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Dedication  
 

This book is dedicated to our partners and co-laborers in the Urban 
Pastors and Leaders Alliance and to the congregations which they 
serve. 

 
Bishop Raphael and Pastor Brenda Green 
Metro Christian Worship Center (St. Louis, Missouri) 
 
Sally and Keith Chaney 
Destiny Worship Embassy International (Tulsa, Oklahoma)  
 
Frank and Robin King 
Refreshing Waters Worship Center (Kansas City, Missouri)  
 
Sherman and Andrea Poston 
Higher Call Christian Center (East St. Louis, Illinois) 
 
 
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I 
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  
- 2 Corinthians 12: 9-10 
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Preface  
 

This book was written in the summer. This is the season when you are 
watching the plan of God unfold, but at the same time, the heat is 
intense and the humidity is suffocating. The trials and temptations are 
like the heat and humidity. 
  
God speaks a word, and the closer we get to the fulfillment of that word, 
the greater the pressure increases. The fear is that if the heat doesn’t get 
you, the humidity will. 
 
There is no specific method in reading this book. It may be a devotional 
for some or it may be inspirational for others. You might need to read it 
everyday in sequential order or the Lord may direct you to read sections 
in random. It doesn’t matter how you approach this book. Just know 
that God has a Word for you and a plan to accomplish the Word that He 
has given to you. Just remain open to Him.  
 
This all began when we received an email from our spiritual sister, 
DeVata Davis: 
 
I think you should take excerpts from all of these Midweek Connections 
and publish them in a daily devotional - maybe call it "Fruitful Living" 
or something of that nature.  There is such rich encouragement and a 
unique demonstration of the word in them that they should be shared 
in print as well as on this website.  This will reach that other generation 
that either, don't have a computer, don't trust the internet, or those 
who would rather flip the pages than scroll down.  What I'm saying is 
that these Midweek Connections really bless me and I know they would 
bless others too.  And because I love books, I'd like to see you publish 
another one.  :o) 
  
Be blessed! 
DeVata 
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So we took our sister’s suggestion and began compiling the weekly 
emails.  We started sending them because it was our way of staying 
connected with everyone since we did not have a midweek church 
service.   
 
We had no idea our weekly email was evolving into a journal, a log, a 
devotional and a set of powerful sermons/messages/words to a young 
church going through the seasons of transition that are necessary to 
help it grow and become all that God had spoken concerning its 
purpose. 
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Standing On the Brink of Promise 
  
Greetings Family, 
 
And the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the 
sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. You shall command the priests who bear the Ark of the 
Covenant, saying, ‘When you have come to the edge of the water of 
the Jordan, you shall stand in the Jordan.’” Joshua 3: 7-8 
  
I felt led to share this with you today, Ministry family, because we are 
standing on the brink of promise. We’ve been saying it and living it. It’s 
been all about trust and obedience. We’re still saying the same thing as 
before. Follow us as we follow Christ. Now your pastors have followed 
the Word of the Lord all the way to the brink of the last obstacle that is 
in our path, preventing us from crossing over into the land of promise. 
  
This is where things really get interesting because God is not moving 
for us in the same way He did with our previous leaders. This is where 
it becomes tempting to say, “Wait a minute, Pastor Chris. “This is not 
the way God brought deliverance into my life years ago. He never 
made me step out into the very problem I needed to conquer. I thought 
He was going to open the way before I took a step. That’s what He did 
when my parents and forefathers crossed the Red Sea. Moses 
stretched out the rod and the waters parted. Nobody had to take a step 
first. God moved and then they took a step." 
  
Well now, family, God is moving in a different way. He’s not parting the 
waters and the problems first and just letting us walk through. This 
time HE says, step out and stand in the obstacle. Stand in the fear of 
failure. Stand in the fear of losing. Stand in the financial setbacks. 
Stand in the Jordan River that is raging downstream.  
  
I grew up in St. Louis, Missouri which sits on the west bank of the 
mighty Mississippi River. Let me tell you, the last thing you want to do 
when a river is overflowing its banks and racing downstream, is to 
stand on the edge or anywhere in the river. It is extremely dangerous to 
do so. One stumble or one false step and you can find yourself swept 
downstream, caught in the undertow, and drowned. 
  
So God was instructing Joshua to tell the priest to do a dangerous 
thing. It is the same for us today. If we’re going to get to the Promised 
Land, we have to step out into the raging river. What are the thoughts 
and fears raging in your heart? What are the setbacks and regrets that 
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are raging in your memory? What are the physical issues raging in your 
body? What is raging between you and your family? God says, Step 
out into it! That means you have to follow the peace of God and DO 
whatever it is He is telling you to do. 
  
If there’s someone you need to apologize to, then write them a letter of 
apology or to someone else write a letter to forgive them. If there’s a 
decision you need to make, follow the peace of God and do what He 
says do. If there’s a financial seed you need to sow, then do it and trust 
God. All of these are examples of standing in the raging river. All we 
have is God’s Word on what He said would happen and that, my family, 
is enough. 
  
And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests 
who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the 
waters that come down from upstream, and they shall stand as a 
heap.” Joshua 3:13 
  
God says as soon as the soles of the feet of the priest rest in the water, 
the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off. Now someone may say, 
“That’s for the pastors and the leaders.” and you are correct, but there 
is also a principle here for all of us to follow. 
  
In the book of revelation, we are declared to be kings and priest. 
Revelation 1: 5-6 reads: To Him who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God 
and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
  
So therefore priest of God, move forward and step into the river 
because as soon as the sole of your feet rest in the waters, God is 
going to cut off the fear. God’s going to cut off the loss. God’s going to 
cut off the regrets. God’s going to cut off lack. God’s going to cut off the 
curse of poverty on your family. God’s going to cut off generational 
curses. God’s going to cutoff cancer. God’s going to cut off destruction. 
God’s going to cut off disappointment. God is going to cut off 
discouragement. God’s going to cut off every disaster that you thought 
you were going to experience. This time you and I are going to cross 
this Jordan. This time we’re going to set foot on the land that God 
promised our family and our forefathers. 
  
O’ I feel like preaching this today! 
  
I wish I could put up the Nike symbol and declare, “Just do it!” 
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God’s going to cause every issue and every force that has always 
swept you away, each time you tried to cross this river, to heap up on 
itself. 
  
I declare this miracle upon you this day. As you step out and do the 
one thing that you have been so afraid to do, I declare that God 
immediately cuts off the forces that blocked you. 
  
Now comes the rest of the story. When the priest stood in the river, 
they didn’t see the cut off point. All they could do was just stand and 
wait for the flowing waters to slowly die down until there was no flow at 
all.  
  
That means, you and I may not see the results right away, but it doesn’t 
change the truth. The truth is that God cut it off immediately when you 
obeyed Him. Someone has already made up your mind to do what God 
says. Go ahead and take that step. No matter what your eyes see and 
no matter what your ears may hear, you hold on to God’s promise that 
the waters were (past tense) cut off. Now we just stand still and see the 
salvation of the Lord. 
  
That standing is in patience, rejoicing. We don’t pace around in a 
frantic panic. We’re not standing in worry. We’re not standing in 
frustration. We’re not standing in a nervous shuffling of our feet. We’re 
standing firm, praising and worshipping God in the strong assurance 
that God cut off the waters just like He said He would. 
  
Lord, I thank you for this new day. I thank you for this new moment. We 
know that we will look back at this day and remember that this was the 
day we stood on the brink of promise and we obeyed you with our 
whole heart. 
  
This is the day we stood still and saw the salvation of the Lord in our 
lives. 
  
Amen 
   
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris Green 
   



 14



 15

The Fruitful Choice  
 
Greetings Family, 
 
I just had a long talk with my sons last week. They're facing college and 
they have no money and they have big dreams. Now they're wondering 
how they are supposed to believe God for thousands of dollars each 
year when they have less than a hundred dollars in their bank 
accounts. So I took them through the journey of their parent’s life.  
  
I tried not to overwhelm them, but I had to give them the truth as well. I 
gave them the harsh realities of life and the risk that you take when you 
follow God. I used that word risk only from the stand point that you just 
don't know what awaits you when you follow God. There will be great 
victories and pleasant surprises. But there will also be disappointments 
and times of discouragement. The one thing you always have is the 
Word of God. If He said it, then you obey it. The outcome is not your 
responsibility. We live with the assurance that God will do what He said 
He would do. We just don't know how it will be done. So we learn to 
trust Him when things don't happen the way we thought they would or 
should happen. 
  
When Jesus sent out His disciples with the message of the Kingdom of 
God, He gave them very careful instructions on what to do if the 
message is received AND what to do if the message is rejected. He 
knew that He had to prepare them for both responses because 
when we obey God, we enter a realm where people's choices can 
directly affect our lives. That's the part about following Jesus that 
bothers us the most. We don't want to be that vulnerable. We don’t 
mind it so much to have our own decisions affect us, but to have the 
decision of somebody else affecting us, is another matter. That’s 
something I don’t like at all. Yet when we follow the Lord’s commands, 
sometimes it places us in the position where we are hanging in the 
balance, waiting for someone to decide, yes or no. 
  
The Lord showed me an example. When He placed Adam in the 
garden, He gave him instructions and He gave him a choice. He 
presented objects of that choice, the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil versus all the other trees from which he could obtain fruit. God 
placed a choice in the garden. 
  
God uses us the same way. He will place us in someone’s life as the 
object of a choice. Unlike that tree that Adam was told not to touch, 
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GOD places us as one of the trees from which a person IS allowed to 
partake of the fruit and experience new life. 
 
So there we stand in someone's garden as the alternative choice.  
They can choose their own way, or they partake of the fruit that God is 
producing through our lives. 
  
If they choose their own way, and reject us and our fruit, it does not 
mean we did something wrong. It doesn't mean you were in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. The person or people have made a choice. 
We just don't like being in that position.  
  
Many of us, in this ministry family, are in a time of transition. God is 
moving us from one neighborhood to another, from one job to another, 
from one set of relationships to another, from one level of responsibility 
to another. Part of the reason for your transition is because God wants 
to plant you in another garden. God is about to give someone else a 
choice.  
  
Where you have been planted the past few years, some people did 
partake of the fruit of your life. Some tasted it and decided they didn't 
want to change. Some rejected it altogether. Now there's another 
garden you must be planted in. Somebody else needs to have a Godly 
choice placed in their life. You don't know how they will respond, but 
that is not your responsibility. God just wants a willing vessel that will 
GO where He says GO. He wants a vessel that will BE who God needs 
them to BE. 
  
Why would God send us across the country or across the world to 
present someone a choice? ...Because He loves them! 
 
What if they reject the choice? Did we waste our time, energy and 
money by making ourselves available to be used by God this way? No, 
because we are not our own! We have been bought with a price. We 
do it because we love Him. And don't you dare think that God won't 
honor your faith and your obedience. Like the woman with the 
alabaster box, break open your life and pour out everything onto Jesus. 
You will never regret it! 
 
That’s what we have been called to do. This community and this 
generation has had a fruitful tree set before it for four years. Only a few 
have partaken of it, so far. We were really discouraged about that for a 
long time, but God used our special anniversary guests to bring much 
healing and understanding about that. 
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Now we can see things a little clearer. We are just a tree, set in a 
garden to provide a choice for those who need to turn away from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Jesus told His disciples to move 
on if the message is rejected. In other words, don’t stop, don't sulk, and 
don't get depressed about it. You just keep moving. Keep doing what 
God has told you to do. There's somebody else who will receive.  
  
So embrace the change. Just like the people who will be presented 
with a choice through your life, you must make the choice to obey God, 
too. Don’t back away in self-preservation and fear. Move forward in the 
will of God.  
  
I tend to be an adventurous person anyway. I’ll try new things and 
move into new territory. Yes, there’s a pioneering spirit within me. But 
that still doesn’t make the choice to be used by God in this manner, any 
easier. None of us knows how things will turn out in the long run. All we 
know is that God has led us and we trust Him to come through for us, 
so that even if what we have to offer is rejected, we can still rest in 
knowing that we obeyed the voice of the Lord. We made the right 
choice, the right decision, and the right response. We have made the 
fruitful choice. 
  
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris Green 
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Say what you see! 
 
Greetings Family, 
  
Carol and I were thrilled about last Friday night’s session. God just met 
us in such a wonderful way from the worship, through the ministry of 
the word, to the prophetic prayer; it was just a wonderful experience. I 
shared a word from Hebrews 11 regarding the walk of faith. I just 
wanted to emphasize to you again what was revealed from Hebrews 
11: 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things 
which are visible.  
  
I wanted to say it to you again that the fact you cannot see a thing, 
does not mean it does not exist. The world was framed by the word of 
God. He simply spoke. Things that are seen are made of things that 
are invisible. You and I may not be able to see it, BUT IT DOES EXIST. 
What we must do is believe what God is telling us. God is telling us 
what is real. God is telling us what is available. God is telling us what 
already exist.  
  
When we look into God’s word, we begin to see what He already sees. 
He helps us to see what He sees. That’s when we must begin to say 
what we see. I’m not talking about some mystical mind over matter 
spooky stuff. I’m talking about the God of the universe who speaks 
from the eternal realm into the natural realm. He sees in both realms. 
He can tell us what exist beyond our five senses. Our role in all of this 
is to believe Him. 
  
Carol and I have been learning, through the years, to live this life of 
faith. I remember many years ago when we were renting a small house 
and our family was growing. We had three small boys and it was 
obvious that we needed a larger place. 
  
We just felt like we were supposed to live in a certain neighborhood 
near our church building. These were large brick homes, two and three 
floors, 3-4 bedrooms, in a pretty nice neighborhood, close to a 
community park. We would drive through the neighborhood looking at 
the homes, all of which were well out of our price range. Besides, we 
were just renters with no real credit to speak of other than a car 
payment. 
  
We couldn’t explain it, but we just felt like we would one day live on one 
of the blocks in that neighborhood. We could see it. We could feel it. 
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We even felt like we somehow belonged in one of those houses. So we 
began to say it to one another. 
  
“One day we’re going to live in one of these homes.”  
  
It sounded crazy to say it, but we weren’t just doing the name it-claim 
it thing. God had revealed something in our spirit. He was showing us 
something from the eternal realm where He could see into our future. 
He was showing us what He saw. Since God is already in tomorrow, 
He will give us a glimpse into what He sees as being done already. Our 
response, when He gives us that glimpse, is to believe Him. 
  
Well, our landlord, from whom we were renting, called us to come to 
their home because they wanted to talk to us. We went to their house 
and it was in the neighborhood that we would drive through. They gave 
us a tour of their house and they sat us down to offer it to us. We told 
them that we had no money for down payment and we really couldn’t 
afford it. They responded by offering a rent with option to buy package. 
They wanted to get out of the real estate business and move to Florida. 
They needed to get out of their house and they wanted to offer it to us 
first since we were their best paying tenant. 
  
The new rent payment was within our means and our little family 
moved into that neighborhood that we used to drive through. Eventually 
we exercised the option to buy the home. We lived in that house for ten 
years. Our children grew up in that house. It was later declared, by the 
City of St. Louis, to be a historical structure and as such, the value 
tripled. Everything was just like the Lord had shown us. We had simply 
dared to believe what God was showing us. 
  
What has He shown you that seems to be far-fetched right now? I’m 
telling you to believe Him. Gas prices are soaring, food prices are 
climbing, and utilities are becoming difficult for many people to 
manage. Yet, in the midst of all of this, God still keeps giving us a 
glimpse of our future. Sometimes it can seem like our imagination is 
going wild. Sometimes it feels like false hope. Sometimes we can feel 
like we’re just caught up in wishful thinking. But that’s not what this is. 
This is the walk of faith. God speaks. God shows us something. We 
must agree with Him. Then we obey and act according to what He has 
shown us. 
  
Whenever we are in that place of uncertainty, Carol and I will fast and 
pray. We’ll go back to the original words that God spoke. We’ll play the 
video and audio recordings of prophetic words spoken over our life. 
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We’ll go to the Bible and allow His word to speak to us. We’ll make 
sure the peace of God is present with every decision that we are 
making and with every step we are about to take. Before we make a 
purchase, change residence, seek employment, take a ministry 
opportunity, or even send out these weekly emails, we make sure the 
peace of God is present. 
  
We look for the peace to decide if whether to start something or stop 
something. We look for the approving peace of God on the proper 
timing. The peace can be present to say that something is okay to be 
done, but the peace may be disturbed regarding the proper time in 
which we want to do it. 
  
I really think of it like this. If God can give Noah the precise 
measurement for building the ark, and if God can give Moses the 
precise dimensions and materials for building the tabernacle, then 
certainly, God can speak with precision regarding my life. I don’t have 
to run around wasting time, energy, and gasoline. God can lead me to 
the right place, with the right people, at the right time. 
  
We don’t have to toss and turn all night in worry and fear. You and I 
can honestly sleep even though we cannot see, in the natural, what the 
future holds. We can rest, assured that God is handling things while 
we’re asleep. In fact, sleep becomes the ultimate act of faith when 
things are uncertain or when there is trouble in our lives.  
 
Psalm 127: 1-2 reads: Unless the LORD builds the house, they labor 
in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, the watchman 
stays awake in vain.  It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to 
eat the bread of sorrows; For so He gives His beloved sleep. 
   
The same God, who framed the world with a word, can certainly frame 
our individual worlds with a word. Everything that exists in our world is 
made of things that were invisible. And what brought those things from 
the invisible into the visible? It was the word of God. That’s why you 
and I must read His word, receive His word, agree with His word, and 
then obey His word. When we do that, we are moving in faith. 
  
If you find yourself in worry, fear, doubt and discouragement, pick up 
the word of God and read it to yourself. God is not lying to you. He’s 
telling you what already exist in your future, even though you cannot 
see it.   
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From Jeremiah 29:11 His word says, “For I know the thoughts that I 
think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.” 
 
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris Green 
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More Than We Can Bear 
 
Greetings Family, 
  
Well, I’ve got wonderful news for you today. First I need to review some 
of the things we’ve discussed in our last sessions together. 
 
Are you going through an unbearable trial? Do you ever feel like God is 
putting too much on you and you just can’t take anything else? 
  
First of all we’ll challenge that understanding. I know that there are 
popular songs that say God won’t put more on you than you can bear. 
Sometimes other Christians will say it. The problem with that quote is 
that it implies God is placing burdens on us.  
 
Like a load of bricks, or heavy steel objects, we get the picture that God 
is watching us trudge along through life and every once in a while, He 
places another load of situations and circumstances on us for us to 
carry as we walk on the narrow road toward heaven. Just when you get 
accustomed to carrying that amount, He drops a couple of more things 
on us. 
 
 But we are told, don’t worry because like a weight lifter, your muscles 
are getting stronger and before long, you’ll be so buffed up in the spirit 
that you’ll finally be able to fight the devil and win. 
 
We’re sorry, but that picture is a bit distorted. 
 
First of all, let’s look at God’s word and see what He actually says: 
 
1 Corinthians 10: Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware 
that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same 
spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of 
that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But 
with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were 
scattered in the wilderness. 
 
Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should 
not lust after evil things as they also lusted.  And do not become 
idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat 
down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.”  Nor let us commit sexual 
immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three 
thousand fell; nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
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and were destroyed by serpents;  nor complain, as some of them 
also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. Now all these 
things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 
  
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No 
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 
escape, that you may be able to bear it.  Therefore, my beloved, flee 
from idolatry.  I speak as to wise men; judge for yourselves what I say. 
 
The word does not say God will not put on you more than you are able 
to bear. 
 
It specifically says God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able… 
 
For too long we have misquoted this verse to describe the troubles and 
trials that we face. For too long we have told people that God is testing 
them and putting tests on them, (but don’t worry) He won’t put on you 
more than you can bear. 
 
This passage was talking about the temptation to give in to the desire 
of the fleshly nature and enter into idolatry (the worship of another God) 
and thus suffer the consequences of yielding to the temptations. 
 
Beginning at verse 6 we see these temptations to lust after evil things, 
to become idolaters, to commit sexual immorality, to tempt Christ, and 
to complain. 
 
When the Israelites gave in to these temptations we see some specific 
negative consequences. For instance, 23,000 people died in one day 
as a result of sexual immorality. The ones who tempted Christ were 
destroyed by serpents. The complainers were wiped out by the 
destroyer. 
 
Then the apostle Paul writes this often misquoted statement. He says, 
“Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No 
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; 
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able,” 
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What is he talking about? I believe he is saying, that just like the 
Israelites were being transitioned from bondage to promise, and had to 
pass through the Red Sea, and cross the wilderness season, so do we 
today. As you make the transition from a life of slavery to a life of 
promise, you will be tempted to 
  
1.) to lust after evil things 
2.) to become idolaters 
3.) to commit sexual immorality 
4.) to tempt Christ 
5.) to complain 
 
No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 
man 
 
Life is hard. It’s unpredictable and unfair. Satan is a murderer. He 
comes to steal, kill and destroy. 
 
So what’s happening is that as you and I are in the transition from 
bondage to promise. 
 
When the trials of life come against us, temptation comes with the 
trials. 
 
Now this is why I hate that incorrect interpretation. 
 
The Bible declares in James 1:13-14 Let no one say when he is 
tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when 
he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 
 
So if we teach and say God will not put on you more than you can 
bear, we are implying that the temptation is coming from God. 
 
Clearly His Word declares that temptation does not come from God. In 
fact it’s shocking to see where the temptation comes from. James says, 
“But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own 
desires and enticed.” 
 
So what is the picture we should have when we hear the verse, but 
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able…? 
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We believe we need to change it from the picture of a God dropping 
heavy weights upon us to picture of the Holy Spirit within us, blocking 
and battling against the fleshy nature. 
 
In other words, God won’t let it be easy for you and me to yield to the 
temptations. 
 
When difficult trials and troubles hit us, God opens a door of escape 
from those temptations.  
 
But God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of 
escape, that you may be able to bear it.   
 
What is the it? You and I will be able to bear the temptation in the midst 
of the trial and tribulation. 
 
You see in God’s scheme of things, the trial is not the BIG issue at 
stake. The BIG issue is the temptation that is present in the midst of the 
trial. God is getting at the thing that James point out. The temptation is 
about our own desires. The temptation is not something on the outside 
of us trying to tempt us. It’s about something that’s inside of us that 
God wants to purify. 
 
So He will allow the trials, to bring up the temptation, so he can open a 
door, and present us with a choice. 
 
So how am I supposed to look at the trials? (Two answers) 
 

1.) Trials are part of the process of maturing us. 
 

James 1: 2-4 reads: My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into 
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 
But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking nothing. 
 
1 Thessalonians 3: 2-4 reads: …and sent Timothy, our brother and 
minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to 
establish you and encourage you concerning your faith, that no one 
should be shaken by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that 
we are appointed to this. For, in fact, we told you before when we were 
with you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you 
know. 
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God knows that trials cause our true lust, desires and motivations to 
come to the surface. God knows that trials bring us to the place of 
having to make a choice. 
 
You see when our faith is tested; overcoming temptations is part of the 
maturing process. We learn to overcome temptation in the midst of 
trials. 
 
In our flesh we have the desires for what we want, when we want it, 
how we want it, where we want it and the way we want. We want 
instant gratification. We want immediate comfort, quick answers, 
microwave oven results, and instant success. But we live in a fallen 
world. 
 
But once you give your heart and life to God through Jesus Christ His 
son, He takes us on a journey from bondage and slavery to sin and our 
own selfishness to a land of promise and purpose. In the land of 
promise, there’s a new purpose for our lives. So God allows us to cross 
a wilderness of transition to uncover and heal our weakness and 
mature us for a higher purpose for living. 
 
Like the Israelites, you can get through the wilderness in a relatively 
short time, or you can take 40 years and never fulfill God’s intentions 
for your life. He’ll have to let us die in the wilderness transition and give 
the promise to the next generation. 
 

2.) Jesus is going to be revealed and glorified 
 
1 Peter 1: 6 reads: In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the 
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that 
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, 
and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen 
you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice 
with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
 
Many years ago, my brother and bishop Raphael Green, wrote a song 
that became the anthem for our lives.  The lyrics of the chorus were 
simply: 
 
Jesus be glorified in my life 
Jesus be glorified in my life 
Jesus be glorified in my life. 
That is my greatest desire. 
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We sang that song across the country and shed many tears as its true 
meaning came forth in our lives. We had to learn to allow the trials of 
life to bring the reality of Jesus into the forefront. 
 
What are we saying in all of this? We’re saying that the trials of life are 
unbearable, but the grace of God carries us through the trials. The 
afflictions are indeed heavier than we can handle, so that’s why we 
depend upon the Holy Spirit of God so heavily.  
 
What God promises us in the midst of unbearable situations is that the 
temptations won’t be unbearable. He makes a way of escape from the 
temptations as He gives us grace to take us through the trials. We don’t 
escape the trials. We are made to be victorious in the midst of them. 
 
We felt led to share these words to bring clarity and understanding for 
where you are in your life. If you and I still have distorted understanding 
about what certain Bible scriptures declare and what they actually 
mean, it can cause a lot of confusion. Sometimes it even leads to anger 
with God and other believers because what is spoken forth does not 
match up with what God is doing in our lives. 
  
So for what ever thorn or trial that you are going through, we 
encourage you to receive the grace of God, for the strength to keep 
walking through the wilderness. Even though there’s a lot of temptation 
to quit and go back to Egypt, God has provided the way of escape to 
overcome the temptations. All along He’s providing His grace to keep 
us moving forward until we reach the land of promise and purpose. 
 
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris and Carol Green 
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Is there anything too hard for the Lord?  
 
Greetings Family, 
 
For those of you who are facing a very difficult challenge in your life, we 
have these words to say to you. It actually comes in the form of a 
question? 
  
Is there anything too hard for the Lord? Life is hard and bad things 
happen to good people, but God is not the one who did it to you. 
People make choices and those choices may have affected you. The 
Bible also says that satan comes to steal, kill and destroy, but Jesus 
said I have come that you might have life, and life more abundant. 
That’s a whole lot of life. God doesn’t promise that everything will 
always go right, but He does promise that He will make all things turn 
out for our good. 
  
So what’s the next step for you today? Just pray and tell God that you 
choose to trust Him. Don’t make promises about how good you’re 
going to be from now on. Don’t try to bargain with God to get Him to “do 
something.” Just simply trust Him. I know it’s tough to do that, 
especially if you're one who really does not know Him in a real personal 
way, or if you only talk to Him in the bad times. 
  
Just know that God doesn’t condemn you. He came to rescue you. He 
really likes you. He truly loves you. I encourage you to trust Him today. 
Life can be very cloudy and foggy. So that’s why I’m writing to say, 
“Just trust Him.” 
  
We have a song called, On a Clear Day. It comes from the phrase “On 
a clear day you can see forever.” The imagery is of someone standing 
on a high mountain looking across a valley. When it’s foggy, you can’t 
see anything, but on a clear day, you can see a great distance. People 
will sometimes say, “You can see forever…” meaning you can see 
many, many miles into the distance.  
  
That’s how it is when you pray. First you move up to a higher level, and 
secondly, the fog is cleared away. Then you can see a long distance. 
We wrote in the song, that you can see into eternity. What we mean by 
that is, you can see things from God’s perspective. God can see how 
things are going to be and not just how things are right now. So pray 
and get a view of your future On a Clear Day.  
 
Chris and Carol Green 
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Keep Drinking Water 
 
Greetings Family, 
 
Summer is really funny sometimes. You are no longer concerned about 
freezing temperatures and all that stuff, but the warm weather, you so 
longed for, can sometimes be the same weather that slows you down 
or even stops you. The intense heat and the high humidity seem to sap 
your strength.  
 
We think of vacations and fun in the summer, but sudden storms or 
high temperatures can ruin the plans just like winter’s freezing 
temperatures and snow. It’s just that in the summer, we don’t tend to 
expect or plan for these challenges. 
  
It can be the same way in the summer season of our lives. We’re 
watching the plan of God unfold, but at the same time, the heat is 
intense and the humidity is suffocating. The trials and temptations are 
like the heat and humidity. They tend to increase in the summer season 
and pressure seems to get stronger, the closer we get to God’s desired 
goals for our lives. 
  
Through the years, I’ve watched this same pattern come against me in 
my personal life as well as in ministry. God speaks a word, and the 
closer I get to the fulfillment of that word, the greater the pressure 
increases. It happens in many areas of my life and they all seem to 
culminate in a giant effort to keep me from fulfilling God’s goal.  
 
It’s like going out to jog or to take a walk in the summer. If the heat 
doesn’t get you, the humidity will. The temptation is to go faster so that 
the promise can be fulfilled before the problems overtake the promise. 
The fear is that the problems will keep the promise from coming to 
pass. 
  
So what’s the response in this season? All you can do is keep drinking 
water and pace yourself. We must choose to stay in step with God. 
Don’t get ahead of Him and don’t drag behind either.  
 
This is a real struggle for me because I constantly battle the thorn of 
pessimism in my flesh. I was born with an expectation for things to go 
wrong, so when things get tough, I have to get out of myself with all 
those tendencies to receive discouragement. 
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If you’re the kind of person that has to fight like that, I encourage you to 
keep drinking water. Keep drinking of the word of God. Keep drinking of 
the water that springs out of you.  
 
Jesus said, in John 4: 14 “…but whoever drinks the water I give him will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life." 
 
In the summer season, we need to drink of the waters of life more than 
ever. Summer season can be deceptive because it gives the 
appearance that we can take it easy and coast to the finish line. 
However the principle of Hebrews 4:11 applies. “Let us therefore be 
diligent to enter that rest…” 
  
It sounds like a contradiction doesn’t it. Be diligent to enter that rest. 
We find it necessary to keep focused on resting in God and not in 
getting busy to try to make something happen. This is God’s show. You 
and I must simply say our lines, sing our parts, play our notes, and do 
what we’re supposed to do. We must trust that He’s really got it all 
under control. 
  
As we were raising our children, they weren’t aware of the things we 
were doing for them all along. In fact, they are just now making those 
discoveries. My point is that, God is doing stuff on our behalf all the 
time. Like a child, we just have to trust Him. 
  
In fact, the closer we get to God’s fulfilled purpose in this summer 
season, the more I urge you to drink of this water:  
  
Matthew 6: 31-33 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ 
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you 
need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
  
Now isn’t that refreshing and strengthening? Here, take another drink: 
  
Philippians 4: 19 And my God shall supply all your need according 
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 
  
Come on! One more big swallow: 
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Ephesians 1: 16-19: I have not stopped giving thanks for you, 
remembering you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know 
the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us 
who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength…” 
  
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris and Carol Green 
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Make the Investment 
 
Greetings Family, 
  
Make it fit for yourself in the field; And afterward build your house. 
Proverbs 24:27 (New King James Version) 
  
The Lord reminded me of this Proverb today and I realized that He was 
giving me confirmation on the steps He has given us in order to build 
this house. 
  
The first step is to make it fit for ourselves in the field. We have to do 
the field work first. We have to do the outside work first. Isn’t it 
marvelous to see, according to the Word of God, how we are being led 
in moving forward with the soul winning and believer building strategy? 
We just know that this online church is part of the Lord fulfilling His 
prophetic word concerning this ministry family that was given to us in 
our early days in Pennsylvania. 
  
Do you recall how He told us that we would win thousands to Jesus 
through this ministry? 
  
We believe that this is part of the preparation for this great work. 
  
I feel the Lord’s presence on me strongly all the time. I hardly sleep and 
I feel like I’m always in the Lord’s presence. While we recorded the 
sessions, the Spirit of God moved on me heavily as you will see in our 
first session. I know that a lot is going on in all of our lives, but I urge 
you to push past the pressure and pray for the move of God to sweep 
across this city in a way that causes people to hunger and thirst for 
something more than the same old routines. 
  
Jeremiah 9: 17, “Thus says the LORD of hosts:  “Consider and call for 
the mourning women, That they may come; And send for skillful 
wailing women, That they may come.” 
  
Again I’m calling for the women of this ministry family to pray with me in 
this hour. I’m asking the Lord to grant us an open door for ministry. 
Continue to stand in agreement with me on this. I see people meeting 
in homes, all over this city. I see God doing something special in 
people’s hearts and it is also taking place in their homes. I’m not 
speaking or praying against the church or against meeting in church 
buildings. I just see that God wants to use initiatives like this, as 
catalyst to ignite people to the reality of His presence and His love. 
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Acts 14: 26-28 From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been 
commended to the grace of God for the work which they had 
completed. Now when they had come and gathered the church 
together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He 
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. So they stayed there a 
long time with the disciples. 
  
1 Corinthians 16: 9 For a great and effective door has opened to 
me, and there are many adversaries. 
  
2 Corinthians 2: 12  
Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a 
door was opened to me by the Lord,  
  
Revelation 3: 7-8 
 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things 
says He who is holy, He who is true, “He who has the key of David, He 
who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:  “I know 
your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one 
can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have 
not denied My name.  
  
  
FRUITFUL WORDS: Make the Investment - the kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy 
over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  
Matthew 13:44. 
  
We want to encourage you today that as you make this investment of 
your life, that it is not a blind leap into the dark. You have found the 
hidden treasure in a field. Most people never make this investment. 
They invest in themselves and they are willing to sacrifice all for what 
they want out of life. 
  
But you have chosen to buy the field. The field seems worthless. It 
looks like something that will never pay off. It looks more like a liability. 
What can be the benefit of buying the field?  
  
The Kingdom of God is the only thing that gives the field value. You 
have discovered that the rule and reign of God in the hearts of men, 
women, boys and girls, is the greatest treasure. 
 
The Kingdom of heaven principle is that we must be willing to buy the 
whole field to get the treasure. You have to sell all, to obtain the 
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benefit. But when we consider the value of the treasure that is hidden 
in the field, we know that the treasure is more valuable than the 
investment we are making. We’re not just buying the field. We’re giving 
our all, to obtain the treasure.  
  
That’s why serving God is such a joy. No price is too great because we 
know there’s treasure in that field. So when the field is the assignment 
and purpose for which we have been called here in this generation, we 
know that the treasure is worth selling our all. 
  
We keep declaring this as we get older and feel the temptation to just 
work a job until we can sit back and retire. We declare to ourselves that 
there’s treasure in that field. We’re not counting on our growing 
retirement and savings account (and thank God we have one), we’re 
just counting the cost, so we can pay the price and buy the field. We 
want that treasure in that field because the Bible says, the kingdom is 
like that treasure hidden in the field. 
  
I’m seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. We know 
that we usually send words of encouragement regarding the trials and 
afflictions we are going through, but this time we hear the Lord saying, 
“Just buy the field…” So I’m receiving the message for myself and I’m 
passing it on to everyone today. In the midst of your pain, hurt and 
frustration, just buy the field… 
 
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris and Carol Green 
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Kingdom Mindset 
 
Hello Church family: 
 
The more this ministry family focuses on establishing the Kingdom of 
God, the more our attention is drawn to the emphasis that Jesus placed 
on preaching about it. In Matthew 13, there are eight parables about 
the Kingdom. Matthew used the terms Kingdom of God and Kingdom of 
Heaven interchangeably, but he was referring to the same thing. The 
word kingdom simply means the king’s domain. It is the realm in 
which a king rules and reigns. Another way of expressing the thought 
might be the government of God. 
  
Jesus kept using the phrase, the kingdom is like…  I believe He did this 
because the concepts and realities of the Kingdom of God were so far 
beyond His listener’s understanding that He had to use parables to 
describe the kingdom as being like something they were already 
familiar with. 
  
When we see what the kingdom is like, we can begin to understand 
God’s rule and reign. That rule and reign encompasses God’s position, 
power, priorities, purpose, plans and provision in our hearts and lives. 
  
The past few weeks I’ve been referring to the parable of the dragnet 
and most recently, the parable of the hidden treasure. Jesus described 
the Kingdom of God as being like… 

1.)     a sower, sowing seeds in different kinds of soil 
2.)     wheat and tares in a field 
3.)     a mustard seed 
4.)     leaven in dough 
5.)     buried treasure 
6.)     a pearl of great price 
7.)     a dragnet 
8.)     a householder’s treasury 

  
Just from these eight examples, we can see that Jesus was describing 
everything from the way the Kingdom must be viewed and valued, to 
how it must be received and understood. I personally believe that within 
these descriptions there are also many principles that address the 
mentality and mindset of the Kingdom of God. I believe we not only 
have to learn about the kingdom’s reality, but we must receive the 
Kingdom’s mentality. 
  



 38

For instance, the parable of the wheat and tares describes the reality 
that the enemy sows tares in the midst of wheat and that we can’t 
distinguish the difference until the time of harvest.  
  
Matthew 13: 24-30 reads: Another parable He put forth to them, saying: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his 
field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat and went his way. But when the grain had sprouted and 
produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. So the servants of the 
owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? How then does it have tares?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and 
gather them up?’ But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares 
you also uproot the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather 
together the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.”’” 
  
Yes, it is true that this describes how true believers and pretenders will 
be separated in the end times, but it also describes the fact that 
intermingling of good and bad seeds is a Kingdom reality.  
  
Therefore, the laborer’s (Kingdom citizens) mentality is that they should 
not waste valuable time and energy hunting down hypocrites. There’s 
no need to focus time and energy trying to get rid of the people who 
really don’t want God. They will be in our midst rather it’s a small group 
or a large congregation. I believe Jesus was addressing a Kingdom 
mentality as well as a Kingdom reality. The Kingdom mentality in this 
parable can be summed up with, “Don’t waste time doing something 
that the King’s going to handle in His own way, in His own time.” 
  
Another example of Kingdom mentality is shown within the buried 
treasure parable. Matthew 13: 44 reads: “Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy 
over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  
Not only was Jesus describing His sacrifice in that He would one day 
lay down His life so that He would receive the inheritance (hidden 
treasure) of souls and lives for His Father, but I believe He was 
describing a Kingdom mindset for us as well.  
  
I believe Jesus’ description of finding buried treasure denotes finding 
hidden potential for the release of God’s priorities, power, purpose, 
plans, and provision. The field in the parable might be a family or 
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household. It might be the field of your career or your employment. It 
might be the field of your calling or some divine assignment. The field 
can be any person, place or thing where the Kingdom-minded person 
will find hidden treasure (potential for God’s purpose and plans) in that 
field.  
  
When we find hidden treasure (which I believe is kingdom potential), 
we must make up our minds to invest all into that field. We must invest 
our time, energy, gifting, training or finances in the field to obtain that 
treasure. That treasure is the Kingdom of God. That means we make 
the investment to see that the position, power, priorities, purpose, plan 
and provision of God is able to be established in another heart and 
home. 
  
Finally I believe this parable describes a shift in our values. With this 
new Kingdom mentality, we consider the treasure to be more valuable 
than what we presently own. So we become willing to invest everything 
to obtain the treasure which is the Kingdom of God, the rule and reign 
of God, the government of God, and to make the priorities, purpose 
and plan of God the total reason for every breath that we take. 
  
I find it interesting that the one who finds the treasure does not try to 
steal the treasure out of the field. That means, we don’t exploit, 
manipulate, intimidate or dominate the field. No, a Kingdom citizen 
does things legitimately. We don’t cut corners or skip steps. We do 
things the right way. Do you see why I say Jesus was describing a 
Kingdom mentality as well as a Kingdom reality? What a great parable 
to describe the renewed mind in the Kingdom of God. 
  
As you know, I’ve talked about the parable of the dragnet repeatedly. 
That’s because this parable has mostly been taught from the position of 
the good and bad being separated in the end times. 
  
Matthew 13: 47-51 reads: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of every kind, 
which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and 
gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away. So it will be at 
the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked 
from among the just, and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” Jesus said to them,” Have you 
understood all these things?”  
  
Jesus said the kingdom is like the dragnet. Even though He goes 
through the process of the separation at the end of the parable, I also 
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believe He’s addressing both the method and mentality of the Kingdom. 
That method and mentality involves a willingness to catch any and all 
kinds of people in the net. There is no prejudice or picks and choosing 
on our part. We must be willing to extend the Kingdom and ourselves to 
all kinds of people. After they are drawn into the net, they are taken to a 
shore where a separation is made. Unlike the wheat and tares parable 
where the enemy has sown in the bad with the good, this parable 
reveals something startling. The Kingdom of God actually gathers the 
bad and the good. How’s that for a change of perspective. 
  
The religious crowd will scream at that statement and say we’re 
supposed to be separate from the world. Here’s how Paul addressed 
this issue in 1 Corinthians 5: 9. “I have written you in my letter not to 
associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning the 
people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and 
swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this 
world.” But now I am writing you that you must not associate with 
anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or 
greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such 
a man do not even eat. 
  
Paul’s words seem pretty clear and consistent with the Kingdom 
mentality. We’re supposed to associate with all kinds of people. Only 
the pretenders will be separated. Sinners aren’t usually pretending (as 
far as the issue of whether they are believers or not). They are what 
they are and they don’t usually claim to be anything else.  
  
That’s why we’re casting out the dragnet through the ministry of This 
ministry family. We don’t know what we’re gathering and bringing to the 
shore, but once we get there, the distinctions will be made. For too 
long, church and religion have tried to separate people and drag the 
net, at the same time. By doing it that way, all you will accomplish is the 
loss of most of the catch and you’ll never get them to shore. We want 
to at least get them to shore. 
  
I wish I had time to get into all of the parables because they will help us 
understand the motives in the heart of Jesus. We’re going to take the 
time to talk about each one of these parables during our weekly on-line 
church sessions, so I encourage everyone to watch and invite others to 
check out the teachings as well. We are making this one of the 
foundational teachings for the ministry family and for those who 
connect with us on line, because the Kingdom of God message was 
Jesus’ main message. 
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Today, most churches preach only the cross, but Jesus did not preach 
the cross. Occasionally He mentioned privately that He was going to 
die. Once He told the religious leaders that He would raise this temple 
in three days and that was as close as He got to telling anyone 
publically about His death and resurrection. He knew they wouldn’t 
understand what He was saying. Only His disciples got the point after 
He was resurrected. 
  
So we’re going to preach what Jesus preached. He preached and 
taught about the rule and reign of God being established in the hearts 
and lives of people. That’s why we can’t preach religion. That’s why we 
have to preach more than the cross. Don’t get me wrong. The 
preaching of the cross is vital. We’re not going to omit that message. 
Your pastors are saying that the strategy for this ministry family is that 
we are preaching both the cross of Jesus and the Kingdom of God. 
  
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris Green 
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Ordered Steps 
 
Greetings Family, 
  
We’re back from a long journey to St. Louis, Missouri where God 
released us in a weekend of ministry. We drove for 13 hours and 
arrived in St. Louis just in time to put our youngest son on a plane for 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. I can’t describe how we feel, just knowing that one of 
our children will walk the campus where we first me one another. He 
was teary-eyed as he hugged his parents and his brothers to begin a 
whole new phase of life. 
  
Afterwards, we got settled in and made our way to our God-daughter. 
Our first evening in St. Louis was spent with her since her mother 
passed away last week. It was quite a shock because her mother 
suffered a heart attack while on a family vacation. We promised her 
that we would be there for her during this time. 
  
We were asked to pray for the immediate family, so I asked one of our 
God-sons to lead us in songs of worship. From there, Carol and I 
prayed for each person in the room. The spirit of God began to move in 
such a precious way to a hurting household. 
  
The next day, we were on our way to see my parents when one of my 
dearest brothers in the Lord called us. He was visiting from Texas. We 
happened to be in town at the same time. We met at my parent’s 
house. He brought some folks with him and it was the original members 
of our first Christian rap group called the Church Boyz. 
  
Once again the meeting became a time of ministry as Carol and I 
prayed for every single person in the house including my parents. 
Everyone confirmed that the exhortations the Lord gave were very 
accurate. Then everyone circled around and prayed for us. God used 
them to confirm the calling on our lives in this season. Then my brother 
from Texas spoke a word that God was breaking the curse of poverty 
off our family. He said as a sign that this was so… he handed us a 
$100 dollar bill. Then the others in the room began to give to us. All we 
could do was just weep because Carol and I had just talked about the 
negative pattern that has always followed us in our finances. 
  
When we bought our first home, six months later, job layoffs 
devastated us. Then we moved to Pennsylvania. Once again, sudden 
loss of income impacted us. The frustration was that this was now 
affecting our ability to help our children with their education. Then, not 
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24 hours after talking about it, we were receiving a prayer about the 
very issue we had just talked about privately. To God be the glory. 
  
That evening, we spent more time with our God-daughter actually 
taking her out of the house for a while. After spending a little time 
eating and watching a movie, we took her home. We sat in the truck 
and talked until 1:30am. She talked openly about her mom and we just 
listened. We knew how important this was as part of her healing 
process. 
  
The next day was Sunday and we visited our home church. It was 
youth Sunday and the young people were leading the praise and 
worship when we walked in. We tried to slip in unnoticed, but the 
associate pastor insisted on us moving up front. The worship was 
wonderful and the presence of the Lord was strong. I turned around 
and scanned the congregation and there were a lot of new faces. The 
Lord spoke to me and said, “These are the people who will do it. They 
will give birth to the vision.” 
  
As the people rejoiced during the worship, the associate pastor called 
us up to the microphone to exhort the people of God. I shared with 
them what the Lord spoke to me. Carol went forth with a burst of 
preaching and exhortation regarding pushing past the pain in the time 
of labor and child birth. God used her in a powerful way as she literally 
preached on giving birth to the vision. Then I shared a word regarding 
resisting temptation while crossing the wilderness of transition, in route 
to the land of promise. The Lord led us to pray for the associate pastor 
and his wife. Finally we prayed for our bishop, (who was out of town). 
  
Afterwards, the drama ministry presented a wonderful skit. The 
associate pastor called us back up to close the service with a song and 
we ministered Carol’s song, Totally Because Of You. 
 
The youth kept calling for more so we did three more songs: At Your 
Feet, Give The Lord Praise, and He Is My Light. I lost my voice in the 
process. It was refreshing and fun to say the least. 
  
Afterwards, there were many hugs and greetings. We celebrated my 
younger sister’s birthday at a local restaurant. Many people gathered 
with us and it was just good to be surrounded with family and friends. 
Even though our visit was based on good-byes, it was a most fruitful 
visit from start to finish. We could see that God had set this up. 
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The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in 
his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the 
LORD upholds him with His hand. - Psalm 37:23-24  
 
Do you feel like things are kind of out of control? There may be a lot of 
loose ends and unanswered questions and living this way can cause 
you to feel like you’re just moving along without a purpose or plan. I’ve 
been the type of person that operates with a kind of rhyme and reason 
to life. 
 
However, the past few years have seemed like riot and chaos, until the 
very end of the situations when God would burst in to save the day. 
Carol and I were having dinner after I got off work really late last night. 
We began to talk about the way God seems to be guiding us. I said it 
was as if though we’re walking through a mine field. 
 
Carol shared with me how the Lord gave her a dream in which the 
enemy was trying to set traps for her. She said it was like an episode 
out of the old Twilight Zone series. A man would go and look into the 
future, and then he’d set his traps, but she would not do things 
according to what he had seen in the future. So he was screaming at 
his cohorts because he didn’t understand why his schemes were not 
working. She said this happened three times in the dream. 
 
We believe God is showing her the way that He is leading us is a very 
careful strategy to order our steps. I told her demonic forces have 
always been able to predict and count on the responses of God’s 
people. Since many are led by their appetites and personal goals, it is 
very easy for them to learn what strings to pull and what bait to dangle 
in front of us to get us to make steps in the wrong direction. 
 
This summer has been unpredictable and mosaic. Weird and random 
patterns of living and steps that made no sense at all are now coming 
together in a perfect picture and display of the plan of God.  
So many times, there was an excitement in the air and we would just 
look at each other and say, “God is up to something! He’s doing 
something right now!” 
 
Carol would tell me that in her spirit she was very excited and rejoicing 
while her mind was unsure and timid. I told her that’s because the spirit 
of God, who lives within us, knows the mind of God. He knows what 
God is up to and therefore, there is rejoicing and excitement. Our 
minds, which don’t know what’s going on, are not accustomed to being 
out of the loop. It wants to analyze the information and communicate to 
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the rest of our being what’s going on. But since the reality of what’s 
going on is in the spirit, we have to choose to agree with the spirit man 
and rejoice even though we don’t see or know what God is doing. All 
we know is that He is indeed doing something. 
 
For many years I found comfort in a schedule, an organizer, a strong 
income stream, a budget, and a spending plan. I’m not knocking any of 
those things. I’ve taught people to live that way and tried to make 
myself the poster child for that lifestyle because I didn’t want to preach 
something that I didn’t practice. 
 
However, we’ve learned, since moving out into this current level of 
living in the call of God, that due to the secret kingdom war that we are 
engaged in, that we really have to obey God’s orders that come without 
explanation. It’s not that we never had to do this before. It’s just that the 
orders have never been so wild and off the chain unusual. 
 
So, I said all of that just to give you the following charge: Stay in line 
with the ordering of your steps. This is new and it’s very uncomfortable, 
but don’t blow it by trying to stay in your comfort zone. The worst thing 
you can do is to try to stick to only what you know and those things that 
are familiar. That’s where the traps are. We know it’s scary to follow 
God in this way. He's been doing this with all of us in this summer 
season. He’s taking away everything that is familiar and safe, so that 
we can learn to trust Him in a whole new way. 
 
If your steps seem random and ridiculous, don’t be discouraged or 
afraid. Your steps are ordered by the Lord. I love this promises in 
Psalm 37 because it also indicates that even if I stumble as I’m trying to 
follow these ordered steps, the Lord will still uphold me. We will make 
it. We will accomplish what God has set out for us to complete. 
 
Overcomers, Under orders,  
 
Chris and Carol Green 
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Just keep doing what we do 
 
Greetings Family, 
 
I was working on our website, uploading some video clips when I 
realized, I’m one of those people who has the rare privilege of actually 
doing what you always wanted to do with your life. I set out to become 
a producer when I attended Oral Roberts University back in 1977. 
Although I failed to complete my studies there, God still blessed me to 
work in places and with people who gave me on-the-job training in the 
communications world.  
 
Therefore, when I’m editing videos, creating web pages, writing songs, 
publishing books, or producing our radio broadcast, I’m doing the 
things I’ve loved to do for over 20 years. Many of these things I did for 
my brother and bishop as our church was growing and reaching out to 
the community. I found myself producing a radio broadcast and then 
two weekly television broadcast. I was in the music studio helping my 
brother produce one of his projects and that led to building our own 
studio and producing several music projects for the youth ministry.  
 
In that moment I kind of chuckled to myself as I realized I would be 
doing what I’m doing if whether I was in Pennsylvania or not. When 
God has called and equipped a person, they will do what they do, no 
matter where God places them. It doesn’t matter if it appears small and 
insignificant. When you do what you do, the success of it is not 
measured in terms of popularity, fame, money or crowds. I don’t speak 
against those things. It’s just that these are not always the best way to 
measure success. 
 
Before we came to Pennsylvania, part of the prophetic word was that 
we would interrupt the communication in the airways. Right from the 
beginning, God was giving us indicators of what we were supposed to 
do when we got here. We were being sent to deal in the realm of 
communications and multi-media. 
 
In spite of such a clear word, we started out trying to do it the pastor-
congregation-church method, and it wasn’t long before we discovered 
that we were not “graced” to do that; at least, not in our start up days. 
Now we find ourselves making more headway through the media 
methods and I know it’s because, we returned to doing what we do. 
We were all about small groups and multi-media before we were 
released into our life’s work. Carol told me that after we moved here, I 
gave in to the pressure to change myself in order to prove myself, 
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which is the kind of pressure she grew up with. When we moved here 
to her home town, she recognized it right away, but I gave in to it 
because I had never been under that kind of spiritual warfare. So my 
loving, patient wife has helped me walk through the process of 
recovery and restoration to again do what I do and be who I am, in the 
calling of the Lord. 
 
So what am I saying to This ministry family today? I’m saying: Dare to 
step out and be who you really are! Now that I have experienced what 
you all have endured all of your life, I understand how difficult that is.  

As you know, we’ve been exploring some of the articles on the 
emerging church website. This was the first place I heard the 
terminology missional living. This was a term used to describe how 
pastors are planting churches in communities today. I discovered that 
they are doing what we are doing here in this city. They got secular 
jobs. They lived and worked in the community. They met in small 
groups. They find alternative ways to reach people like internet.  

The missional living of the new emerging church is going forth in 
urban, suburban and rural communities. I was particularly interested in 
stories and testimonies of those striving to plant works in rural 
communities. They brought up a point that even though a small city can 
be thought of as urban, it can actually be sociologically rural. It has all 
the characteristics of a small rural community. The key word they used 
to describe a rural community was insular.  

In an insular community, they do not accept outsiders. If a person 
makes a mistake or has a certain reputation, they will be seen in that 
light the rest of their life. They tend to reject people from big cities and 
think of the fancy initiatives and ideas as being “big city” and 
unwelcome in their life or family. They described totally what we faced 
when we moved here. It was so discouraging that we thought we 
missed God and were ready to return to the big city with apologies and 
humility.  

These articles helped me to see and understand what we are dealing 
with. However, since Carol’s mother has come and stayed, we knew 
we had something legitimate. Then another family came and stayed 
and that really helped to build our faith and confidence.  
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However, the past two years, we have not grown or declined. I thought 
we were failing, but this is another characteristic of the sociologically 
rural. So in the meantime, God has used this experience to challenge 
us on every level. We have been forced to answer the question: Will we 
do what we do, no matter how unsuccessful or unappealing it appears 
to be? Will we conform to fit in with what is accepted or will we be who 
and what God has called us to be? 
 
Now from that point of view, I say to you: Come on Family! Let’s be 
who we really are! Let’s do what we do! We like having fun and eating 
snacks while we talk about the Lord. We like telling jokes and playing 
games in one moment and then sharing in the word or praying for one 
another, in the next moment. 
 
We need what each of you brings to the Ministry family armory. Every 
weapon is necessary. Otherwise, God would not have brought you to 
us. Carol and I still believe that we are more than a Bible study 
fellowship group. We are a team. We are a special force unit. We have 
some special assignments before us and we need your help to get it 
done. 
 
I gave in to the pressure to change and conform, but by the grace of 
God, I’m coming back. I recently found some of my old messages and I 
posted them on the website to remind myself how I used to boldly 
preach and teach. It’s also a promise of things to come for this ministry 
family. 
 
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris Green 
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Daddy, Where are you? 
 
Greetings Family, 
 
Carol and I have found ourselves unable to sleep the past few days 
and we know that it’s connected to spiritual warfare against the people 
of God in this hour. We feel that true shepherds, all over the country, 
are engaging in this same kind of intercession for the sheep. Our 
prayer is not for God to answer all your petitions and request, but it is 
for God to answer the cry of your heart. Deep in the heart of God’s 
people, there is a cry for God Himself. 
  
As I’m writing, prophetically I see children who are lost in a toy store. 
Have you ever been is a store when a child suddenly realized that their 
mom or dad is not standing next to them any longer? They ignored the 
gentle command, “It’s time to stop now. Let’s go.” They were caught up 
in the moment because they were surrounded by so many toys. 
They’ve been playing with the stuff for a while, so they didn’t notice that 
daddy is not in the same aisle. The child’s first call is a casual, 
“Daddy?” They don’t hear a response so they ask again, “Daddy?”  
  
That’s when they drop the toys and start looking around. They see 
strangers all around them and the panic sets in. Where is my daddy? 
The world is huge and nothing is familiar. The toys are forgotten as the 
temporary distraction disappears. The all consuming thought is, ‘Where 
is my daddy?’ That’s when the cry comes up out of the child’s heart 
and they don’t care who sees or hears them. The only thing that 
matters is finding daddy. So they scream with all of their might and at 
the top of their lungs, “DADDY, WHERE ARE YOU?” They search aisle 
after aisle and they don’t see the video games, the rubber balls, or the 
coloring books. Even though all of these things are still at their finger 
tips, they begin to run past all that stuff and cry, “DADDY!” 
  
There is a cry in the heart of God’s people in this hour. No, God has not 
abandoned us, but He’s had to allow us to experience what it’s like to 
find ourselves caught up with our toys. I realize more than ever, that I’d 
rather have my Daddy than having all of the stuff He can give me. The 
toys and games are okay, but nothing replaces Him. 
  
We can’t tell you how important it is to fight past distractions that are 
increasing all around us. I once heard a preacher say that the biggest 
hindrance to a believer can sometimes be the last victory or the last 
success they just had. They get settled with that moment and don’t 
want to keep moving with God.  
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I was just thinking this week that there is always a strong wave that 
comes against God’s people after they cross over into the land of 
promise or receive an answer to prayer. 
  
The distractions after a major victory can range from our little toys and 
fleeting pleasure, to nagging thoughts of regret because of those things 
that could have been. There can also be fear of what still could be.  
 
Through the years, one of the things that always intrigued me was the 
wave of depressing thoughts that I would have to fight immediately 
after God had given me a victory. Has anyone experienced what I’m 
talking about? There seemed to be a let down after the initial rejoicing. 
Sometimes I was thankful for the triumph, but I was also disappointed 
that the results were not all that I had expected. The present wasn’t 
exactly what I had pictured. So even though I was grateful for the 
outcome, I wasn’t exactly thrilled about it either. 
  
In many ways, it came down to trusting God. I wasn’t trusting God that 
these results were according to His plan and His timing in my life. I feel 
like we (the church) are up against some kind of mental and emotional 
stronghold. Carol and I cannot stress enough how important it is to 
abandon the ungodly image that is set up in your mind about the future. 
God will not have another God before Him. When we hold on to our 
expectations and imaginations even after God clearly displays His 
power and will, we are guilty of nothing short of idolatry. 
  
This let down or disappointment could possibly mean that idolatry is so 
strong in our lives that even when God does what He said He would 
do, we are not really glad about it. O’ God! Deliver us, your people, 
from this secret and hidden bondage! 
  
We call it a secret, hidden bondage because we are able to lift our 
hands outwardly, but inwardly we’re angry with God. We’re able to 
smile outwardly, but inwardly we’re disappointed. 
  
We know we’re writing to many different people in many different 
stages of life. From teenagers to senior citizens, many of us have so 
many regrets and unsettled issues in our memories that it makes it 
difficult to believe God in our present circumstance. That’s because we 
can recall the prayers we have lifted before the Lord and the request 
for Him to change our situations. Yet, everything seems to remain the 
same or it’s not changing the way we envision. However, Carol and I 
boldly declare to you that the ultimate prayer of sincerity and trust is not 
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a request for God to do something for us, but it is the prayer for God to 
do something within us. 
 
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris and Carol Green 
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The Longing Soul 
 
Greetings Family: 
 
I’m hearing a word regarding deferred hopes. I’m hearing a word 
regarding sickness in the heart. Proverbs 13:12 reads: Hope deferred 
makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. The word 
hope means expectation based upon a promise or dream. The word 
deferred means postponed or delayed; suspended or withheld for or 
until a certain time or event. 
 
So my heart can be sick because my expectations and dreams have 
been postponed or delayed. My heart can be sick because my 
expectations and dreams have been suspended or withheld until a 
certain time or a certain event.  
 
Even though this can make my heart sick, I see a choice in this 
scripture. The choice is seen in the second part of this verse. It says a 
longing fulfilled is a tree of life. If you interpret this scripture from a 
human perspective it means, when I don’t get what I want, I’m sick. If I 
get what I want, I’m happy. That’s a very immature way to live our lives. 
 
Carol and I have been learning a very valuable lesson in discerning the 
difference between our expectations and dreams versus the longing 
fulfilled. The choice is this. Do we want the longing fulfilled or do we 
want our expectations met? I can hear someone asking, “Aren’t the 
longings and the hopes the same thing?” Our response would now be. 
Not necessarily. Our longings can be hopes and expectations, but not 
all of our hopes and expectations can be our longings. 
 
The American Heritage Dictionary defines a longing as a strong 
persistent yearning or desire, especially one that cannot be fulfilled.   
 
Please allow me to say that there are times when our expectations and 
dreams can come true, but the longing has still not been met. However, 
if the longing is fulfilled, even if the expectations and dreams are 
postponed and delayed, we are still growing and producing fruit from 
the tree of life. The Bible declares that the longing fulfilled is a tree of 
life. There is growth. The leaves are green and healthy. The fruit is 
coming forth. 
 
We believe the longings in our soul go deeper than our hopes and 
dreams. In fact we will go so far as to say, you won’t find fulfillment in 
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the accomplishment of the dreams apart from the fulfillment of the 
longing. 
 
So what is the longing? 
 
Psalm 63: 1-3 says, ”O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My 
soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land 
where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary to 
see Your power and Your glory. Because Your loving-kindness is better 
than life, my lips shall praise You. 
 
Psalm 84:2 reads My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of 
the LORD; My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 
 
Psalm 143: 5-7 says, “I remember the days of old; I meditate on all 
Your works; I muse on the work of Your hands. I spread out my hands 
to You; My soul longs for You like a thirsty land.  Selah. Answer me 
speedily, O LORD; My spirit fails! Do not hide Your face from me, lest I 
be like those who go down into the pit. 
 
We find it interesting that the American Heritage Dictionary defines a 
longing as a strong persistent yearning or desire, especially one that 
cannot be fulfilled. Isn’t that amazing to discover? A longing is a 
desire that cannot be fulfilled. There is only one who can fulfill the 
longing. 
 
Psalm 107: 8-9 says, “Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for 
His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of me. For 
He satisfies the longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with 
goodness.” 
 
God alone can fulfill the longing soul. When the longing in our soul is 
fulfilled, I believe there is such life, that the delayed dreams and 
postponed expectations are not able to stop the tree of life. That’s why 
we are still standing strong in faith regarding God’s purpose for this 
ministry family and His plans, even in your family situation.  
 
Yes, the hopes we have had for this ministry family have been delayed. 
The dreams have been postponed. Some expectations have been 
utterly destroyed. But what keeps the infection of despair and unbelief 
from sickening our hearts is that we turn to God to fulfill the longing in 
our soul. The longing is not for a big ministry. The longing is not to be 
famous. The longing is not for a fat paycheck, a new house, or living 
the life of luxury and leisure. Our true longing is for the presence of the 
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Lord. That’s why we encourage you to keep meeting with us each 
week. GOD is in our midst. He infuses us again and again with His 
word and His presence. 
 
Even for us as your pastors, our longing is not to minister to people. 
Our longing is to minister to GOD. That may sound strange, but that is 
the Kingdom of God pattern established by Jesus.  
 
Mark 3:13-15 says, “Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to 
him those he wanted, and they came to him. He appointed twelve—
designating them apostles —that they might be with him and that he 
might send them out to preach and to have authority to drive out 
demons.” 
 
The first calling was not to go and preach. Jesus called them to be 
with Him. Then it says…that he might send them out to preach… 
 
I believe God allows some of us to have a sick heart so that we can get 
in touch with the true longing. He delays the dreams. He postpones the 
hopes. He lets our hearts grow sick until we can get to the place where 
we want the longing to be fulfilled and discover the tree of life. Then, 
with the tree of life abounding within us, He can release some of those 
hopes and dreams because our fulfillment won’t be in those things 
coming to pass. In fact we’ll discover God’s hopes and dreams and, 
more than anything else, we’ll want to see those come to pass in our 
lives. 
 
IN CLOSING: We know of a number of people who are in between jobs 
right now. We know each of you personally even though you live all 
across the country. You may have been angry with the Bush 
Administration and the Republicans, but the massive job losses have a 
Divine purpose behind them as well. We feel led to say to you today, 
that some of you, while you’re in your search for a new job, may need 
to consider the possibility of moving out of from the city or state where 
you currently live. It’s time for you to step into God’s dream for your life.  
 
Someone has been praying to the Lord of the Harvest to thrust forth 
laborers into the vineyard. You are God’s answer to that prayer. Your 
new job is in another city, in another state. There’s a new body of 
believers that need you or there’s a new market place ministry that 
awaits God’s presence through you. The sickness in your heart is 
because you’re holding on to a hope and a dream that is not what God 
has in mind. It’s time to move on to your next assignment.  
 



 58

God allowed the total destruction of our dreams and expectations when 
we moved here. It was because He wanted us in the marketplace and 
not locked up in a church facility. Ever since we’ve been where God 
wanted us, we have had provision. For someone that we’re writing to 
today, your provision is in another state or even in another country. It’s 
time to move. You can choose to live with a sick heart, or you can 
experience the tree of life because the true longing in your soul has 
been fulfilled. 
 
For those of us who are stepping out into this new level of walking with 
the Lord, we are experiencing the fulfillment of the tree of life. 
 
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris and Carol Green 
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Fruitful Living 
 
Greetings Family: 
 
God gave my mother a promise concerning me and my life. In fact, 
God gave her a word for each of her children and all has come to pass. 
The word over me was that I would be fruitful.  
 
She has told me the story, many times, how she had just finished 
taking care of her little infant son, Christopher, and then laid down and 
fell into a sleep-like state, from which she had an open vision. God 
showed her a tree that was full of fruit. The fruit was large and none of 
it had fallen off the tree and no fruit was on the ground underneath the 
tree. When she asked what this vision meant, the Lord told her this was 
about her new baby boy. God told her that He would make this child 
very fruitful. He would be fruitful from his life. 
  
Through the years I have struggled to understand this vision and word 
that was spoken over me because, from my point of view, I was not 
experiencing that reality. I failed at my attempts to play sports. I failed 
to complete college. I failed to really make any mark in my field of study 
and interest (Communications). Then when we we’re launched out to 
begin a new church in Pennsylvania, from my viewpoint, that had failed 
as well. 
  
However I was trying to add some balance to my thoughts because 
some of the greatest leaders of our time have numerous business, 
political and relational failures. Yet, we consider them to have lived very 
meaningful and successful lives. 
  
So I was driving along thinking about my life and the promise spoken 
over me when this little thought drops into my heart: 
  
“I never said you would be famous. I said you would be fruitful. I never 
said you would be rich. I said you would be fruitful. I never said you 
would be popular. I said you would be fruitful. I never said you would be 
recognized or acknowledged. I said you would be fruitful. I never said 
the fruit would come from your ministry. I said it would come from your 
life. I never said it would come from your education. I said it would 
come from your life. I never said it would come from your profession. I 
said it would come from your life. I never said it would come from your 
business. I said it would come from your life.” 
  
All I could do was just say, “Yes Lord. You sure did.”  
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The measure of our success is not in the number of attendees of our 
Bible study or the number of hits and visitors on our website. It’s not in 
book sales or special acknowledgements and awards. All of that is 
wonderful, but it’s not the final determination of fruitfulness. 
  
Even though I’m talking about myself, I feel like someone needed to 
hear this today. The past couple of months have had some sudden 
deaths to occur among those who are close to us. I thought, for a 
moment, what would be said about me when the Lord calls me home. 
Since I had been having this little pity party about never being good 
enough and never measuring up to the Word over my life, I was forced 
to face some realities from God’s point of view. What would be left 
behind to define the fruitfulness of my life? 
  
To have a wonderful marriage is a fruitful life. To have good 
relationships with our sons is a fruitful life. To have genuine spiritual 
sons and daughters is a fruitful life. To have true brothers and sister all 
over the world is a fruitful life. To have the kinds of relationships and 
family that I have back in St. Louis is a fruitful life. Then when I thought 
about what God has done to this point in what he had gifted me to do, I 
was really blown away. To have a foundation established for our sons 
to embrace and one day take to the next level, is fruitfulness.  
  
Sometimes I think about the nearly 200 audio and video clips that we 
have on line. I think about the website, the webcast, the books, the 
scores of songs the Lord has given us and it seems like it’s all 
meaningless in the natural perspective. We have tons of songs owned 
by a publishing company that no one knows anything about. It’s like 
having tons of weapons, ammunition, and stock piles of supplies, but 
no one taking advantage of it. But then I think about my sons and the 
grand children that are yet to come and I know why no fruit has fallen 
off this tree. It is because nothing will go to waste. 
  
Carol and I have been honored with the task of building a foundation 
for our children and for generations to follow. Our fruitfulness is not 
determined by the amount of people who partake of it now. In the 
natural realm, a tree that has loads of fruit that is not picked, eventually 
loses the fruit and it’ll fall to the ground. But that is not so for us. 
  
If those who have access do not partake, God will raise up a 
generation that will. A tree’s fruitfulness is not determined by its 
partakers. We keep producing from our life because God said we are 
fruitful. We keep sharing from our lives because we are fruitful. It 
doesn’t matter if no one receives it, one or two people receive it, or if 
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thousands receive it. It’s the same tree. It just keeps producing fruit, no 
matter what. It just keeps producing fruit. It doesn't stop producing 
because it seems like hardly anyone partakes of it.  
  
First of all, we don't know how far reaching our lives really are. I believe 
there will be many people who will tell us how our lives affected them 
only after we meet them in eternity. 
 
Secondly, since we live in America where success is based upon 
dollars, attendance, and polls, we get discouraged because we don't 
see that fruitfulness goes beyond those standards. 
  
We say this to you, Ministry family, because we know it gets 
discouraging to not see more people come to our gatherings after you 
have invited them. It may seem like we are hosting the Friday nights in 
vain. It may seem like the weekly webcasts are a waste of time. It may 
feel like the books are just taking up space and have no real worth. But 
none of that is true. 
  
One day Carol and I will pass on this baton to our sons and 
daughters and they won’t have to start a company, build a website, 
start writing books, and scramble to begin writing songs and releasing 
music. They’ll be able to take what we have already done, and lift it to 
another level. They will build from the foundation that we have laid. 
  
Most of the huge ministries and businesses that we see today are 
actually third and fourth generation success stories. It's just that we 
don't know about their foundational years. We don't want to fall into the 
typical American mindset that says, "It's not successful if I don't see my 
dream come to pass in my lifetime." I believe that success, without 
successors is failure. And true success is laying a foundation for your 
children (natural and spiritual) to build upon. 
  
Everything I just wrote about our life and our family applies for you also. 
Don’t accept the thought that unless you see something happening in 
the “here and now” that all of this is vain, empty, wasted work. It’s 
simply not true.  
  
Abraham was told that his future family would be greater in number 
than the sands and the stars. Yet, he had to believe God for over 25 
years just to see the first ONE. He never saw the millions and millions 
in the natural, but he believed God for what he saw with his spiritual 
eyes. 
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We know that a lot has happened in your life and a lot has gone wrong, 
but hold on to God’s promise. We are people of purpose.  
 
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”  
- Romans 8:28 
  
  
Overcomers, Under orders,  
  
Chris and Carol Green 
 
 
 

This completes the emails of the summer season. 
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In Reflection 
 
I was talking to my younger brother on the phone. Occasionally he 
gives me a call to keep me up to date with the latest news from the 
home front. Somewhere in the midst of our conversation, we talked 
about the very first emails I sent to our family, friends and intercessory 
prayer list. I mentioned how awkward it felt to send emails during our 
failed attempt to start a church in Pennsylvania.  
  
My brother interrupted and began to thank me for sending those early 
emails. He said he wished more leaders would have been more 
transparent in disclosing their failures along the way in their journey to 
where they are right now. My brother kept thanking me over and over 
again for those first raw and painful emails. He said they gave people 
hope that God could still use them in spite of their failures and flaws.  
  
Books, sermons, CD's and DVD’s on the subject of transparency don't 
have heavy demands and ministries that focus on relationships, rather 
than gifts and talents, don’t draw big crowds. At least not yet. We are 
praying that once people get sick and tired of being sick and tired, they 
will come to ministries like Fruitful Life. We have learned that a person 
has to be willing to step into this realm of transparency. It’s easy to 
preach about it, but it’s really hard to live it.  Most often, unless a 
person is actually going through the healing process it's very difficult for 
them to hang around a ministry like This church, where the emphasis is 
on the healing of broken hearts and homes.                     
  
It’s easier to hang around churches and ministries where they only talk 
about financial blessings, civil rights or they only focus on spiritual 
things like angels and prophecies. As long as the subject matter stays 
away from personal issues like holding grudges and un-forgiveness, 
most people will continue to attend the bless me clubs, frequent the 
twilight zone church services, buy the self empowerment books and 
videos, and pursue the roaming conferences with themes on power 
and prosperity. 
  
The other side of the coin is that there are many great churches. We 
are not trying to start something that has never been attempted before. 
There are great pastors already here where we were planted. If we 
hadn't been commissioned, we'd be attending one of those churches 
ourselves. So the other side of this issue of transparency is that it's 
time for people to start reaching out and helping each other, instead 
holding on to their past hurtful experiences.                   .                     
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When “unknown pastors” preach, teach or write about such matters of 
inequity and imbalance, they are disregarded as simply being envious 
of leaders who are able to draw the crowds. There are some very good 
churches in this community, but we've watched people ignore those 
churches and continue to attend assemblies where they know they are 
not receiving what they need. They refuse to make that crucial change. 
Having said all of this, we want to again proclaim  our vision for 
connecting with hurting people.                         
  
We know that there are people all over this country who desire 
something real. (You might be one of them!) They are tired of the fake 
stuff. They are tired of the counterfeits. We see people who are 
passionate about God and passionate about life. They want marriages 
that work and families that thrive and not merely survive. We see 
people who are tired of religion; who desire relationships.  
  
We earnestly pray that we will some day connect with them, like we are 
connecting with you. There are thousands of people who want real life 
and there are real pastors who want to impart real life. We're tired of 
watching hungry souls attending lifeless, self centered, TV star seeking 
ministries.  
  
Lord, help us to find the people that really want GOD; the ones who will 
dare to step out of their comfort zone. Help us to find the ones who will 
leave religious bondage, walk out of their personal prisons and receive 
all that GOD has stored up for them. 
   
If we could express it like a newspaper ad it would say,                  ,                     
   
WANTED:   
People who are ready to change the culture, embrace their purpose 
and live with passion. We're looking to connect with people who are 
ready to answer the call to express the Kingdom of God (His power, 
priorities, provision, plan, and purpose) in real life situations and 
circumstances. Must be ready to forsake personal fame and glory and 
live for something greater than yourself. Worshippers are welcome. 
Only those who are ready to break away from their routines and 
traditions need apply. We are boldly recruiting people of all ages to 
join "The Nation of Jesus Christ" and work together to bring genuine 
change to this generation.  
  
Benefits include: Love, Joy, Peace, life fulfillment, solid marriage and 
family relationships, community role modeling, and the ability to build a 
righteous inheritance for your children’s children. 
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