fearlessly get out on the road, face the challenges, 
and see the fulfillment of God’s purpose in our hearts and 
homes. 
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The Lord's Song in a Foreign Land 
 
We open this week’s Connection letter with Psalm 137:1-4 
(NKJV): By the rivers of Babylon, There we sat down, 
yea, we wept when we remembered Zion. We hung our 
harps upon the willows in the midst of it. For there, 
those who carried us away captive asked of us a song, 
And those who plundered us requested mirth, Saying, 
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” How shall we sing 
the Lord’s song in a foreign land? 
  
The writer of Psalm 137 begins by remembering his people 
being taken away from their home. Jerusalem had been 
attacked and conquered; the temple destroyed by Babylon. 
  
Defeated, with the knowledge that their country had been 
ravaged, their homes ransacked and looted, many of their 
family members and friends had died during the struggle- 
they were being “carried"- "taken against their will”  to what 
was, to them, a completely godless place. 
  
The psalmist writes how they had stopped on the journey, 
probably to rest by one of the canals of Babylon. And as they 
sit down, the Israelites begin to cry; they are weeping for all 
they had lost; their families, their homeland, the temple was 
destroyed and they were exiles from Jerusalem. 
  
The Babylonian captors begin to poke fun at their prisoners- 
to taunt them at the core of their pain…  Mockingly they ask: 
“Sing us one of those songs of Zion”- meaning, one of the 
songs they used to sing in Jerusalem, in worship, a song 
about and for God. 
  
This description, from a blog called Theological Stew, 
accurately reveals a long season for Carol and me, in 
Harrisburg.  
 
Some of you know that God made us prolific songwriters while 
we served in ministry in St. Louis, MO. We didn’t write earth-
shaking songs that could win Dove or Grammy awards, but 
they were meaningful songs for our youth, young adults, and 
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eventually for our entire church congregation. The songs 
reflected our corporate journey and echoed the sermons and 
messages that came forth out of that ministry. 
  
Since 2006, we’ve only released one song. That’s ONE song in 
almost EIGHT years, after writing nearly 200 songs in 12 
years, at a rate of at least one song every month.  
 
Occasionally someone from St. Louis will ask if we have 
released any new music and songs, but we have just said that 
we are just too busy with our jobs and the faith family. The 
truth is that our harps were hung up on the willows beside the 
rivers of Babylon. The cry in our hearts has been, “How can 
we sing the songs of Zion in a foreign land?” The spiritual, 
emotional or mental place of captivity is a foreign land for all 
Believers. 
  
We wrote a handful of songs when we first moved to 
Harrisburg, but as we went into our Babylonian captivity, we 
hung our harps and wept as the enemy taunted us over our 
losses and disappointments. 
  
A couple of weeks ago, the Lord surprised us with a prophetic 
impartation during a Saturday afternoon lunch via a couple of 
pastors from Ohio. Ever since that encounter, the Lord has 
been continually working in us. 
  
One day, while sitting at work, completing a task and listening 
on my earphones to a certain worship leader’s teaching 
session, the Spirit of God touched my heart as she revealed 
something about her private time with God. She said that her 
way of praying was often expressed in writing songs. Many of 
her prayers come forth as songs to the Lord.  
 
Instantly, the spark was ignited because that’s how it was 
with me for many years. Songs always came to me in my 
prayer time. 
  
Even though I have been praying and spending time with the 
Lord in this foreign land, I wasn’t willing to pick up that 
instrument to play and write again. Like the exiles, I didn't 
want to sing in a foreign land. I didn’t recognize that we were 
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no longer in that place of captivity. Today, we are surrounded 
by lives and stories that prove that God is fulfilling His 
promises to us in this community. 
  
Suddenly, as my heart was stirred, I was aware that there are 
eight years of songs built up and stored up inside of me. 
They’ve been there all along. I transitioned from feeling 
empty to feeling like I was eight-years pregnant with music. 
  
So last week, I installed our music studio software on our 
home computer and started writing songs again. There are so 
many tunes bubbling inside of me that it’s like trying to 
control a dam by letting a little bit of water out at a time 
through a narrow hose. It just explodes out of my heart and I 
can't write the lyrics fast enough. Two songs came forth the 
first night and I found myself awake past midnight. I had to 
stop myself because I still have a job to get to every morning. 
  
So we’re sending this email just to let you know that new 
songs are on the way Urban Life family. They are new songs 
about the Urban Life family’s journey. They are OUR stories, 
OUR testimonies, OUR experiences, OUR victories in the Lord 
OUR God. We’ll begin teaching you the new songs as soon as 
we can. 
  
The reason it’s so important that we teach you the songs is 
because it has been proven that a faith family PRACTICES, 
what they SING; especially if the songs are birthed from that 
congregation or its leaders. Years ago, we always wrote a 
song to go with each message or lesson. We think it's time to 
get back to that again. If we sing the message, we will 
practice the message. If we practice the message, we will live 
the message. If we live the message, we will become the 
message. 
  
It’s nice to sing the music from Hillsong, Bethel, Planet 
Shakers, Israel Houghton and all the others, but there is a 
different and powerful anointing that is released when the 
songs come from our own lives and out of our own hearts. 
  
Urban Life, we have come out of the foreign land of captivity 
and we’re going to sing OUR songs of Zion. 
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After 8 long years, Carol and I are finally back in the studio. 
The last song we released was I JUST KNOW WE WIN (2006). 
So far, I've been laying down a few rehearsal tracks. It's a 
very raw and rough mix and we haven't completed all of the 
vocals, yet. However, we wanted to give our faith family a 
preview of things to come. 
  
The lyrics are as follows: 
  
The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me,  
To set the captives free, bring liberty 
Through us His love's revealed,  
Broken hearts are healed; Empty lives are filled 
  
(Chorus) 
He's Rebuilding and Restoring, Renewing our Families 
Now there's Singing and Dancing, Rejoicing in the City 
(Repeat) 
  
The Spirit of the Lord has covered me,  
To heal the pain, take away my grief 
Through us His heart's revealed,  
To wipe away the tears; Drive away the fears 
  
(Chorus) 
He's Rebuilding and Restoring, Renewing our Families 
Now there's Singing and Dancing, Rejoicing in the City 
(Repeat) 
  
(Bridge) 
He’s given us beauty for the ashes 
All of the dark days are past tense 
The oil of joy for mourning 
A new day is dawning 
  
(Vamp) 
Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing our Families 
There's Singing and Dancing, Rejoicing in the City 
Beauty for ashes; Dark days are past tense 
Oil of joy for mourning; A new day is dawning 

  
Written by Chris and Carol Green 
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Getting Equipped 
  
A few weeks ago I came across a cartoon drawing on 
Facebook. It depicted a pastor taking the brain out of an 
attendee and saying, “Welcome to church. You won’t be 
needing this.” 
  
The cartoon emphatically declares that when you attend a 
church gathering, you don’t need to think. You don’t need 
your brain. It’s basically saying that weekly messages and 
lessons from the Bible are for people who don’t have a mind 
of their own, or it's saying Believers don’t really think for 
themselves. Worse yet, it's saying pastors encourage people 
to not really engage their minds when they come to church. 
  
Nothing could be further from the truth. So I responded to the 
cartoon by posting a message to our Urban Life Facebook 
followers: 
  
“This will never be true at the Urban Life Family Center. We 
expect spiritual and mental engagement with the Bible as we 
explore the life and ministry of Christ. We are making every 
attempt to provide solid contextual and balanced instruction in 
the Word of God, to not only inspire our faith, but to also 
challenge our thinking!” 
  
This Midweek Connection features another mind-challenging, 
heart-probing message. By now you have realized that Chris 
and Carol Green talk about life and bring up issues in ways 
that go beyond the surface. We don’t preach condemnation 
sermons about WHAT people do, because we delve into WHY 
people do what they do. 
  
We address more than the problems and trials that we are all 
going through in life. We get into the overall purpose and will 
of God and how what we are going through is connected to 
the ONE who is greater than ourselves. 
  
We don’t give you an emotionally charged and hyped up 
church service about getting a financial breakthrough or 
gaining deliverance from some storm in your life. We 
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emphasize the importance of learning Biblical principles and 
Godly wisdom, so that we can understand how we got into the 
situation, how we can navigate our way out of it, how we can 
avoid getting back into a similar circumstance, and how to 
turn the focus of our lives to Christ. 
  
By now you realize that we don’t try to answer everyone’s 
questions or solve everyone’s problems here at Urban Life, 
but we try to provide the tools that everyone will need; so 
that each person can learn and grow in the ways of God and 
not become dependent upon a pastor or another Believer to 
spoon feed them the scriptures or carry them in every single 
step they must take in their life. We want you to learn how to 
properly read and understand the Bible for yourself. 
  
Last Sunday, we explored some of the reasons WHY this 
ministry functions the way it functions; so you can have a 
healthy expectation of what GOD is actually trying to 
accomplish in your heart and home. 
  
If you don’t understand that Urban Life is a place where 
Believers are being TRAINED and COACHED to live out their 
faith outside of the walls of our facility, then you might 
become very frustrated, confused or disappointed with the 
direction in which we are going. 
  
There are several benefits for you and your family when 
connecting with a LIFE-DEVELOPMENT ministry like Urban 
Life. 
 
A life-development ministry establishes the foundation of 
Christ in your life. For instance, did you know that the Bible is 
not about us? It was not written just for us to pick up quotes 
on how to get through our problems. It was written to point 
us to Christ. Accepting this foundational truth will change your 
life forever. 
  
According to Ephesians 4, there are several benefits to having 
the right foundation, but we’ll just mention three for now. 
  
First: A solid, Christ-centered, foundation will keep you from 
being tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine or the 
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trickery of men in cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting. 
Stability will come into your life and you won’t be swept away 
by the latest trends, fads and false teachings from some 
Christian entertainment and television programs. 
  
Second: This solid foundation will help you grow up (mature) 
in Christ. 
  
Third: This foundation will help you find your place in the 
Body of Christ and enable you to do your part with no envy, 
strife, or insecurity in your heart. 
  
As we continue to move forward in this season of the Open 
Door, we are being equipped to serve in our families, on our 
jobs, in our schools, and in this community.  
 
So come prepared, every week, to engage your brain. Come 
prepared to have the Word of God challenge the way you 
think and live. Come prepared to learn about the priority of 
Christ in every area of our lives. Come prepared to be 
equipped to do the work of the ministry. 
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God Can Use Us, Too 
 
We are making some amazing discoveries as we simply read 
about the life and ministry of Christ. We are gaining a much 
better understanding about the culture of that era and the 
various religious, political and social issues of that time.  
 
Even though we are reading about things that happened long 
ago, isn’t it astounding to see that we are experiencing the 
same crisis in our time. In spite of the technology and 
advancements of mankind, people are still facing the same 
issues today. 
  
Through Zacharias, Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary, the wise men and 
John the Baptist, we have discovered an incredible series of 
events that led up to the official launching of Jesus’ ministry. 
We have been digging into the background of the stories and 
have learned how God powerfully used all of these people. 
  
Some 700 years before them, Isaiah prophesied about John 
the Baptist and the Christ. Three hundred years later, Malachi 
prophesied about John the Baptist. God certainly made sure 
that mankind would be able to recognize the messiah when 
He came. He made sure that it would be clear and established 
for all; that these were not random events. 
  
By the time the word of the Lord came to John the Baptist, 
who was in the wilderness, he was able to come forth with a 
fiery message of repentance and returning to the true and 
living God. 
  
Now the Lord is setting us up to come forth with His word in 
our time. Like John, we must come forth with boldness and 
assurance. We must point people to the true messiah, the 
true deliverer. 
  
It is our prayer that this ongoing series of teachings about 
Christ is making an impact on your life. When we read about 
the way God used John and many others to make a difference 
in the world, it encourages us to know that God can use us, 
too. 
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Normalcy Bias 
 
Have you ever heard of normalcy bias, or normality bias? 
This refers to a mental state people enter when facing a 
disaster. It causes them to underestimate both the possibility 
of a disaster occurring and its possible effects. This may 
results in situations where people fail to adequately prepare 
for a disaster, and on a larger scale, the failure of 
governments to include the populace in its disaster 
preparation plans.   
 
The assumption that people make when they are suffering 
from normalcy bias is that since a disaster has never 
occurred, then it will never occur. It can result in the inability 
of people to cope with a disaster once it occurs. People with a 
normalcy bias tend to interpret warnings in the most 
optimistic way possible. 
 
In the case of many American Christians, they turn to every 
positive Bible scripture they can find or they constantly watch 
positive messages on Christian TV, to try not to think about 
what is coming. This is because people with normalcy bias 
have difficulties reacting to something they have not 
experienced before. They would rather act like they can't see 
it, can't hear it, or they never talk about it. 
 
They respond to God's warnings the same way Israel 
responded to the prophet Jeremiah.  In an online article titled 
WARNINGS IGNORED, posted in the fall of 2002, the author 
Douglas Winnail wrote about the way American Christians fail 
to heed prophetic warnings.  
 
He wrote: The Christian world is selective about what it 
believes from the Bible. Scripture states that "God is love"    
(1 John 4:8) and that a loving God sent His Son to die for the 
sins of the world (John 3:16). Jesus taught that we should 
love God, our neighbors and even our enemies. (Matthew 
5:44; 22:36–40). For centuries these noble teachings have 
been embraced. 
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However, this same God also sent prophets to warn His 
chosen people and the world that serious consequences would 
result if His instructions were ignored and His laws were 
violated (see Deuteronomy 28). This crucial aspect of biblical 
teaching has never been popular.  
 
Sadly, most of the warnings God sent through His prophets 
went unheeded—and millions suffered terrible consequences 
as a result. Our modern world would be wise to heed the 
biblical prophets, because their warnings ultimately focus on 
the end of the age—the times in which we are living.  
 
Winnail goes on to say: God blessed the Israelites and gave 
them His laws so they could be an example to the world 
(Deuteronomy 4:1–8). However, the rebellious, independent-
minded Israelites forgot God, violated His laws and followed 
other religions (Jeremiah 7:22–26). Out of concern for His 
chosen people, God sent a series of prophets to warn them 
that unless they changed their ways they would reap severe 
penalties, including disastrous defeats and foreign captivity. 
God's prophets were instructed to: "Cry aloud… tell My people 
their transgressions, and the house of Israel their sins."  
(Isaiah 58:1) 
 
Instead of heeding God's warnings, the Israelites ignored, 
mocked, persecuted and even murdered God's prophets.  
 
Isaiah was told: "Do not prophesy to us right things 
[uncomfortable truths]; speak to us smooth things" (Isaiah 
30:10)—and he was later cut in half by his own countrymen.  
 
Jeremiah was threatened: "Do not prophesy in the name of 
the Lord, lest you die by our hand" (Jeremiah 11:21). He was 
thrown into a dungeon several times by his own people 
(Jeremiah 37:14–16; 38:6). As a result of violating God's laws 
and despising His prophets, the nations of Israel and Judah 
lost God's protection, were conquered by their enemies, and 
were carried into captivity to Assyria and Babylon. They paid a 
heavy price for failing to heed the warnings from God. 
 
We realize the opposite of normalcy bias would be 
overreaction, or "worst-case thinking" bias. People who are 
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like this have a tendency to take every tiny negative thing 
they see or hear as an impending catastrophe. 
 
So we want to bring some balance and truth to you today. 
 
For several years, America has been racing toward destruction 
like a blindfolded racecar driver, streaking down the track at 
200 miles-per-hour. We have outlawed prayer in schools; 
approved the killing of the unborn (resulting in abortions at a 
rate of over 3,000 per day); promoted greed, violence and 
explicit sexual acts on television 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week; we punish good people while blessing the evil ones; we 
approve gay marriage; snatched away the basic rights of 
citizens through healthcare laws; and make every effort to 
crush the knowledge of God and the Bible. 
 
For years we have talked about perilous times and learning to 
recognize the seasons we are in. While most of the Christian 
TV ministers continue to prophesy about a beautiful future for 
everyone, our politicians and government officials continue to 
lie to the public, even as they abandon the ship by getting on 
their secret financial life-boats because they know that 
America has hit an iceberg and the Titanic (our country) is 
sinking fast. 
 
When this happened to Germany in 1923, that nation 
collapsed into poverty beyond belief. When it happened to 
Great Britain in the 1970’s they collapsed into poverty, crime, 
riots, protest, etc. That’s what has happened in recent years 
to Greece and many other nations that we see in the news, 
but the American media does not explain why these people 
are rioting and protesting in the streets. That’s because our 
media is feeding our normalcy bias.  
 
Here is one report from Swiss company, Vision Bancorp: “…as 
welfare benefits expire, unemployment continues to rise, and 
persistent budget deficits force American politicians to cut 
welfare spending for all but the most needy individuals, we 
will see a dramatic increase in the number of riots and 
violence in the U.S." 
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Some of our readers will check with their financial experts to 
see if what I'm saying is true, but many financial advisers will 
dismiss this warning because they have their own 
commissions, fees, reputations and companies to maintain for 
as long as they can. You will not get a straight answer from 
someone who is trying to save their own skin. That's why it's 
up to God's leaders to sound the alarm! 
 
What do I mean when I talk about America's collapse? 
  
From a financial standpoint: I mean your job would end 
because your company would fold. Your money would be gone 
because the banks would close. Your debit card would no 
longer work and your credit card would be useless. Your 
savings or retirement would vanish overnight. Your social 
security checks, pension checks, and pay checks would stop, 
and any money that you had in your bank at the time of the 
collapse would disappear. Whatever amount of gas you had in 
your car would be all you would have left. Whatever amount 
of food was in your home would be all you would have left. 
There would be riots, as people would storm through grocery 
stores and department stores for food and supplies.  
 
This is not make believe! That's exactly what happened when 
Hurricane Katrina hit Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana back 
in August of 2005. They had been warned and warned, but 
the people and the government were stuck in their normalcy 
bias. In the end, hundreds of people died and the city of New 
Orleans was in absolute chaos.  
 
From a political and governmental standpoint: We would see a 
completely different governmental power come into reality. 
Most likely it would be an Islamic-dominated political system, 
imposing Sharia Law at local levels of government. Now 
maybe you can see why America's government has been 
quietly preparing a different military to control the population 
when the collapse hits this country. And please know that the 
transition of power would be by means of a bloody, brutal, 
civil, national and global war. 
 
Chris and Carol, you’re scaring me! How could this possibly 
happen?  
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We’re not trying to scare you. We’re trying to shake you out 
of your normalcy bias. This is not a possibility. It is an 
inevitable outcome…UNLESS… unless the Church in America 
turns back to God. 
 
Matthew 24: 21-22 reads: For then there will be great 
distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now 
and never to be equaled again. If those days had not been cut 
short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect 
those days will be shortened. 
 
Verses 32-33 reads: Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: 
As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you 
know that summer is near. Even so, when you see all these 
things, you know that it (the end) is near, right at the 
door. 
  
So what's the proper response? 
  
...if My people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.  ---2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV) 
  
Get your heart and soul away from depending on your job, 
making money and pursuing the American dream. That's all 
dead and gone now. That pursuit is officially over. Now it's 
time to seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. It's 
time to seek God like never before!  
  
As you know, God has given us an assignment to rebuild, 
restore and renew hearts and homes. 
  
Are you with us? Let's do this! 
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'Just Enough' Is Not Enough 
  
I can definitely tell you that we are a different faith family 
from who we were just a month ago. We are getting to know 
one another as we spend time together in social gatherings 
away from the Family Center. This means we are becoming 
more connected as we are building genuine relationships. We 
are stepping into the MORE aspect of what God whispered to 
me at the beginning of Sunday’s session. 
  
We can honestly declare that ‘just enough’ is not enough for 
us. We don’t want to do ‘just enough’ to get by. We don’t 
want ‘just enough’ to survive. We don’t want to do ‘just 
enough’ when so much more is available to all of us. 
  
Can you imagine how much God can use this faith family to 
bring His love and life into hearts and homes if we don’t settle 
for ‘just enough’? 
  
Oswald Chambers once said, “The GOOD is always the enemy 
of the BEST." At Urban Life, we won’t settle for what is just 
good enough to get a passing grade. We always want to give 
God our best. And we want to receive ALL of God’s best for 
us. 
  
O’ how I hate the mentality in this community that rewards 
mediocrity and forces people to pay top dollars for inferior 
business practices.  Last week I found a very poorly designed 
website for a very important Christian event.  
 
As a leader in this community I must say, we simply cannot 
represent our God in such an immature way. We must strive 
for more. 
  
We say it all the time at Urban Life: We must do the BEST we 
can with what God has given us! If we show ourselves to be 
faithful with a little, He will make us stewards over MORE. 
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Everything Has Led to This Moment 
  
A couple weeks ago I shared a bit of our story with an 
assembly of prayer leaders and ministers, as we met to 
strategize and prepare for the prayer gathering that will be 
held in August at the Giant Center in Hershey, PA. 
 
I told them how the Lord led Carol and me to Harrisburg in 
2004, to start a ministry that would rebuild, restore and 
renew hearts and homes. Along the way we have had many 
battles and yet, we have met many other leaders in this 
community. A lot of them seemed to be very down and 
disappointed about how their lives and ministries have 
progressed through the years. Mostly it was the lack of 
progression that had so many of them so discouraged. 
 
Like us, they had many expectations based upon prophetic 
words and prophetic promises that had been given to them in 
both private and public settings. In our ten-year journey in 
Harrisburg, there have been several pastoral prayer 
gatherings that seemed to get started with great fire and then 
fizzled out. Then there have been large prayer gatherings of 
Believers that seemed to spark some movement, but that 
faded out, too. There have been various pastors and leaders 
experiencing personal battles and ministry failures. Each time 
something has been launched in this region, it seemed to fade 
out over time. 
  
We also noticed that many Believers constantly talked about 
the bad experiences they had in their churches. They often 
repeated the stories over and over and over again. It was an 
indication that they, too, were stuck in the past. 
 
I told the group how God has been connecting us to certain 
people and specific leaders over the past ten years. All of 
those connections, in spite our own hurts and 
disappointments, still led to this moment of sitting at that 
table, that night, with that group of people. It all still led to 
this opportunity to become part of this upcoming national 
prayer gathering. 
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I told them we must all stop looking back at the 
disappointments because many of those disappointments 
were merely the result of things not turning out the way WE 
expected. What if things were actually moving forward 
according to God’s plan? 
  
I asked everyone, ‘What if God was accomplishing, all along, 
what HE had in mind?’ Maybe our experiences in other 
ministries and other prayer gatherings were simply God’s way 
of connecting the right people to someday come together at 
just the right time, in the right place, to pray for our nation. I 
watched the Holy Spirit encourage several people through that 
revelation.  
 
I share this story with you today because the same thing 
applies to our faith family. 
 
Somehow, your journey to other churches and ministries still 
led you to your new Urban Life family. Your winding path still 
led you to the precious brothers and sisters that you 
fellowship with today. Now we share in Holy Communion and 
Divine intercession as we move forward in the purpose and 
plan of God for our faith family. 
  
You can stop rehearsing the hurts and disappointments of the 
past and start embracing a Godly future. You can know for 
sure that you are not alone in this journey. There really are 
others who are seeking God just like you. There really are 
others who want to praise and worship God, just like you. 
There really are others who love God and want to live for Him, 
just like you. 
 
From our perspective, as your leaders, we were praying and 
asking God for a congregation that wanted to serve Him with 
all their hearts, the same way we wanted to serve with all our 
hearts. Our path and your paths finally crossed and look 
where we are today. The journey for each one of us has led us 
to this open door, and this marvelous opportunity to sit at the 
same table with the Lord and to dine together, with Him. 
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Now we must stop allowing the disappointment of the past to 
hinder us from embracing this moment of destiny that has 
been set before us. 
 
Our nation, state, city, neighborhoods and families are in 
crisis and WE have the solution. We have the answer. God has 
given us a testimony. He has given us gifts and abilities. He 
has given us technology. He has given us a strategy. And 
we’re going to take what God has placed in our hands and go 
forth to make a difference in our world. 
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Joined and Knit Together 
 
Do you ever wonder why God has united us? We don’t think it 
is a coincidence that God has brought YOU to this ministry. 
 
If you get an opportunity, please go back and look at the 
vision the Lord gave us as a practical way to restore, renew 
and rebuild hearts and homes. You will see that the Urban Life 
is much more than a local church assembly.  
 
When you see the vision, you will be surprised to learn that 
for each area, God is already assembling people who have a 
passion for that particular outreach. We have those who love 
to cook and have a heart for hospitality. We have those who 
are already working with young women. We have one who 
loves working on cars. We have those who have experience 
with young people. We have those who can teach sewing. We 
have those who have a real soft spot for helping us feed 
hungry students.  We already have those who have a heart for 
children.   
 
Could it be that God is supplying the personnel for this vision 
and as the personnel come together, He will open the door for 
the facilities? 
 
We no longer try to make things happen. Right now, let’s just 
see what He does in our own hearts and homes as He 
prepares us to minister to other hearts and homes. All we 
know is that He is bringing the right parts to supply this Body 
with what it needs. 
 
Ephesians 4: 16. …from whom the whole body, joined and 
knit together by what every joint supplies, according to 
the effective working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of 
itself in love. 
 
I was recently talking to another pastor who was expressing 
his frustration that his church members would not participate 
in their own ministry’s efforts because they were going out to 
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volunteer and help other ministries in their city that were 
older and bigger. 
 
He called a meeting and told everyone that they must 
appreciate and honor the place that God has called them and 
not become awestruck with what other churches are doing. 
They must stay focused on the place where God has called 
them. Otherwise they will be out of order and forcing God to 
send someone else to take their place or send their leader to 
another city where the people will rally around him to do the 
work of the ministry. 
 
When Jesus called the disciples, He called them to BE with 
Him. He didn’t call them to DO anything at first. So right now, 
we’re just learning how to BE with Him, get to know each 
other, and not do a whole lot. Like the disciples and like that 
pastor’s members, we are called together first. 
 
I saw one pastor post on Facebook that he couldn’t live if he 
couldn’t preach. Well, we don’t feel that way. We know we can 
live without preaching and teaching. However, we know 
couldn’t live if we couldn’t BE with the Lord. We really don’t 
need a ministry in order to be fulfilled. We no longer need to 
be busy to have self-worth.  
 
All we need is the presence of the Lord and the fellowship of 
our brothers and sisters. Out of these two things, flows 
ministry and service. Out of these things, flows the 
camaraderie for spiritual warfare. 
 
So we wrote all of that to say, let’s keep coming together to 
get more equipping. Be patient. God is getting us ready for 
what He has called us to do in this community. 
 
Some of you are so accustomed to being busy that Urban 
Life’s current strategy might have you feeling like you’re not 
doing anything. But please recognize that God doesn’t want 
you busy working. He wants you to get accustomed to waiting 
and receiving in His presence; learning how to recognize His 
voice.  
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The life of worship doesn’t begin with serving God through 
activities in a local church. The life of worship begins by losing 
your self in the presence, purpose and will of God. 
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The Boiling Frog 
  
If you plunge a frog into boiling water, it will try to jump out. 
But if you place the frog into cool water and slowly heat it to 
boiling, the frog won’t notice and will slowly cook to death. 
Even though this is a myth, the thought behind it is what 
many are attempting to communicate to a nation that is right 
now boiling in debilitating bliss. 
 
While millions of Christian Believers remain focused on the 
latest reality TV shows and the personal pursuit of prosperity, 
the world is falling apart around them. Like the clueless frog, 
they don’t seem to notice or care. They live under the 
delusion that none of these things will affect them. 
 
When they see the 12-second video bytes on the news, they 
conclude that they are observing the problems of THOSE 
people, in THOSE countries and none of that will have any 
effect on them. 
 
However, the reality is that the Islamic Jihads are already 
taking place right here in America. Numerous cases have 
already been buried as attacks on Christians by Muslims are 
hidden away by the police and the media. 
 
The gay agenda has done a great job of masking their agenda 
behind human rights and acceptance, but even the people 
who have escaped from the gay lifestyle have come out and 
spoken boldly that the gay agenda is not about civil rights or 
acceptance. Their goal is to completely take over and the best 
way to do that is to take over media, education and politics. 
They have done all three. 
 
Did you know they have a manifesto? It was written and 
published back in the 1980's. They got so much pushback 
from the publication that they backpedalled and claimed it 
was just satire. They still promote that deception to this day. 
 
Before someone starts to think your pastors might be 
homophobic, here’s a direct quote from their published 
agenda: 
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“We shall sodomize your sons, emblems of your feeble 
masculinity, of your shallow dreams and vulgar lives. We shall 
seduce him in your schools, in your dormitories, in your 
gymnasiums, in your locker rooms, sports arenas, seminaries, 
truck stops, male clubs, and in your Houses of Congress. 
 
Wherever men are with men together, your sons shall become 
our minions and do our bidding. They will be re-cast in OUR 
image. They will come to crave and adore us. 
 
All laws banning homosexuality will be revoked. If you dare 
cry "homo", "fairy", or "queer" at us, we will stab you in your 
cowardly hearts. 
 
All churches who condemn us will be closed. Our only gods 
are handsome young men. 
 
We shall be victorious because we are fueled with the 
ferocious bitterness of the oppressed. 
 
We too, are capable of firing guns and manning the barricades 
of ultimate revolution.” 
 
Wow! If a church came out with a threat to take up guns to 
advance their cause, the pastor would be jailed immediately. 
Besides that, if this was only satire, why do we see every part 
of it coming true today? This was not satire. It was a strategy. 
 
However, the one group they won’t confront is the Muslims. 
Even though they know Islamic law condemns homosexuality 
and even penalizes it with death, they won’t dare speak out 
against Islamic nations or people. Why? Well, because the 
people behind the radical gay agenda are bullies. Everyone 
knows that bullies pick on the people they feel are the easiest 
ones to intimidate. It's obvious that they think Christians are 
an easy target. 
 
Therefore, as more Christians are moved out of power and 
influence and as more Muslims and Gays are moved into 
power and influence, these two sides are headed for a major 
collision. 
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This is just one aspect of why the waters are boiling in 
America and why God is awakening His true Church. 
 
So what is the response from Urban Life today? We won’t be 
like the boiling frog, that’s for sure. 
 
God has given us an assignment to rebuild, restore and renew 
hearts and homes. In the midst of these ideological, 
philosophical and moral wars, there will be casualties of war 
and we must be ready, like today’s first-responders, to go into 
the fire and rescue the wounded. 
 
So let’s stay on course, stay united in prayer, and stay united 
in purpose. 
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Leanness of Soul 
 
Part of the tragedy of many Believers today is that they don’t 
understand they are not living in the will of God. Due to very 
poor teaching that is pumped through several of today’s 
Christian television broadcast, podcast and webcast, many 
have been led to feel validated merely because God has 
answered their prayers. 
 
Today, we want to show you that answered prayers are not 
always a validation from God. Did you know that you can 
insist on having your way with so much intensity and defiance 
that God will give in to your demands? 
 
Here’s proof! 
 
When the Psalmist recalled a couple of incidents where God’s 
own people made demands of Him, we clearly see that He met 
their demands, but He also added something else. 
 
Psalm 106: 13-15 reads: "They soon forgot His works; They 
did not wait for His counsel, But lusted exceedingly in the 
wilderness, And tested God in the desert. And He gave them 
their request, But sent leanness into their soul." 
 
Could it be that a huge reason why the Church is so weak in 
America is because God has sent leanness into our souls? A 
lean soul is a heart, mind and spirit that are never satisfied. 
They’re never content, never at peace or resting in divine 
security. A lean soul is always longing for a something new, 
something special, or something more, but it never obtains 
what it craves.  
 
So the lean soul searches beyond the boundaries of God for 
fulfillment and satisfaction. A lean soul cannot provide help 
and depth to others in their journey. A lean soul cannot offer 
wisdom from the word of God. It can offer personal 
experience and that experience is basically a shallow 
relationship with God that gets depressed and quits on God 
when things go wrong. It throws a temper tantrum and 
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quotes scriptures to demand blessings from God. It threatens 
to leave the faith if he or she does not get their way. 
 
Here’s the worse part, many of today’s preachers teach that 
this kind of lifestyle is a Godly lifestyle. Lean-souled preachers 
tell lean-souled Believers that all they have to do is quote 
scriptures when they are in trouble and demand that God 
perform His Word.  
 
Now there are thousands of Believers who have no idea what 
it means to live under the commands and constraining love of 
God. They have no depth of wisdom and peace within them 
and they feel justified in their rebellious and compromising 
lifestyle simply because every time they get themselves in 
trouble, God always bails them out.  
 
They don’t understand that with every bail out, their soul 
becomes even leaner, even more malnourished, even drier, 
even more hardened against the will and purpose of God. 
That’s why we have thousands and maybe even millions of 
Believers who have bought into the world system and world’s 
views on social, economic and political issues. 
 
We don’t claim to have all the answers and we don’t claim to 
be perfect in our journey. But we do declare that we refuse to 
teach that every time God answers your prayers, it is a sign of 
His approval of your lifestyle and choices. 
 
While it remains true that God loves us and will do anything 
for us, the true mark of a son or daughter of God is that they 
strive to love God unconditionally, too. They strive to please 
HIM and not just please themselves. While they realize God 
will always be there for them, they also start living in such a 
way as to show God that they will be there for Him, too. True 
followers of Christ have longing souls instead of lean souls. 
They have a desire for God that goes beyond their own 
desires. 
 
So what are we doing to stem the tide? 
 
At Urban Life, we are obeying the strategy the Lord gave us 
for this ministry. He told us to return to the pattern of the 
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early church in the second chapter of Acts. We are giving 
ourselves to apostolic teaching and fellowship, to breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 
 
We’re not avoiding the tough issues of life and we’re making 
every effort to hold everything, including our personal 
opinions and views, to the standard of God’s word. We want 
you to be like the Bereans of Acts 17 and check out the 
scriptures for yourself to see if what we are teaching is really 
what the Bible says and if it’s what the Bible really means. 
 
Let’s continue on this journey together.  
 
Psalm 107:9 assures us, “…He satisfies the longing soul, 
and fills the hungry soul with goodness.” 
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It's All About Jesus 
 
Last week we came across a CNN article from December of 
2010. It was about an extremely successful pastor who 
resigned from his church because he was getting to be too 
famous. Yes, you read that correctly. He stopped because he 
was becoming too famous. 
 
Here’s a brief excerpt from that article: 
 
He was the senior pastor of a 4,000-member church in 
California. He was a sought-after speaker at major 
conferences, wrote two best sellers and launched a DVD 
teaching series. 
 
Then he abruptly resigned and left the country. 
 
But in this pastor's unexpected journey there apparently is no 
hidden scandal, no money trail, and no ‘other’ woman. 
 
“I just want to disappear for a while,” he said in late 
September as he prepared to leave his Church in Simi Valley, 
California for an undisclosed location in Asia. 
 
Before selling his house and packing up his wife and three 
children, this pastor was becoming “Christian famous” in 
Evangelical circles. 
 
“Even in my own church I heard my name more than I heard 
the words, ‘Holy Spirit’,” he said. 
 
That was a big part of the reason he walked away at the peak 
of his professional career. 
 
“I think there has been too much emphasis on me. I want to 
be used by God, but I think we have this desire to make 
heroes out of people rather than following God and the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
He quotes the apostle Paul, who told his followers “I didn’t die 
for you.” 
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In his world of big conference crowds, multiple services each 
week, and instant access to social media, the notion of 
pastoral care had begun to change. His fame was straining his 
work as a pastor. 
 
We share this story with you today because THIS is exactly 
how we feel about our role in Harrisburg. 
 
If people leave our Sunday gatherings and they're only 
thinking about our singing, our teaching and our wonderful 
marriage, then we have failed. 
 
If people feel that they MUST talk to Chris and Carol about 
their problems and they MUST get US to help them, then we 
have failed. Pastors have ONE job: To lead the sheep to the 
food and water. And we're not the food (the word) and we’re 
not the water (the Spirit). 
 
A faith family or an assembly of Believers is not about the 
shepherd. It's all about JESUS!!!!!! 
 
Although we are very thankful that the Lord is using our 
books, DVD’s and our internet outreach to bless many lives, it 
does not mean that we are to become some type of superstar 
pastoral celebrities. The whole point of everything we give 
away and pour out is to make sure that you know how to hear 
from God and obey His voice in your heart and in your home. 
It’s not to get people to look to US for the answers. 
 
Already we are noticing that as God starts to elevate our 
names and our influence in this community, it immediately 
begins to attract people who want to get something from us 
that will provide them some kind of extra advantage in their 
life. 
 
There is nothing we can do to help anybody except to offer 
them Jesus. If Jesus is not enough, then we certainly can’t do 
more for anyone than He can. 
 
We have launched into another 31-day prayer watch and we 
are seeking God concerning our nation. The day will come 
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when Chris and Carol, nor any other pastors and leaders will 
be able to give people an encouraging word or an extra boost. 
We won’t be able to give them a word of wisdom or a word of 
counsel. So now is the time to dedicate and consecrate 
ourselves before the Lord, fast, pray, seek His face, and obey 
His voice. 
 
If revival breaks forth upon the land, you’re going to be 
needed in the trenches to disciple souls. If disaster breaks out 
upon our land, you can’t be in a mindset of trying to seek out 
a pastor to try to figure out what to do. You’ll need to have 
the word of God, already hidden in your own heart, in your 
own home, so that you won’t sin (or miss) the will of God. 
 
We’re not interested in becoming famous pastors with a 
famous faith family filled with famous Christians. Our only 
desire is that we will all be faithful to Christ. 
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We're On the Brink 
  
There are so many dark forces that are already within this 
country that it is amazing that we aren’t in the midst of civil 
war right now. 
 
Please understand that our nation is on the brink today. We’re 
stepping forward into either the greatest revival our nation 
has ever known, or we’re stepping into the collapse of the 
nation as we have known it. 
  
In my hometown, there has been rioting following the 
shooting of a Black teen by a White policeman. Our world is 
falling apart even now. 
 
Many years ago, when Carol I traveled to Africa, we became 
aware of how chaotic and barbaric the world really is. We 
became of aware of how unpredictable and unsafe the world 
really is. We became aware of just how blessed we have been 
to be born in the United States. While most of the world hates 
America, they have also envied us. Many have been driven to 
overthrow our country. That's why our military and many 
others have worked so hard to protect our freedom. 
 
There has been a constant and persistent effort to infiltrate 
our country on every level and sadly enough, the efforts have 
been successful and we are now closed in on every side in 
nearly every aspect of society. 
 
We've been here before. That's where America was when it 
was forced into World War II. 
 
Meanwhile, many Christian Believers continue to mindlessly 
and aimlessly pursue wealth, fame, and security. Personal 
dreams and fantasies have blinded their vision to the reality of 
what’s going on in our world. 
 
For instance, did you know that crowds of Islamic protesters 
have recently marched in Chicago and in New York, calling for 
the elimination of Israel as a nation? Do you understand that 
they are following the same pattern that they implement in 
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the countries from which they have come? Their next steps 
have usually been acts of violence: car bombings, building 
bombings, and suicide bombings. One group has already 
talked about a plan to release anthrax, to kill millions of 
Americans. 
  
Jihadi websites were lighting up last Friday saying that Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi is calling on Muslims around the world to 
attack the U.S. homeland! 
 
Just like they have done in various countries around the 
world, they plan to bomb churches, target Christians and kill 
anyone who embraces any other belief other than theirs. It’s 
coming, everyone. 
 
Please heed the warning. It’s coming. 
  
The people who HATE Christians and Jews are right here in 
America; in Pennsylvania, in Harrisburg, in our schools, and in 
our neighborhoods. They are standing ready, right now, to 
carry out that call to attack us. They’re screaming in our 
streets. They’ve completely taken over one city in Michigan. 
They openly carry banners that say "NO Democracy. We want 
just Islam!" They’re crossing the borders in the southwestern 
section of America, pretending to be Mexicans coming into 
America seeking a better life. 
 
We’re praying that it won’t take a rash of church bombings to 
wake us up. Christians all over the world are already going 
through this right now. It’s time for us to get prepared in 
America. It’s time to pray. Our biggest concern is that most of 
our people (meaning African Americans) seem to have no clue 
or concern about what is happening. We can't possibly believe 
that we will be exempt from what is coming. 
 
We don’t know what the next few weeks and months may 
hold so let me write this to you today: 
 
Carol and I have been honored to serve and do our small part 
in this massive effort to rally Believers in these calls to prayer. 
I find myself crying in my cubicle at work, weeping in my 
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pillow at night, and interceding in my vehicle as I drive the 
streets of Harrisburg. 
 
I am fully confident that I can stand before my Lord and 
savior and say I have done, to the best of my ability, with 
what HE gave me, all that I could do to prepare His people for 
this great and terrible day of the Lord. 
 
Over the last five years we have written and released several 
books to instruct and encourage God’s people. We have given 
the books freely to those who attend our weekly gatherings. 
We’ve made them available online for people outside of this 
community who desire to obtain them. We have produced well 
over 800 videos and video clips to keep the word going forth 
long after we have completed our Kingdom assignment in 
Harrisburg. 
  
In other words, we’ve done everything we could do to help 
our faith family become a part of history and not just merely 
read about it. The last thing I ever want to have to say is that 
I wish I had done… 
 
In our 25 years of ministry, we’ve come across a ton of people 
who SAY they want a new move of God. 
 
They SAY they want something more. Yet, when the moment 
comes, they always drop off and miss the God-given 
opportunities to break the endless cycles of defeat and 
depression. 
 
We know we’re not the first or only pastors sent to this region 
to give God’s people a chance to get out of their bondage. 
Many pastors have come and gone through the years. Now 
the moment has come for Harrisburg and all of us in Urban 
Life. We now stand on this brink together. 
 
After this season, we will have crossed the threshold into a 
mind-blowing triumph in God or into the catastrophic collapse 
of hearts and homes built on sand. The choice is up to each 
and every one of us. 
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We’re praying that we're stepping into a nation-sweeping 
revival in the church. Don’t miss it. You’ve been waiting all of 
your life for this moment. 



 81

An Open Door for Repentance 
  
Over a week ago, in my hometown of St. Louis, Missouri, a 
young man was shot and killed by a police officer after he had 
some type of altercation with that officer. As he ran, he was 
shot at from behind and eye witnesses say he stopped, turned 
around and put his hands up to surrender. Instead arresting 
him and putting him in handcuffs, he was shot 5 more times. 
Then his body was left in the street for about four hours.  
  
I was born and raised in St. Louis. Carol and I lived in that 
apartment complex where this all took place. We are 
extremely familiar with that area. Several of our friends and 
spiritual children live in that community. My parents and other 
family members live only 10 to 15 minutes away. This is very, 
very personal for us. We admit that we have been a little 
traumatized by it. 
  
As the community responded with protest by marching down 
a main street in that area, the police came out in military and 
full riot gear. They were armed with rubber bullets, tear gas 
and attack dogs. They came for a showdown and a conflict. 
However, the protesters stopped and the two sides met in 
front of the gas station/ convenience store known as Quik 
Trip. The crowd consisted of parents, children, teenagers, 
young adults and grandparents. 
  
As the police brought the dogs closer and began to toss the 
tear gas, the crowd erupted in chaos and the younger people 
began to fight and riot, having been incited and taunted into 
that negative response. 
 
The Quik Trip was burned down and destroyed, along with 
several businesses in that immediate area. Unfortunately, that 
burned out building has become the focal point and symbol to 
the world.  
 
However, that is just a media ploy to make you think this was 
about an out of control, animalistic mob. By painting that 
picture, the masses will assume that just like the teenager 
who was shot, these people deserved to be treated this way. 
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This scenario was repeated each night, but the people didn't 
riot. They simply ran away. This also happened a fourth night, 
but this time, the police roughed up and arrested some 
national news reporters. When they were released from jail, 
they immediately reported to the world what was really going 
on. 
  
Upon that exposure, the Governor finally stepped in and 
President Obama made a statement. Then the local police 
were replaced by the Missouri Highway patrol. Things calmed 
down until another tactic was used and that was to release a 
video showing the young teen had shoplifted from a 
convenience store and pushed the owner away when he 
confronted him. This video release led to another riotous 
response.  
  
However, several dynamics are taking place between day and 
night. In the day time, people march up and down the street 
carrying signs and chanting. Many churches have come out 
also, walking up and down the streets lifting praise to God and 
praying for people. Pastors have been out there praying and 
preaching. 
 
But at night, the negative elements, most of whom are 
coming into the area from outside of that community, start 
making trouble.  
  
So a curfew has been announced and the military presence 
has returned. Now the area has been told to prepare for a 
military-like presence for the entire area. The curfew is the 
first step toward establishing martial law in an American city. 
We told you it was coming and now it's here. When martial 
law is established a curfew is imposed and all civil rights are 
suspended. 
 
What does all of this have to do with you and your city? Well, 
we hate to tell you, but whatever happens in St. Louis will 
establish a precedence to be implemented in every city in 
America. Martial law = no civil rights for anybody: Black, 
White, Latino, Asian, nobody......... 
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You may recall that we have warned and prophesied about 
these things happening. Back on November 13, 2013 we sent 
an email titled:  2014 – ‘The New America?’ and wrote these 
words of prophecy: 
  
As we watch the suffocating grip of a new system of 
government slowly coming upon our nation, all of us are left 
to wonder, how the church can continue in such an 
environment. Freedom of speech is essentially nullified. Gay 
Rights and Pro-Choice activist have vilified all religious 
organization. Muslims, within America, are now being called 
upon to start a holy jihad against Jews and Christians, and 
even Homeland Security has now classified many Christian 
groups as domestic terrorists. 
  
Believers all over America are having dreams about soldiers 
invading their homes through the initiation of martial law; 
stripping away all citizen rights. Like us, many pastors and 
Christian leaders are beginning to implement plans and 
strategies to launch home church and underground church 
gatherings, right here in America. 
  
As I share these things, please don’t panic. The Church has 
survived all kinds of cruel and harsh governments and 
movements. It’s just that in America, now it’s our turn to face 
the real struggle that has been going on, all along, all over the 
world. 
  
Today we are watching it come to pass. As much as we 
enjoyed the powerful prophetic utterances during our all-day 
prayer gathering at the Giant Center in Hershey last Saturday, 
I know that prophecy about revival is conditional. If the 
conditions of repentance, reconciliation and humility are met, 
we will see revival. But if the people of God do not repent and 
if St. Louis erupts in a major race and class war, and if the 
race riots break out in other cities, we will eventually see the 
tanks roll into Harrisburg, too. 
 
We will experience our daily lives being dictated by America's 
new military police force. 
  



 84

So what are saying? We're saying we've got ONE MORE 
CHANCE to turn and repent. We've got one last time to get it 
right.   
  
The waters are stirring. The last two weeks, the Spirit of God 
has completely taken over. We don't know what will happen 
from week to week. We don't know how much time we have 
left and we need to face each day as if though it will be our 
last. 
  
The Lord told us to declare this to be the year of the open 
door and many doors are opening. Even on a personal level, 
doors are opening as God made many connections for us at a 
regional prayer gathering. Several people have asked us to 
help them in their ministries in areas ranging from web site 
design to preaching in their churches. God is opening doors 
for us, but we still see it as end-times ministry. 
  
God has opened a door for repentance that can lead to 
revival. 
 
Will you take the invitation? 
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Fires of Revival or Fires of Riots? 
 
Almost two weeks ago, during a regional Prayer Gathering, a 
gentleman who is known as a prophet in this region asked me 
if I was from St. Louis. I told him, “Yes” and he proceeded to 
speak a word into my life. 
 
He said, “Since you are a son of St. Louis, God has given you 
authority to speak into the situation there.” 
 
The next morning, I awakened with a strong anointing 
weighing heavily upon me and a prophetic word for St. Louis. 
I made a video recording and posted it for our spiritual sons 
and daughters to share with others. Six days later, the video 
had been shared 59 times and seen by over 2,800 people. 
 
I was not trying to address if whether the young man, who 
had been killed, was innocent or guilty. I was not trying to 
defend or condemn the policeman that shot him. My total 
focus was the response of the church at that critical moment. 
 
Many churches had already been responding to the growing 
crisis. I was not trying to say that no one had been doing 
anything. My main focus was simply what God had placed in 
my spirit and that was a call for the church to get out of the 
four walls and go to the streets with praise and worship. I told 
them it was time for the church to get out of the four walls 
and go to the apartment complex where the teen was killed 
and pray for a traumatized community. I told them God was 
bringing forth a new spirit of St. Louis. 
 
One faith family, in direct response to that word, went to that 
apartment complex and walked the streets praising God and 
praying for people along the way. They even got a chance to 
pray for some police officers and for the police captain who 
was in charge of everything. It was a divinely orchestrated 
and profoundly important night.  
 
We may never know how important it was for them to do that, 
especially if the accused officer is declared innocent. There are 
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forces in play that are ready to take over that city if there is a 
massive riotous response. 
 
Now that this has become a national and international issue, 
an innocent verdict could spark riots all over the United 
States. So it basically comes down to this: Will we see the 
fires of revival or the fires of riots? We might see both. Right 
now we’re seeing revival and we want Urban Life to be a part 
of that revival. 
 
Six months ago we sent you an email about perilous times. 
We wrote that we feel intense persecution is coming against 
churches and Christian leaders. We also warned that we will 
no longer see these events taking place only in foreign 
countries. 
 
My exact quote was, “We can see a lot of trouble on the 
horizon for America, Pennsylvania and Harrisburg. The trouble 
will no longer be in the news, in some country far away. It will 
be knocking down your door or a neighbor’s door.” 
 
We know we keep repeating this like a broken CD, but, it’s 
time to pray and get ready to minister to our families, friends, 
neighbors and co-workers as these trials and tribulations 
come upon our nation. 
 
Very soon, the only way you and I will be able to even hear a 
sermon or any other type of Biblical message will be via 
internet postings. Eventually, this will go away, too. We’ve 
been sharing these things with you guys for several years now 
and you are watching it unfold right in our home city of St. 
Louis. 
 
Three weeks ago, hardly anyone had even heard of Ferguson. 
As a young couple, we actually lived in that very apartment 
complex, 29 years ago. We don’t think it’s merely coincidence 
that your pastors are THIS close to a situation that has 
become a central focus in our nation. 
 
As we watched our family, friends, and spiritual children take 
a bold stand in evangelism in our hometown, we hope it gives 
you a clear picture of what we desire for Urban Life and 
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Harrisburg. We desire to see a new spirit in Harrisburg, too. 
But like most cities, it may take a similar crisis to wake up this 
community as well. 
 
Please heed this call. It's not time for fancy sermons, 
counseling sessions, seminars and workshops. We’re not 
interested in conferences, conventions and political rallies. 
Those things have their place, in their time. But that place and 
time is not now.   
 
Right now, it’s time to seek the Lord. We desire a genuine 
encounter with the living God. 
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I Always Saw More 
 
The Lord gave me a life-altering experience over four years 
ago. It was about three weeks after the 2010 earthquake in 
Haiti. You may recall that the 7.0 magnitude quake that 
rocked Haiti on Jan 12, 2010 was the biggest urban disaster in 
modern history.  More than 200,000 people were killed, and 
another 1.5 million were left homeless. 
             
I was lying awake after a restless night of constantly seeing 
the TV images of Haiti running through my mind. I find myself 
always deeply affected by various events going on around the 
world. I began to pray in the spirit and instantly fell into a 
kind of sleep, but I wasn’t asleep. 
 
I felt a powerful wind come upon me and I was taken up out 
of Harrisburg and carried way up above the earth. Then from 
what seemed to be a satellite view of the earth, my vision was 
focused upon the United States continent. 
 
I was carried down out of space and another great wind came 
and carried me through city streets. At a speed, faster than 
sound or light, I was being carried from one city to another. 
The wind was carrying me through the streets, around 
buildings and through neighborhoods. 
 
I recognized certain parts of north St. Louis, but then I 
realized it was not just St. Louis, but I was seeing many cities 
all at the same time. I was flying on the wind through one city 
after another, in a flash of time. It’s difficult to describe how 
fast it was happening and how I was in many places all at the 
same time. 
 
I had a simple question, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" 
 
Suddenly the wind carried me high into the sky and I was 
rocketed towards the Midwest. I realized I was flying toward 
St. Louis. As I was descending, I saw the stadium, but I did 
not quite reach the city. I stopped before I reached the 
boundary of the state line. 
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I asked the Lord, “Where do you want me to go?” 
 
Suddenly, I was being pulled backwards. I thought: “Am I 
going back to Harrisburg, going to Philadelphia or New York?” 
But the wind suddenly shot me back up into a satellite type 
position, high above the Earth. 
 
I looked straight down and my view changed to that of a 
satellite image. It was as if though I were looking down upon 
a city through the lenses of a camera. I heard the sound of a 
camera shutter and the image changed to another city; then 
another city; then another and another. The images begin to 
change faster and faster until it was moving at rapid-fire 
speed.  It was far more cities than I could possibly count. 
 
Then the wind carried me back to the Earth and into my body. 
I lay there still feeling the wind and the Lord said: “I’m going 
to put YOUR name in the wind… when I do; you are to put MY 
name in the wind.”  Then I came out of the vision. 
 
Last year, on the first Sunday in September, I revealed this 
vision to the Urban Life family for the first time. It was the 
first time I publicly spoke about it. I have never had this kind 
of experience in GOD. Remember, this happened four years 
ago. 
 
Today, I share with you something that has been in my heart 
for many, many years. Through all of our training and 
experiences over the past 27 years, we have been prepared 
and groomed for a very specific latter-day ministry. And that 
ministry is starting to come alive. 
 
For the past 10 years in Harrisburg, I have always told my 
wife that from the time we first moved to Harrisburg, I have 
not seen just a faith family or a church building for our 
ministry. I ALWAYS SAW MORE. That vision happened to me 
four years ago, and I have waited for the right time just to 
begin talking about it. 
 
I can’t say that I have fully understood it, but the last three 
months have brought much of that vision into focus for me. 
For instance, in the vision, the sudden emphasis on St. Louis 
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has now come to pass. I didn’t know what that part meant 
four years ago, but it’s pretty clear now. 
 
In the vision, after that brief moment of being focused on St. 
Louis, God launched me into a position to reach the world. 
And now, as you all know, the Lord has connected us to 
people who also have a heart to reach the world.  
 
He has connected us with other like-minded pastors and 
leaders who do a lot more than just TALK, but they are people 
of ACTION, like us. They do not procrastinate and they do not 
take months and years to finally decide to make the necessary 
steps to obey the voice of God. They are not allowing the 
precious time they have left on this earth to be wasted with 
the petty pursuits of money, fame and security. 
 
We are sensing that the next part of our journey is coming 
upon us. Almost 34 years ago, we sensed God’s timing to 
move from Tulsa to St. Louis to work and serve with my 
brother. After serving in our home faith family for 17 years, 
the Holy Spirit spoke to us about moving to Harrisburg. Now 
after 10 years in Harrisburg, we sense the Lord shifting us and 
connecting us with these special people, who have the same 
call to turn our nation and our world to Christ. 
 
At this same time last year, the Lord gave us a promise that 
HE was going to Open Doors for us in 2014. 
 
"And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These 
things says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the 
key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 
no one opens. I know your works. See, I have set before you 
an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little 
strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.” 
 
It is becoming more and more evident that a new season is 
upon us and a very significant door is being opened for Carol 
and me; and for those who have joined to us, who can answer 
the call, too.  
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Responding to the Cry for Help 
 
Two nights ago, I attended a town hall meeting in Harrisburg. 
It was organized and hosted by Harrisburg Hope, an initiative 
from the office of Representative Patty Kim. The purpose of 
the meeting was to discuss some of the ways Harrisburg can 
avoid becoming the next Ferguson, MO. The meeting had a 
panel that included several key players of the Harrisburg 
landscape. 
 
One the panelist was a young minister from St. Louis. Of 
course I was pleasantly surprised. He graduated from the 
same high school as the police shooting victim, Michael 
Brown. It is the same high school where one of my sisters-in-
law teaches. This minister graduated from there in 1998 and 
came to Pennsylvania for college.  After his college 
graduation, he moved to Lancaster, PA. 
 
His comments, during the discussion, kept taking the 
conversation back to the realities of an American system in 
which our nation profits from the poverty of the least of its 
citizens (minorities, children, elderly, disabled, etc). I was 
very impressed with him and I was also impressed with 
Representative Kim because she boldly called out and 
challenged the Dauphin County leadership for how they have 
treated African American men and boys. 
 
Up until that meeting, I have always wanted to learn who are 
the people that genuinely have the best interest of Harrisburg 
in their hearts.  That night I discovered some of them. In the 
midst of the typical posturing and rhetoric, these two stood 
out, head and shoulders, above the group. I must admit that I 
don’t know these people and I have never been involved in 
their organizations, so I cannot make a judgment concerning 
any of them. But from the comments that were made in that 
meeting, I have a much clearer understanding of Harrisburg. 
 
The largest portion of the meeting was given to allow 
comments and questions from the audience. Obviously, there 
was a lot of frustration and anger expressed from most of 
them. They challenged the unfair treatment of community by 
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the police and the horrible practices within the school system 
that includes drugging the children and criminalizing the 
behavior of the Black male children in particular. 
 
Some people stood and expressed desperate pleas for funding 
and volunteers in their individual efforts to provide activities 
and programs for youth and children. All throughout the 
session, I kept hearing a consistent theme: We need someone 
to help us! 
 
After the event, I made my way to meet the young minister 
and to meet Representative Patty Kim. I expressed to both of 
them how much this was needed. I asked one of the panelists 
if this meeting was the first one with true intention to bring 
everyone to the table for solutions and he confirmed that my 
assessment was true. I told Representative Kim that if this 
kind of meeting had been offered in St. Louis, then the 
Ferguson incident might never have happened. 
 
I didn’t hand out my business cards to anyone that night and I 
made no political or religious contacts or connections. My 
purpose in going was to watch and observe. I came away 
from that meeting with clear vision. It gave me an 
understanding of our times and the wisdom to know what 
Urban Life must do. 
 
I heard a community crying out for help. I saw disconnected 
and disjointed efforts by many individuals to provide help. I 
saw all kinds of people with all kinds of strategies to meet all 
kinds of needs. Each one, in his own way was saying, come 
over here and help me provide the help. Not one person said, 
"I will connect what I’m doing with what you’re doing." Not 
one person said, "I’ll connect my program with your program 
and pool our resources to make a bigger impact." Instead I 
observed the continuation of the problem in which everyone 
wants to be the boss, but no one wants to follow. Some call it 
the Messiah Syndrome because each one wants to be the 
savior for Harrisburg. 
 
So now I have a better understanding of why God has us here 
in Harrisburg at this time. God has allowed my hometown to 
become a central theme of major problems in our country and 
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right here in Harrisburg, people are crying out for help to try 
to avoid a similar social upheaval. Now we're all faced with 
the one question: How will we do it? 
 
We’re going to prepare ourselves for harvest. We’re going to 
prepare out nets for a great catch of fish. We’re going to be 
ready to serve and minister to others in these perilous times 
and we’re going to fulfill God’s purpose for Urban Life in this 
community, in this nation and in this world. 
 
Are you ready to respond to the cry for help? 
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Building a Team 
 
It was not our intention to frighten you by disclosing some of 
the real perils that are upon America today. It is our 
intention to stir you to good works. Instead of becoming 
cowardly and weak Christians who shrink away in fear of the 
future, we are building strong Believers who will do great 
things for God. 
 
Much of American Christianity has become all about self-
preservation, self-indulgence and self-promotion. None of 
these things can stand in the face of Islamic extremists who 
are demonstrating in mass numbers against democracy all 
over the world. They are now vandalizing churches in 
America and publicly beheading people in the streets of 
London. Here in Harrisburg, the Farm Show complex was 
totally packed out about five weeks ago, as Muslims met in a 
huge conference to strategize about how to evangelize 
America. 
 
Carol and I were honored to meet the pastor of a Christian 
Arabic church right here in Harrisburg. He and his people are 
appalled to see the same terrorist groups who ravaged their 
country, destroyed churches and killed Christians, are now 
operating here in America with the same strategies that 
destroyed their nation. These Kurdish Believers came to 
America for refuge, but they have made a terrible discovery. 
 
We’re not trying to cause a panic, but we are trying to sound 
the alarm. We cannot wait until violence breaks out across 
Harrisburg and the Pennsylvania commonwealth, before we 
start trying to minister to hearts and homes. We can’t wait 
until we can no longer meet publicly before we get serious 
about prayer. At Urban Life, we’re doing it now and we’re 
uniting with others to strengthen our forces. We feel there is 
a short window of opportunity for us to reach this 
community, nation and world. 
 
But you can’t wait for Pastor Chris and Carol to tell you what 
to do. Get on your face before God, now. Fast and pray. Ask 
the Lord to give you His strategy. When HE gives it to you, 
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come and share it with your leaders, so we can work it out 
as a TEAM. 
 
As doors are opening for Carol and me to travel, we’re going 
to need you to keep the ministry going while we’re away in 
another state or even another nation for a few days or a few 
weeks. These will not be vacations. Some of our trips will be 
very dangerous. This is serious business, family. 
 
We just believe that the time has come for those who are 
willing, able and ready, to step up and form the Urban Life 
ministry team. Remember what we said two weeks ago. The 
time is over for merely going to church. It’s time for a team 
effort to touch hurting hearts and homes in these last days. 
 
In Luke 17:33 Jesus said, “Whoever seeks to save his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.” 
 
In John 12:25 Jesus said, “He who loves his life will lose it, 
and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life.” 
 
So what’s the bottom line? We’re not going to get out of this 
alive. So we must stop trying to preserve our lives and just 
completely give our time, energy, efforts, and trust to God. 
 
If all of this is too frightening or if you feel we’re just blowing 
this out of proportion; if you feel this is false teaching, fear 
mongering, or that we are just simply wrong, please know 
that you are under no obligation to stay in this ministry. You 
might simply feel overwhelmed and that you cannot handle 
this information. We’d love to talk before you go, but feel 
free to attend another church, ministry or home group. We 
realize, everyone is not ready to step into this intense level 
of ministry. 
 
Many Believers are only comfortable in churches where they 
are still talking about blessings and prosperity. However, we 
believe those leaders are failing to prepare God’s people to 
minister and become light in these dark times. 
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If we see an explosion of revival, which is primarily what we 
are praying for, then we still must have a ministry TEAM that 
is prepared to help disciple people.  
 
What if we suddenly get 50 people or even 100 people? 
There’s no way we can minister to that many people alone. 
We want to get them into house churches and small groups, 
so we’re building a team. 
 
Are you in? 
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Celebrating 10 Years of Ministry 
 
Ten years ago we launched a ministry with a mission to 
rebuild, restore and renew hearts and homes in the Harrisburg 
community, across the nation, and around the world. 
 
When we started in September of 2004, in a renovated 
warehouse on Seventh Street in uptown Harrisburg, our 
hearts were filled with excitement. We spent six months in 
prayer and strategic preparation before we opened our doors 
to a full house on Good Friday on March 25, 2005. It was a 
celebration of praise and worship. Then on Resurrection 
Sunday, March 27, 2005, we held our first Sunday service. 
 
Six months later, in September of 2005, our overseers, Bishop 
Raphael and Pastor Brenda Green, came to Harrisburg to 
officially install us as the Senior Pastor and First Lady over the 
faith family. Little did we know, that just like Jesus was 
acknowledged by His Father during His water Baptism and led 
into a season of trial and testing, we were about to walk the 
same path. 
 
However, today we can proclaim, ‘To God be the Glory for the 
things He has done!’ God gave us grace after our failures, 
wisdom to navigate treacherous passages, favor to overcome 
opposition, comfort for our seasons of mourning, consolation 
for our process of grief, light in our darkness, joy in the midst 
of disappointments, and a new closeness with the Holy Spirit 
that we could never have imagined if we had not crossed 
through the wilderness. 
 
In spite of attacks from the evil spiritual forces that seek to 
control the hearts and homes of this region, the Lord our God 
still caused our paths to cross with each of you. All that was 
intended for evil, God has used it for our good. 
 
From chance meetings on our jobs, to unexplainable 
connections on the internet, God has brought people in and 
out of our lives and brought this congregation together, one 
person at a time. We have met in hotel conference rooms, a 
local church’s classroom, the pastor’s living room, and now we 
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meet in our own space in the United Church Center. It never 
really matters WHERE we meet. It’s all about the wonderful 
experience that we share WHEN we meet.  
 
We have laughed together, cried together, danced together, 
worked together, had our moments of disagreements or 
misunderstandings, and managed to keep moving forward. 
We are not a large gathering, but somehow, that really 
doesn’t matter. We’re doing more than building a big ministry. 
We’re building people who will do big things for God. 
 
Back in 2012 we took a poll and asked our volunteer team at 
that time, “What is the one thing that Urban Life is really good 
at doing? What is the one hallmark of this ministry? The 
response was unanimous. It’s RELATIONAL. People matter. 
People feel welcomed. They feel that they belong. 
 
So after ten years, the foundation has been set. The standard 
of God’s unconditional love has been cemented in our faith 
family. WE have become an assembly where the atmosphere 
is safe for those who are searching, thirsting and longing for 
more than what religion has to offer. 
 
In the Bible, the number TEN signifies testimony, law, 
responsibility and the completeness of order. We believe that 
as we come to the end of ten years of service, God is calling 
us to reflect upon and reveal the testimony of the Lord in our 
lives. We are called to keep His commandments in this new 
season. We called to a new level of responsibility. We’re being 
called into the completeness of order. We have been a 
ministry of order and balance from our first day and this 
anniversary is a landmark of the completeness of that order. 
 
Luke 16:10 reads: He who is faithful in what is least is faithful 
also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust 
also in much.  
 
They may sound like a very harsh and strong word for an 
anniversary theme, but we see it as a promise from God when 
we are faithful to serve Him, with the right motivation in our 
hearts. We are preparing our hearts and homes for more 
responsibility. 
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We Will Become a Thousand 
 
As the Lord continues to guide us into this new phase of the 
ministry, we’re receiving confirmation everywhere we turn. 
Last Sunday's prophetic message from Healing Tree 
International's leader, Abby Abildness, was the absolute most 
profound word we've ever received.  
 
Abby was given a word for us while she was in Iraq. While 
ministering with the pastor who requested for her to come to 
his town, she observed many similarities of that pastor there 
and Pastor Chris here in Harrisburg. The similarities were so 
profound that she had to come and share it with us. 
 
That faith family of 15-25 people had gone 10 years with little 
growth or change. For 10 years, that pastor had been praying 
for a million souls. ISIS killed his first 3 converts, ten years 
ago, when his church first started. That left him almost afraid 
to lead any others to Christ. For ten years he has had this 
prayer in his heart, for a million souls. 
 
Meanwhile, back here in America, in Harrisburg, PA, we have 
been holding to a prophetic promise that came to us in our 
first year that thousands and thousands would be touched by 
this ministry. 
 
Like me, the pastor in Iraq also works in the government. He's 
also a technical specialist. He also moves in the prophetic. He 
also has been waiting a long time for the promises of God to 
be fulfilled. 
 
Due to the onslaught of the Islamic Jihadist known as ISIS, a 
million refugees have been forced into the town of this only 
remaining Christian church in that dangerous region. That 
faith family has suddenly gone from 15-25 attendees to, 
thousands of people almost overnight. That pastor and church 
are stationed only 30 miles from the headquarters of ISIS and 
they refuse to flee. 
 
Abby came to share with Urban Life, our prophetic destiny; 
which is very similar to that faith family in Iraq. God is 
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preparing us to be a safe haven and a refuge during a time of 
crisis that is coming to America. Abby confirmed what we 
have been telling you for many months.  
 
Islamic Jihadist, like ISIS, are now in America. Just this week, 
ISIS sent out an audio message for their followers to begin 
blowing up roads and bridges in the United States and to 
begin attacking American citizens in their homes. I think it's 
time for us to get ready for whatever is about to happen in 
this nation and right here in this city. It's time for us to 
prepare for thousands. 
 
The prophetic word through Abby was this:  
"A little one shall become a thousand, And a small one a 
strong nation. I, the Lord, will hasten it in its time.”  
----Isaiah 60:22 
 
She gave us several exhortations and prophetic promises this 
past Sunday: 
 
• Chris and Carol Green were sent to reach more than 
Harrisburg. God is going to take them and this message to the 
nations. 
• This ministry is like the principle of the Kingdom of God and 
the mustard seed. It started off very small and has been 
growing undetected until one day it sprouts forth and the tree 
grows and the branches extend.  And it will provide shelter for 
many. This ministry is a place of refuge and a safe haven. 
• These flags on your walls represent the many nations where 
God is going to send you. 
• God has used you and the emphasis on family to show His 
order and desire for families. You have been modeling it all 
these years. I was blessed that you were moved to tears while 
talking about your wife. Your sons have been with you in 
ministry. You have lived out God's desire and plan for families 
in practical everyday life. 
• I thought when I met Pastor Chris that he was a powerful 
man of God, but when I met his wife, then I saw the power 
behind the man of God. God is calling the women to step forth 
in your royal (Queen) authority. 
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• As I watched you on the platform with all the equipment, I 
saw you broadcasting. Somehow God is going to have you 
broadcasting. 
 
We can’t procrastinate and wait until the crisis hits and we 
can’t start getting prepared AFTER a thousand people show 
up. We need to get ready right now.  
 
Is your household ready to minister to people who are 
desperate? Are you ready to give sound Biblical guidance to 
someone who needs Jesus? Are you ready to serve, even 
when it is totally inconvenient for your lifestyle and future 
plans? Are you ready to serve others even when you feel like 
you need someone to help you?  
 
If whether you answered yes or no to any of these questions, 
it’s time to get ready to become a thousand. That’s the word 
God gave us and that’s how we’re going to respond. 
 
You see, Carol and I don’t take a “wait and see” attitude when 
it comes to God’s word. When God gives us a word (a 
command or a promise) we start preparing immediately. We 
adjust our plans, change our plans, or we rearrange our time 
to accommodate God’s agenda over our own. 
 
Unless you do that in response to God’s word, then you’re still 
just playing church. You’re still operating in unbelief or 
rebellion. There’s no other reason in God’s eyes. There are 
only three responses to the word of God: obedience, unbelief 
or rebellion. Only one is acceptable in His sight. 
 
God says we will become a thousand, so Chris and Carol are 
going to prepare this ministry to handle a thousand. 
 
That’s why the change in our church schedules. We’re 
preparing now.  
 
One of the things that keeps Harrisburg floundering in 
debilitating mediocrity and sloth, is the “wait and see” attitude 
when it comes to responding to God’s word. Wait and see 
simply means, you are like Doubting Thomas. You won’t 
believe it unless you see it first. Well, faith doesn’t wait. Faith 
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responds to God like His promises have already come forth. 
Faith says, YES LORD. I OBEY YOU, RIGHT NOW! 
 
As Bishop Raphael Green said in his anniversary video 
greeting to us on Saturday night, “Men and women, brothers 
and sister, ladies and gentlemen, you are involved in the 
greatest work on this planet; it’s the work of the Lord!” 
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A Community-Building Church 
 
As we are making intentional plans to become much more of 
an evangelism-focused ministry that employs house church 
strategies, we want to provide opportunities for each of you to 
invite your family, friends, co-workers and classmates to 
special times to hear the gospel presented in unique ways that 
will touch their lives. 
 
We also want to adequately prepare you to disciple someone 
in the ways of God. That’s why, over the years, we placed so 
much emphasis on rightly dividing the word of God. We want 
to help each of you to know how to give the right words at the 
right times. 
 
For instance, if a co-worker has lost a loved one or is having a 
battle with a sickness, we shouldn't tell them, “God won’t put 
on you more than you can bear.” Not only is that a misquoted 
scripture, but also, it is not the word of comfort for someone 
who needs encouragement. It would be more appropriate to 
say, “God wants us to bring every burden that we have to 
Him. Do you mind if I pray with you?” Or “Until I committed 
my whole heart to God, things like this in life were always 
overwhelming me, too. Do you have a minute to let me pray 
for you?”  
 
A couple of weeks ago, I stood on a microphone and preached 
the Good News in an outdoor setting for the first time in over 
ten years. We have desired to do that ever since we first 
moved to Harrisburg. I must admit that the Spirit of God 
came upon me in that strong and heavy anointing that I 
always felt many years ago, on the streets of St. Louis or 
during altar calls in my home church. It was awesome to be 
back in that flow again. 
 
Following that evangelistic outreach in Harrisburg’s Hall 
Manor, we realized we must really become much more serious 
about ensuring that we all know how to share our faith and 
how to lead people who are new to the ways of God. We want 
to become faithful and competent stewards of God’s word. We 
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want to be faithful as He sends us out into the harvest in 
these last days. 
 
Most of us are already in the trenches regarding evangelism 
due to the positions God has given us on or jobs. As your 
pastors in this season, we want to be faithful to always equip 
you for your daily assignments.  
 
Over the last couple of weeks, the Lord has been dealing with 
us strongly about getting back to preaching the pure, uncut, 
uncensored truth about God’s love, heaven, hell, and even 
about Christians who have been deceived into thinking they 
are going to heaven even though they are living double lives. 
 
I openly repent of any and all messages that I have preached 
that allowed anyone to feel comfortable in sin, prayerlessness 
and settling for the pursuit of personal goals rather than 
seeking God with all their heart. I denounce any and all 
teachings that I have done that reinforced a carnal lifestyle 
and the harboring of secret sin. From this day forth, Carol and 
I are preaching and teaching the whole truth of God’s Word. 
 
Carol and I have been convicted by the Holy Spirit, for trying 
to rebuild, restore and renew hearts and homes without 
placing the main emphasis on SALVATION, first.  People have 
got to get saved. Christians have got to come out of carnality 
and sin. There’s nothing else to say! 
 
Even in these modern times, with all of our impressive 
technology and information, it all still comes down to that 
same old ancient message that Jesus Christ commanded His 
followers to give to the world: 
 
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature."  Mark 16:15 (NKJV) 
 
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will 
come.  Matthew 24:14 (NKJV) 
 
If we truly believe that these are the last days, then we must 
live like it is so, and we will preach like it is so.  
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Eight Seconds from Eternity 
 
If you go to Google and ask about the attention span of a gold 
fish, it will tell you this: 
 
• The average attention span for adults in 2013 was only 8 

seconds 
• The average attention span for adults in 2000 was 12 

seconds 
• The average attention span of a gold fish is 9 seconds 
 
Conclusion: People now have a shorter attention span 
than a goldfish. 
 
It goes on to say that attention span is the amount of 
concentrated time on a task without becoming distracted. 
Most educators and psychologists agree that the ability to 
focus attention on a task is crucial for the achievement of 
one’s goals. It’s no surprise attention spans have been 
decreasing over the past decade with the increase in external 
stimulation. The average length watched of a single internet 
video is about 2.7 minutes. 
 
This data comes from the National Center for Biotechnology 
Information, U.S. National Library of Medicine. 
 
So why is this, the topic of discussion this week? 
 
Well, because it is an alarming revelation that people are now 
so easily distracted that it makes it very easy for the enemy 
of all of mankind to keep millions of people on the planet from 
thinking about the reality of eternity. Even when ministers 
and churches like Urban Life, bring up the subject of ‘What 
happens after death’; we basically have only 8 seconds to 
hold someone’s attention. 
 
Over the past few years we have posted over 1200 video and 
audio clips, along with the release of several devotional books, 
but the best we can hope for, according to these latest 
statistics, is that most people will spend less than three 
minutes watching the videos, listening to the podcast or 
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reading the books. That’s if we can hold their attention long 
enough to get them to engage at all. 
 
Wow! What can we say in 8 seconds that will hold someone’s 
attention about his or her eternal destiny? How do you 
communicate the seriousness of being eternally separated 
from God? How do you get the message across, to the 
millions of people who hold the title “Christian,” that their 
hearts are far from God and they are not on their way to 
heaven? How do you explain that living a double life of willful 
sin, unforgiveness and disobedience, will not qualify them to 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven? How do you make it clear that 
just because they recited the sinner’s prayer, it does not 
mean that the Spirit of God lives within them? 
 
I tried to think of a few phrases and the best I could come up 
with was, “You’ve got 8 seconds to eternity!” 
 
Or consider this question, “If you had 8 seconds to live, what 
would you do?” 
 
Perhaps these are the type of questions we need to ask to get 
our family and friends to STOP and THINK about their lives 
and what follows AFTER this life. Maybe this is what it will take 
for Christian Believers to STOP and examine themselves. 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Examine yourselves as to whether 
you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? —unless indeed you 
are disqualified.”  ---2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) 
 
This is why we are so thankful for the Holy Spirit within us. He 
helps us to stay focused and to not become so easily 
distracted by the cares of this life, the demonically inspired 
entertainment or the fear inducing news about wars, 
pestilence or religious heretics. 
 
The Lord brought a powerful word of exhortation through our 
brother Michael Smith last Sunday, about staying focused in 
spite of the distractions of this era. We just wanted to 
rehearse that exhortation in this week’s letter. 
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In everyday life, each of you has been given an assignment by 
the Lord Himself. On our jobs, in the neighborhood, in our 
schools, and in our families, God is giving us priceless 
moments to impart the reality of eternity to people who don’t 
really know Him. 
 
In spite of the distractions of demons or life itself, we are 
trusting God, that somewhere in those 8 second intervals, we 
will be able to impart, declare and demonstrate the good news  
(the Gospel) of Jesus Christ and how He opened the way for 
us to have eternal life in the Kingdom of God. 
 
"For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom 
did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save those who believe."   
---1 Corinthians 1:21 (NKJV) 
 
We hope you can join us in this Kingdom work! 
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Ready for Our Successors 
 
Following the sudden and unexpected death of Dr. Myles 
Munroe, Carol and I have been taken to a new level of 
sobriety in our responsibility as Christian leaders in the 21st 
century. In the final months of his life, Dr. Munroe declared 
some things of earth-shaking importance for us to consider in 
the remaining years of our journey. 
 
Back in July of this year, he prophesied over his own nation, 
that they were going to experience dramatic change in 
leadership. He actually spoke that there would be sudden and 
unexplainable deaths, which would usher in a new generation 
of leaders. 
 
On another occasion, he said that true leadership prepares 
people to take their place. He urged all leaders to begin to 
mentor others, so that their organization, business or church 
would not die with them. He said true leaders don’t invest in 
buildings, programs and projects; but true leaders invest in 
people. 
 
As you guys know, for ten years, that’s what Carol and I have 
tried to do in this city. However, what we encountered was a 
city that did not want a ministry that focused on people. Most 
people seemed to prefer being in a church that places the 
focus on buildings, programs and projects. 
 
That’s why, as pastors, we became so discouraged in this city. 
How can you pass on a baton to a people group that does not 
want the responsibility? So yes, we considered moving on to 
find those who actually wanted to be mentored. 
 
When we say mentored, we don’t mean, "churched". Again, 
we are not interested in church as usual. That’s why we were 
having open discussions, inviting people into our home, and 
setting up more fellowship opportunities. That’s the reason 
our teaching centered on the relationships of marriage, family 
and parenting.  
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This year, God sent more people, even as others left. 
However, the new people that came and those who stuck with 
us, have become our ministry team. They are the ones we will 
pour into from this day forth. 
 
Now we’re moving into another season and another year and 
we don’t know what God is going to do. We know HE’s not 
going to allow us to die with the baton still in our hands; not 
when we are actively engaging with those who are willing to 
take it and run. 
 
We were extremely pleased when the Urban Life family 
gathered and kept things going while we were in St. Louis a 
couple of weeks ago. That’s how a leader measures success: 
Can the TEAM operate and prosper without the leader? 
 
We must be honest and admit that at one time, we had 
become willing for God to take us out of the pastorate and 
place us in a whole new arena if that was what it was going to 
take to help us mentor others. We were just that desperate to 
find the person or the people group who would take the baton 
and run.  
 
Dr. Munroe revealed that he had a dream that a famous man 
died and he saw the man in a coffin still holding his baton. He 
died without ever passing it on to a successor. I don’t want to 
be that man. And we have prayed and asked God to do 
whatever it’s going to take in order to prevent that from 
happening to us. 
 
Recently, a couple in our hometown has requested that we 
mentor them as they launch forth into a new ministry there. 
We have begun meeting with them on a regular basis via 
Skype. Other mentoring and life downloading opportunity 
have suddenly become available as well. All of this is a dream 
come true for us. That’s what we truly desire to do.  
 
So, like this special couple in St. Louis, if you want the baton, 
or if you want to learn how to pass on your baton to your 
successor, meet us at the Urban Life Family Center as often as 
you can. If you can’t get there, meet us online. 
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As we close out this year and move into 2015, we’re going to 
download and download and download. 
 
We don’t want to stand before God with failure, because 
success without a successor is failure. There must be someone 
to carry on after we are gone.  
 
That’s what matters most to us today. 
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We Need a Fresh Encounter with God 
 
This has been one of the most difficult seasons we have 
experienced in our lives. Since the death of one of my 
brothers in October of 1999, there has been September 11, 
2001, losing our building in December of 2005, losing our 
home in June of 2007, losing dear friends in a long stretch 
between 2008-2009. Since then, two of my brothers have had 
heart attacks, my mother has had serious health battles, and 
more dear friends have passed on.  
 
In the last few months, our hearts have been ripped by the 
events in Ferguson Missouri. Then just before the verdict, a 
wonderful brother, friend and mentor, Dr. Myles Munroe, 
passed away in a plane crash. While still reeling from that 
loss, the verdict came forth regarding the killing of the teen 
by a police officer and insult was added to injury. 
 
Since then, as part of my processing, we've vented through 
our weekly blog, trying to put into words how important it is 
for our White brothers and sisters to try to understand why so 
many Black Christians in St. Louis are so upset about the 
verdict. 
 
As a man born and raised in St. Louis, it is very hard to put 
into words what it is like growing up there. We actually lived 
in the Canfield Green Apartments in Ferguson, where this 
tragic event took place. The racism and struggle there is like 
something out of a Twilight Zone, horror movie. Outsiders 
simply cannot understand it and even when told, they rarely 
believe it. They honestly think that this level of oppression is 
not possible in this era in America. 
 
But St. Louis is where another infamous Dred Scott decision 
was made. This is where a federal decision, that considered 
Black's electoral vote value as 3/5 of a person, and declared 
that, as slaves, they could not become United States citizens, 
was upheld in the state of Missouri. Dred Scott was not 
granted freedom with this declaration, 'THE BLACK MAN HAS 
NO RIGHTS THAT THE WHITE MAN IS BOUND TO RESPECT."  
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And St. Louis lives, thrives, and functions under the 
foundation of that statement to this very day. Just let that 
declaration sink into your thoughts before you move on. 
Imagine trying to accomplish anything under that 
atmosphere. 
 
Many of us had to leave that area if we were going to see any 
success for our children and ourselves. 
 
The past few days, I've seen wonderful posts like the one by 
the football player of the New Orleans Saints. I've read 
Facebook posts that were combative, racist, insensitive, 
clueless, annoying, irritating, thoughtful, criminal and Biblical. 
 
This is another one of those critical moments where I have to 
ask myself, What would Jesus do? How would the King of 
kings and the Lord of lords respond to what is happening in 
America right now? 
 
He did a lot of great things in those amazing three years of 
His ministry. But I see that it all was leading to a date on the 
cross for all of our sins. I look at the cross and I see Jesus, 
horribly disfigured by the sins of us all. He died for Michael 
Brown and Officer Darren Wilson, too.  
 
So what would Jesus do? 
 
We believe He would walk up to Michael Brown's parents and 
He would hug them. He would cry with them. He would sob 
and wail with them. 
 
We believe He would go to Darrel Wilson and his family, and 
He would embrace them, too. He would meet with them 
behind closed doors. Only officer Wilson knows what really 
happened and God is well able to get to the bottom of all of 
this. He did that with a guy named Zacchaeus. The Bible 
doesn't tell us what happened in that private conversation. We 
just hear Zacchaeus' response to whatever happened between 
him and Jesus. 
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So, we're praying that these people, the ones who are directly 
involved in the whole situation, will have personal encounters 
with the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 
 
The rest of us, who are responding out of our negative 
experiences with local police, Black people, White people, 
Latino people, Asian people, young people, old people, church 
people, government people, corruption, racism and violence, 
need our own personal encounters with God as well. 
 
We admit that we need one. We need a fresh encounter with 
God. Clearly there is still a lot of hurt and anger buried deep 
inside of us and God is shaking all of our foundations. 
 
Just look at what He says in Matthew 5:23-24, "Therefore if 
you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift." 
 
We want our hearts to be right toward our brothers. We don't 
want to allow the racial tension in our nation to continue to 
tear us apart in the Church. 
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Silver and Gold, I Do Not Have 
 
Titus 3: 8 reads, “…these things I want you to affirm 
constantly, that those who have believed in God should be 
careful to maintain good works. These things are good and 
profitable to men.” 
 
When we go through this series of teachings, we will discover 
that the things many church leaders should be teaching have 
nothing to do with most of the doctrine that is being offered 
today. 
 
That’s the reason so many American Christian Believers are 
frustrated and never experiencing the breakthroughs that are 
promised by many TV preachers and the false teachers who 
are declaring these empty and vain promises from their 
pulpits. 
 
THE BIBLE says in Proverbs 28:9, “One who turns away his ear 
from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.” 
 
In other words: We cannot turn away from the law of God (His 
Word, His priorities, His principles, His practices and His 
purpose) and expect God to answer our selfishly motivated 
requests that often have nothing to do with winning souls, 
making disciples, confessing and repenting from sin, or seeking 
the purpose and will of God for our lives. 
 
That’s the reason we are returning to the fundamentals in this 
ministry. And these are the fundamentals: 
 
* Fulfill the purposes of the church: Go and make Disciples of 
All Nations 
 
* Preach and teach about the Kingdom of God 
 
* Preach and teach about the righteousness of God 
 
* Help the poor, orphaned and widowed 
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* Mentor and prepare the next generation to continue with the 
mission of the church 
 
Since, in our opinion, many Christian Believers do not actually 
know the true purpose and mission of the church and its 
leadership, they come to our faith family gatherings with 
expectations for some things we simply cannot give them. 
 
In Acts 3 we read this account: Now Peter and John went up 
together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.  
And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, 
whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called 
Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple; 
who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked 
for alms.  
 
And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” 
So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something 
from them. Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but 
what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk.”  
 
And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. So he, 
leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with 
them—walking, leaping, and praising God. And all the people 
saw him walking and praising God. Then they knew that it was 
he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; 
and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had 
happened to him. 
 
What do we see in this story? 
 
We see a man begging for charitable donations. He had to beg 
for money since he was crippled and could not earn a living. 
 
We also see two men of God telling him that they didn’t have 
any money, but they were completely willing to give him what 
they had. 
 
So the big question is: What did they have? 
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They had the authority and ability of God to bring healing into 
this man’s life. They were not willing to merely give him what 
he requested. His request would only supply a temporary 
solution. If they had given him money the man would have 
been able to purchase food or pay some bills for perhaps a day 
or two. But soon he would be right back in the same position, 
begging for more money. 
 
So what do we see as the role of our faith family and its 
leaders in people's lives? 
 
Our role is to bring deliverance. Our role is to bring the 
healing. Our role is to provide a permanent solution and not 
just temporary relief. 
 
Please make a mental note that the man could have rejected 
what they had to offer. As soon as they declared that they 
didn’t have any money, the man could have just told them to 
“keep on stepping.” 
 
Do you realize that’s exactly what many people do when they 
approach genuine Christian churches and leaders? 
 
The false preachers and prophets have so deceived people that 
they have convinced the crippled beggars to make a 
contribution first. They promise the crippled beggars that if 
they give money to God, then God will heal them. 
 
When people come upon the real apostolic anointing, they are 
told that money isn’t coming their way. In fact they are told, 
“We don’t have what you’re asking for!” They are told HEALING 
is coming their way instead of money. 
 
Many people walk away disappointed with ministries like Urban 
Life because we don’t give them what they are demanding. 
Instead we offer healing. We offer healing for the various areas 
where they are crippled.  
 
We’re going to launch a series that will uncover what church 
leaders were actually instructed to do. You will be surprised. 
Our expectations of a church are often very far away from the 
actual responsibilities of the church and its leaders. 
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To be honest, the Church in America is partly to blame for 
those errant expectations because various ministries have 
become so involved in power-seeking politics, glory seeking 
schemes, financial prosperity scams, and people-pleasing 
entertainment that we have only a shadow of the former glory 
that once rested upon us by the power of God. 
 
So that’s why we’re getting back to the fundamentals. We’re 
getting back to declaring, “Silver and gold I do not have, but 
what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 
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FAMILY MINISTRY Training Center 
 
Last week we received a phone call from someone who was 
searching for a church. We had none of the things on their 
wish list. Unlike times past, the fact that we could not meet 
their requirements did not discourage us or make us feel like 
we were lacking in some way. 
  
Instead, a fresh revelation came to us. We didn't have what 
this person was looking for because that's not what we were 
placed in Harrisburg to do. We're not here to meet the needs 
of church-hopping Christians. We're here to build people. 
We're here to build families. We're here to fulfill the great 
commission. We're here to make disciples of all nations. We're 
here for the people who have a desire to be part of those 
things. 
  
Then the Holy Spirit quickened our thoughts with the 
realization that over the last ten years, we've been more like 
a ministry training center. But we're not a ministry training 
center in the clergy sense of training. 
  
We are literally a FAMILY MINISTRY training center. We're 
equipping Believers to minister to their families, friends, 
neighbors, coworkers and classmates. Most of the people that 
attend Urban Life's prayer gatherings will not stand in a pulpit. 
They will simply be servants of God in their homes and 
neighborhoods. They won't be famous or well known, but they 
will be effective in their circles of influence. They will be 
mighty warriors in the Kingdom of God, in everyday life. 
  
After that phone call, we updated the official ministry 
description to: 
  
URBAN LIFE is a family-focused, New Testament ministry that 
equips Believers to do the work of the ministry. This weekend 
gathering of Christian Believers meets in an office building, for 
worship, prayer, fellowship, conversation and practical 
instruction that teaches them how to give their time, talents 
and treasure into the fulfillment of the Great Commandment 
and the Great Commission. 
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The unique strategy of offering a family atmosphere with 
engaging conversation provides the preparation and tools that 
empowers Believers to minister to their families and friends. 
We believe change can come to the urban world with the love 
and power of God flowing through households and families 
every day. 
  
Urban Life Family Center is dedicated to the restoration of the 
urban community through the healing of hearts and homes. 
  
This narrative best describes the mission, vision and strategy 
God has given us in this era in America. After making a 
serious attempt to start a faith family, restart a faith family, 
and then settling into a weekly prayer gathering in the 
Pennsylvania United Church Center, we have surrendered to 
the molding and shaping of the Holy Spirit. 
  
It's amazing to look back over the last 5 years of hosting 
sessions in a cafeteria and various conference rooms, and 
seeing how God simply would not allow us to venture into the 
traditional or the modern methods of holding church services.  
 
So far, we haven't been able to establish a worship team, a 
children's ministry, a youth ministry, a men's group, a 
women's group, adult small groups or do any of the things 
that are supposed to draw people to a faith family. 
  
It has become very clear that God was not structuring us in 
the traditional or contemporary understandings of a church. 
He had obviously drawn very specific people to this ministry 
and it was obvious that He was drawing us together for 
something other than what we had in mind. 
  
Why is it important that we talk about these things in this 
week's email? Mainly, because this understanding will bring 
greater unity and agreement as we each discover and lock-in 
to the various roles and responsibilities each of us must 
embrace as we take the church back into our homes.  
  
Through the years, we have ministered to and released 
several individuals and families. We have had Sunday session 
in which we prayed for and commissioned every family to 
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move forward in this family-building mission. Since those 
prayer sessions, each family has had incredible challenges, 
but God is using them to be salt and light within their 
households and extended relatives.  
 
Even though most of families that we released, can no longer 
attend the weekly Urban Life sessions on a consistent basis, 
the point is that they are moving forward in the will of God, 
having been equipped and prepared. 
 
Everyone on our prayer group has had a wealth of experience 
in life and we believe God wants to tap into those experiences 
so that you can help us train the next generation and build 
them up. Many young people have huge dreams that involve 
making money and becoming famous. However, they don't 
have the internal fortitude to deal with the relationships in 
their lives. They are still hurting from how they were reared 
as children. Many don't know their parents and they are 
strangers to the true ways of God. 
 
We have a wonderful opportunity to make a difference in 
someone's life through this FAMILY-MINISTRY training center 
that the Lord has placed in our hands. 
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The Best Gift We Could Offer  
 
As most of you know, in the past we have encouraged the 
Urban Life family with at least five ways to respond to the 
controversy that surrounds the pagan traditions of December 
25th. Did you know that December 25th is not the actual birth 
date of Jesus Christ? Did you know that this was a date that 
was established by the Roman Catholic Church when they 
initiated a Mass during the same season that pagans were 
already engaged in various winter solstice celebrations? That's 
how the term Christ Mass was established. 
 
It was all part of an effort to convert people to Christianity. 
However they failed to steer the people away from the sun god 
rituals in spite of the new church-initiated Mass to celebrate 
the Son of God. 
 
We share this with you because many skeptics use this well-
established historical fact to attack Christians who are ignorant 
of church history. They feel that this discrepancy concerning 
the birth of Christ, gives them leverage to deny the Bible and 
the Son of God. 
 
Many Believers already know that the Bible never says that 
Christ was born in December. The point is that it doesn't 
matter that He wasn't born on December 25th. That’s the 
reason we believe this church-initiated celebration should no 
longer attempt to celebrate December 25th as Christ's date of 
birth. Now it can be used to celebrate the REALITY and 
PURPOSE for His birth. 
 
Since millions of people have come into the Faith as 
Protestants, they have never been aware of the history behind 
Christmas. Most of that history is very negative and even 
involves an annual persecution of Jewish people on that day. 
 
According to one reliable online source we learned: The 
Christmas (Christ Mass) celebration has embraced many not-
so Christian-like traditions and those traditions have become 
disconnected from historical facts and understanding.  
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Of course the history is far more complicated than this, but we 
really don't have space to cover every detail in a simple 
newsletter. Hopefully, this will get you started in pursuing 
answers in your own personal study. 
 
As a side note, many Biblical historians believe that Jesus was 
actually born at a much more significant God-ordained time 
(perhaps the Feast of Tabernacle). However, for most Jewish 
people, Christmas is directly connected with a negative history 
of persecution, and it is a 24-hour celebration declaring that 
Jesus Christ is the only way to come to Jehovah God; so they 
want no part of it. 
 
Pagan rituals, like the evergreen tree, mistletoe and December 
25th itself, have had attempts by many generations of the 
church to be Christianized and set apart from the original wild, 
sensual and wicked celebrations.  
 
For instance, many songs (Christmas Carols) have been 
written to point the celebration away from other gods to Christ. 
Christian meanings of the evergreen tree were reassigned and 
it was declared to be a symbol of new life in Christ and not an 
actual god to be worshiped.  Some church leaders vehemently 
rejected these ideas and they are still rejected by many to this 
day. Since tree worship is firmly forbidden in scripture 
(Jeremiah 10), many Believers cannot, in good conscious, 
celebrate the season with an evergreen tree.  
 
Still there are others who desire to use this holiday, with its 
many pagan attachments, as a way to connect with their non-
believing family and friends, for whom Christmas has no 
religious or spiritual meaning at all. 
 
Over the past few years we have been offering five very 
important points for us to consider for making a Godly 
response to the pagan origins of December 25th.  
 
As pastors, we have decided to provide practical answers and 
solutions for you and your family. Here are the five points we 
asked you to consider for responding to people who are caught 
in the midst of this controversy: 
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1.) Become all things to all men  
    - 1 Corinthians 9:18-23 (NKJV) 
 
2.) Don’t cause your brother to stumble  
    - 1 Corinthians 8:4-13 (NKJV) 
 
3.) Use the opportunity (holiday) to bless others  
    - Matthew 5:43-45 (NKJV) 
 
4.) Continue steadfast in the early church lifestyle of giving 
    - Acts 2: 40-47 (NKJV) 
 
5.) Partake of the Lord's Table in remembrance of Christ  
    - Luke 22:14-20 (NKJV) 
 
Today we’re going to emphasize the fourth response. 
 
Continue steadfast in the early church lifestyle of giving: In the 
early church, they developed a lifestyle of sharing with others 
and making intentional efforts to help those in need.  
 
This was not a practice that came out of the pagan rituals or 
Christmas. The church did this as part of the overflow of the 
life of Christ within them. Never think of this practice as a 
Christmas thing. It's simply a Godly response. Christmas just 
happens to be a great time to do what should come natural for 
Believers. 
 
We are simply trying to communicate that in spite of the 
historical facts, controversies and conflicts, Christ must truly 
become YOUR reason for this season and all year round.  
 
The world will continue to celebrate the sun god (in all its 
many names and forms) as part of their annual winter 
celebrations. We must celebrate the Son of God and give a 
Godly RESPONSE to our non-believing family and friends, and 
to our Christian brothers and sisters who may not have this 
knowledge. 
 
It is one thing to expose all the problems with Christmas, but it 
is another thing to actually offer a way for people to RESPOND 
to this season and bring Glory to God the Father.  
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That is why, as a faith family, we are offering the opportunity 
for people to receive Christ. This is the best gift we could ever 
offer. That’s what our Hope for the Holidays campaign really 
means for us. 
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Merry Christmas 
 
We love the holiday season because of what it means to our 
immediate family. Ten years ago we moved to south central 
Pennsylvania and discovered a part of the country that still 
celebrates the holidays in traditional ways. It was a pleasant 
surprise to find ourselves in a region where decorations were 
going up all over the city and people still placed candles in 
their windows.  
 
Having grown up in a big city where many people, for 
personal safety, had stopped greeting one another with 
“Merry Christmas!” and the cynical air of commerce had 
choked out the giddy excitement of family get-togethers, I 
found myself a bit ashamed that I had grown so callous about 
Christmas. 
 
Being in this part of the country brought back those days of 
growing up in the 60’s when our parents piled up their 
children in the family car and we drove around the city just to 
look at all the homes decorated with sparkling lights, along 
with extravagant displays on the front lawns. 
 
However, as the years went by, people found their lawns 
raided and their homes vandalized. Crime began to sky-rocket 
in the city during the holidays until most of the lights were no 
longer put up and the only place to see lawn displays were the 
in the exclusive gated communities, which we could not enter. 
 
Massive job lay-offs and urban sprawl changed the holiday 
landscape until the season became, for many, just three or 
four weeks to endure the tension between gift-giving 
expectations and the fact that one had no money for anything 
beyond the basics: shelter, food, and heat. Christmas is a 
distasteful time of year for a lot of people. 
 
However, from the 1980's through the 2000's, we had a great 
time in the Green household, which always included getting 
together at grandpa and grandma’s house for a massive 
assembly of relatives from all sides of everyone’s families. 
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Christmas with the Greens was like a Broadway production, 
only with no script or choreography. It was incredible and 
indescribable. 
 
Some of the fond memories from my 1960's-1970's childhood 
were stirred again as we came upon our first Christmas in 
Pennsylvania. Since we were away from our closest friends 
and family, it drew us closer with our sons. We were able to 
spend quality time together, especially since we were aware 
that these would be the last of those times for us.  
 
We’ve made a few trips back to St. Louis, over the last few 
years, for the holidays, but time was dictating that a new 
phase of life was quickly coming to our family. 
 
During our final Christmas together in Pennsylvania, we went 
to a local mall to take family photos. We told our sons this 
was going to be important because this would be the last time 
we’d be together in this way. We told them that in the future, 
the photos would include their wives and children. They didn’t 
believe us at that time, but that’s exactly what is happening. 
 
As we come upon Christmas, tomorrow, our youngest son, 
David Matthew lives in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada with 
Michelle, his wife of 18 months. Our middle son, Jonathan 
Mark, is in his final year of school and he’s only home for 
breaks and holidays. Our oldest son, Christopher Michael, 
lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma and is preparing to marry in three 
months. 
 
We have wonderful Christmas memories with our children 
from our years in St. Louis as well as our years in Harrisburg. 
It’s just that the years go by so very fast and we are thankful 
that we made memories instead of making regrets. 
 
We set out to be very intentional about making sure we didn’t 
have any regrets as parents. That doesn’t mean that we were 
going to be reckless and throw caution to the wind.  
 
No, that simply meant that we were going to seize the 
moments that God was granting us every day, every week, 
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every month, and every year with each other and with our 
children. 
 
A lot of Christian Believers spend the holiday season debating 
about how Christmas is celebrated or even if we should 
celebrate it. One day they will look back and realize that they 
missed golden opportunities with their families and friends. 
 
In the end, it won’t matter if whether you did or did not have 
gifts, toys, trees, or decorations. All that will matter is if you 
spent time with the ones who are dear to you. Just ask the 
people who are missing their loved ones during this holiday 
season. They’re not interested in a debate about Christmas. 
They would just like to be with their mom, dad, sister, 
brother, cousin, uncle or aunt, one more time. 
 
So, Carol and I encourage you to stay focused on the people 
and things that matter most. If your family is living in three 
different time zones, like ours is right now, make sure you 
take some time to make a connection. 
 
Immediately after the holiday, we’ll get back to our jobs and 
the daily task of making a living. But during this holiday we 
encourage you to continue in the mission and vision that God 
has placed in our hands; to rebuild, restore and renew hearts 
and homes. 
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Reflection 
 

 
We closed the year of 2014 with this final email to the faith 
family: 
 
It’s the last day of what has been, another year of 
tremendous losses in the midst of incredible gains, 
opportunities and victories. The Lord called home some 
powerful generals and tremendous soldiers in the Kingdom of 
God in 2014.  
 
Dr. Myles Munroe and his wife, along with his senior pastor, 
youth pastors, and others died in a plane crash. In our home 
church in St. Louis, major pillars that helped lay its 
foundation, passed away. We called her mom Charlene Burris. 
She passed away in April and her husband, Pastor (dad) John 
Burris, passed away in December. It is a profound loss for all 
of us.  
 
We had a few Urban Life members to leave in order to join 
other churches, but they still remain our brothers and sisters 
in the Body of Christ. All of those membership separations 
were made on good terms and that, in itself, speaks of the 
strong relationship-centered faith family that we have 
become. 
 
Now we’re moving into another year and the Lord has been 
speaking to us about the theme for the New Year for a long 
time. In fact, we’ve been telling you about it for at least three 
months.  
 
God has impressed various Bible scriptures upon our hearts 
that reveal HIS heart about lost souls. Like never before, the 
Lord has been stirring our hearts to set our eyes on the fields 
that are ready for harvest. We believe the harvest begins in 
the field of our closest relationships; in our homes. 
 
We spoke to my brother, Bishop Raphael Green, a couple of 
weeks ago. He had tremendous words of encouragement for 
us.  He told us that many of the leading pastors and churches 
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in America are now saying that they have been focusing on 
the wrong thing the last 30 years. They are now saying that 
they should have been focused on the development of the 
families. They are now saying that they should have been 
teaching couples how to minister to one another. They should 
have been teaching parents how to minister to and teach their 
own kids at home. They are saying they should have been 
working on family growth, not just church growth. 
 
Our Bishop wanted to let us know that we are doing it the 
right way in Harrisburg. He said for us to not be concerned 
that so few people are attending right now, because 
eventually, even the bigger churches are going to realize that 
they need to be focusing on the families. He said that by the 
time they realize this, Urban Life will have already been doing 
it for so long that we will have the credibility to address these 
family issues when the time of exposure comes to us. 
 
That’s what has happened to him. When God brought national 
media exposure to him, he had already been doing a great 
work in St. Louis for 28 years. Even though there are several 
ministries that are much bigger in St. Louis, God shined the 
light on our home church because they had already been 
working on the front lines of those issues in St. Louis, long 
before they became headlines in the mainstream 
conversation. 
 
So he encouraged us to keep moving forward with our 
emphasis on the family. And that’s what we’re going to do. 
 
As we roll into the New Year, we’re going to keep moving in 
the NEHEMIAH STRATEGY to rebuild the walls of our cities 
(families).  We’re going to provide you a tool in one hand and 
a weapon in the other hand. The tools will be the teachings to 
build our families and the weapons will be the prayers to 
guard our families. 
 
We will alternate Sundays, with Carol leading us in prayer 
(our weapon) one week, and Chris will come forth with 
teaching (our tools) the next week. We’ll alternate back and 
forth, from week to week, throughout the year, with a 
constant and consistent pattern of fighting and building, 
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fighting and building, week after week after week. We’re not 
equipping people to perform in a church building. God has led 
us to equip people for the harvest season that is now upon us. 
 
In the future, marriage ministry will begin in your own house. 
Children’s ministry will begin in your own house. Teen and 
youth ministry will be in your own house. Prayer ministry will 
begin at your bedside. Worship will begin in your living room. 
We are emphasizing the truth that there’s no place like home. 
Every ministry in this faith family must begin at home. 
 
We realize that not everyone who encounters this ministry will 
be comfortable or in agreement with this strategy, but this is 
what God gave us, so we’re running with it. 
 
If people are looking only for a church that meets their 
personal checklist of requirements, they probably won’t find 
what they're searching for at Urban Life. 
 
But for those people who are looking for a place where people 
are seeking God and desiring His presence in their homes, on 
their jobs, at their schools, and in their neighborhoods, then 
we trust that they will connect with that purpose and vision in 
the Urban Life Family Center. 
 
With great excitement, we invite you to 2015 because in this 
year, it’s all for the harvest! 
 
After releasing this email, we ministered at another local 
church in the area on the final Sunday of 2014. Upon 
introducing us to their congregation, the pastor proceeded to 
lead them in a prayer, releasing powerful prophetic promises 
that confirmed exhortations from over 20 years ago.  
 
He also prayed for an Abraham-type blessing and a release of 
the fathering and mothering anointing that is on our lives and 
ministry. They even rebuked the witchcraft and dark forces 
that have hindered our efforts in Harrisburg. God used them 
to confirm the new commissioning that we experienced a 
couple of months ago while we were in St. Louis.  
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In a certain way, God used the final Sunday of 2014, to put 
an exclamation point on our year of the Open Door. 
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